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r  . o r e  t H a m O y e a r s .  B e r n  U b ra^  has become a Home to more tban 500.000 booKa and 10.000 

DVOs.
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Belk Library offers Elon students a 24-hour study spot most days.

CLUB BELK
Still strong after 

10 yea rs

Carol G ro tnes  Belk Library, 
Belk or Club Belk: whatever  it 's 
cal led,  Elon’s l ib rary  is one of the  
m os t  p o p u la r  spo ts  on cam pus.

For 10 years , Belk h a s  served 
gradua tes ,  u n d e rg ra d u a te s  and  
co m m u n i ty  m e m b e rs  w ith  s tacks 
of books,  piles of DVDs and  
m o u n d s  of CDs. The week of Feb. 
8-13 will celebrate  the  10-year 
life of Elon’s academ ic  heart .

Where o the r  colleges have 
several u n d e rg ra d u a te  l ibrar ies  
and  specific l ib ra r ies  for 
g radua tes ,  Elon’s l ib ra ry  is a 
ga th e r in g  space for the  en t ire  
cam pus.

“We w ant  the  l ib ra ry  to be 
a k ind  of academ ic  s tu d e n t  
center,” sa id  Kate Hickey, Dean 
an d  University  Librar ian .  “Elon 
p r ides  i t se l f  on c o m m un ity .”

But, like all bu i ld ings ,  Belk

will need  to be ren o v a ted  a n d  
u p d a te d  in  the  n e a r  fu tu re .  
T ry ing  to sq u eeze  in to  one  of 
the  s tu d y  ro o m s  on a S unday  
a f t e rn o o n  is t e s t a m e n t  to  how  
popu la r ,  a n d  c row ded ,  Belk is.

In th e  new 10-year p lan ,  Belk 
wil l get an  e x p a n s io n  of an  
u n k n o w n  sq u a r e  foo tage  w i th in  
th e  nex t  five to 10 years .

“I t ’s r e m a rk a b le  t h a t  it s t i l l  
w orks  as  well as it d o e s ,” Hickey 
sa id.

She sa id  a lot of th e  success  
of Belk h a s  to do w i th  how  
m u c h  e m p h a s i s  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  
places  on  k eep ing  te ch n o lo g y  
u p d a te d .  Every t h r e e  years ,  Belk 
gets  a com ple te  te ch n io lo g ica l  
overhaul .

T echno logy  cou ld  spel l  
d i s a s te r  for a t r a d i t io n a l  pape r -  
a n d -b in d in g  library .  Desp ite  
th e  access  to  t h o u s a n d s  of 
e - jo u rn a l s  a n d  th e  p reva lence  
of th e  In te rn e t  as  a s e a r c h  tool .

“Book c i r c u l a t i o n  has risen 
ev e ry  y e a r  w e ’ve b een  in this 
b u i l d i n g , ” H ickey  said.

P a t r i c k  R u d d ,  coordinator 
l i b r a r y  a c ce ss  services 

a l so  p o i n t s  to  techno logy  as a 
p o s i t i v e  w h e n  it  co m es  to getting 
s t u d e n t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  quickly.

“S tu d e n t s  a n d  facul ty can 
a c ce ss  Belk  L ib r a ry  collections 
f r o m  a n y w h e r e  in  the  world 
w i th  t h e  g r o w in g  quantity of 
m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  on l ine ,” Rudd 
sa id .

He a l s o  s a i d  tha t  while 
t h e  l i b r a r y  w il l  increase its 
co l l e c t io n  o f  p h y s i c a l  books, it 
w il l  a l s o  f o c u s  o n  expanding 
th e  o n l i n e  co l le c t io n .

Since  i t s  i n c e p t io n ,  Belk has 
u n d e r g o n e  o n ly  m i n o r  changes, 
l ike  t h e  d o u b l i n g  of  space for 
th e  W r i t in g  Cen te r .  “It’s the 
10 th  a n n i v e r s a r y  of something 
t h a t  l a s t e d , ” H ickey  sa id.  “It was 
a h e a d  o f  i t s  t i m e . ”
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Belk Libary boasts more study areas and about 45,000 more 
square feet than the previous library location, which now 
houses the School of Communications.
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Belk Library has become a meeting place for students to work on projects and to browse the Internet on the lobby computers.

FIRST BOOK MOVED
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January marked 10 years of service for Belk Library. Elon 
students and faculty passed the first book by hand in 2000.

Elen's Libraries:
Then and now
Belk was built after McEwen library 
grew too cramped for the burgeoning 
student body. McEwen became 
the School of Communications and 
Belk improved on the old library in 
technology, capacity and staffing.

Belk Library
-Built in 2000 
'■8,200+ e-journals 
-21 group study rooms 
-75,000 square feet of space 
-148 computers 
-210,000 book capacity, and 
more off-site 
-37 staff members

McEwen Library
-Built in 1968 
-4,500 e-journals 
-10 group study rooms 
-29,000 square feet of 
space
-46 computers 
-180,000 book capacity 
-20 staff members


