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Three hopefuls seek new dean position
Amanda Bender
Senior Reporter

The se a rc h  co m m it te e  ch a rg e d  w ith  
f in d in g  a new d ea n  for th e  Elon College of 
Arts  and  Sciences has ch o sen  th r e e  f in a l is ts ,  
who have b een  inv i ted  to com e to Elon 
Universi ty  to sp e ak  and  m eet  w ith  va r io u s  
s tu d e n ts ,  a d m in i s t r a to r s  and  d e p a r tm e n t  
cha irs .

The ca n d id a te s  su rv iv ed  a de ta i led  
app l ica t ion  p rocess ,  w h ich  began  w ith  the  
fo rm a t io n  a 12-person co m m it te e  h eaded  
by h is to ry  p ro fe sso r  Mary Jo Festle.  The 
c o m m it tee  inc ludes  facu l ty  m e m b e rs  
f rom  va r io u s  d e p a r tm e n ts ,  the  Schools  of 
Business ,  C o m m u n ic a t io n s  and  Education  
and  a s tude n t .

“My role is m ore  im p o r ta n t  as a 
pe r sp e c t iv e ,” Molly Strayer,  a ju n io r  
b io c h e m is t ry  m ajo r  and  the  s tu d e n t  on 
th e  co m m it te e  sa id.  “The co m m it te e  is 
com p o sed  of facu l ty  of a com plete  ran g e  of 
f ields an d  yea rs  of te rm  at Elon. 1 add  the  
s tu d e n t  p e r sp e c t iv e  to th e  co m m it te e  so 
th a t  to g e th e r  we are  a d ive rse  g ro u p  th a t  
can r e p re s e n t  th o se  im p ac ted  by th e  Dean of 
the  College of A rts  and  Sciences.”

This  fall, the  co m m it te e  ad v e r t i s e d  the  
pos i t ion  in  academ ic  jo u r n a l s .  Festle sa id  
they  a lso  w ro te  a 10-page pro fi le  de ta i l in g  
th e  q u a l i f ica t io n s  of the  dean .  Leadersh ip ,  
m a n a g e m e n t  an d  in t e r p e r s o n a l  sk i l ls

were  am o n g  c h a ra c te r i s t ic s  looked for in a 
new dean ,  as well as a rec o rd  of scholar ly  
ach ievem ent .

“The big idea is th a t  w e’re looking  for 
som eone  who has  been  a s t ro n g  teacher  
an d  scholar ,  but  who is a lso  an  ex p e r ien c ed  
a d m in i s t r a to r  who can  jugg le  a lot of 
d i f fe ren t  ro les  and  tasks ,"  Festle sa id .  “The 
new d ea n  n e e d s  to be able to work well w ith  
s tu d e n ts ,  faculty,  o th e r  a d m in i s t r a to r s  
and  people  ou ts ide  Elon; have a good 
u n d e r s t a n d in g  of Elon an d  su p p o r t ,  lead 
a n d  r e p r e s e n t  u s .”

Festle sa id  th e  co m m it te e  received m ore 
th a n  135 app l ica t io n s  for th e  pos i t ion .  Nine 
of th o se  a p p l ica n ts  were  in terv iew ed  for the  
pos i t ion  and  th r e e  of th o se  in te rv iew ed  were 
inv i ted  to visi t  cam pus .

Once all  of the  c a n d id a te s  have visi ted,  
Festle sa id  the  c o m m it te e  w ould  ask  for inpu t  
f rom  people  who have met th e  cand ida tes .  
P rovost  Steven H ouse will th e n  d i s c u s s  all 
of th e  v a r io u s  fac to rs  w ith  the  c o m m it tee  
and  dec ide who will  be o f fe red  the  posit ion .

Strayer  sa id  she  is excited  abo u t  f in d in g  a 
new d e a n  for Elon College an d  she va lued  the  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to work closely  w i th  faculty.

“I app re c ia te  th e  re sp e c t  I sh a re  w ith  my 
fellow co m m it te e  m e m b ers ,  so th a t  each 
m e m b e r  is of va lue ,” S trayer  said. “This 
re sp e c t  f rom  Elon facu l ty  for s tu d e n t  input ,  
I th in k ,  is u n iq u e  for o u r  universi ty ."

Crosswalk accident prompts 
Elon to replace street lamps
Sam antha King
News Editor

D uring  the  fall sem ester ,  sophom ore  Alex 
Trice, on line  ed i to r- in -ch ief  Elon University  
s tu d e n t  was h it  by an  oncom ing  ca r  on a 
W ill iam son Avenue c rossw alk .  Because 
of overw helm ing  concern ,  co m m e n ts  and  
sa fe ty  issues ,  Elon Universi ty  w as  forced 
to look in to  the  l igh t ing  s i tu a t io n  a ro u n d  
cam pus  and  take  action.
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LED were added to Elon streets to illuminate areas while 
not distracting drivers.

The accident o cc u r re d  on a n igh t  s a tu ra te d  
w ith  heavy ra infa l l .  The driver,  Elon sen ior  
C a the r ine  Melendez, sa id  a l though  she was 
d r iv ing  below the  speed  l imit,  she could  not 
see anyone  due  to low visibil ity.

Town of Elon Police rec o rd s  reveal the  
accident w as  the  f i f th  accident involving a 
p e d e s t r ia n  or bicyclist  in  the  2009 ca lendar  
year.  It was a lso  the  second  accident to occur  
at th e  W ill iam son Avenue crosswalk .

Robert  Buchholz ,  d i r ec to r  of Physical 
Plant,  sa id  the  un ive rs i ty  asked  h im  to look 
in to  rep lac ing  the  l ights  on b o th  H aggard  
and  W ill iam son Avenue sho r t ly  a f te r  the  
accident occurred .

“T here  was a lot of concern  about the  
d a rk n e s s  of the  s t r e e t ,” Buchholz said. “The 
LED l ights  do  not pu t  off  a g lare  w hen  it 
r a in s  an d  b l ind  the  d r ive rs .”

According to  Buchholz ,  new LED lights 
were in s ta l led  along Haggard  an d  W ill iamson 
avenues  on Feb. 4.

Smith  Jackson, vice p res ide n t  an d  dean  of 
s tu d e n t  life, co n f i rm e d  th e  new change.

“The un ive rs i ty  w orked w ith  the  town to 
pu t  in  m ore  l igh ting  af te r  the  s tu d e n t  was 
h i t ,” Jackson  said.

Accord ing  to Buchholz,  the  l igh ts  on 
W ill iam son Avenue be long  to the  Town of 
Elon and  th e  un ive rs i ty  pays for the  la n te rn s  
on H aggard  Avenue. The tow n rep laced  32 
l ights  on  T h u rsd ay  an d  the  un ive rs i ty  
rep laced  12.

“Over t im e th e  new l ights  will provide 
a m ore  cons is te n t  i l lu m in a t io n ,” Jackson 
said.

A l though  the re  is m ore  lighting,  Jackson 
said  he is sti l l  not  en t i re ly  happy  w ith  the  
p e d e s t r ia n  c ro ss ing  si tuation .

“We would like so m e th in g  d i f fe ren t  on 
W illiamson Avenue,” Jackson  said, re fe r r in g  
to the  cu r re n t  crossw alk .

Because W illiamson Avenue is a state 
highway, the  u n ive rs i ty  canno t  put a ra ised  
crossw alk  on the  road.
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Meet the Candidates
1. Alison Morrison-Shetlar

Currently vice provost and dean of undergraduate studies and professor of tjiotogy 
at ttie  University of Central Rorida, Dr. Morrison-Shetlar received her Ph.D. at the 
Dundee Cotege c< Tectinology In Scotland and went on to serve as ttie found
ing chair of a molacular biology department at Ivlax-Flanck Institute m Germany, 
She has worked as a biology professor and director of ttie Center for Excellence in 
Teaching at Georgia Southern Univefsity and as the director of ttie Faculty Center 
for Teactiing and Learning at University of Central Florida. She tias written a txxjk on 
teaching and numerous articles on the oeB membrane transport systems as we* as 
on faculty and curricular development.

2. Larry Berman

Berman is cufrentty director of ffie University of Califomia -  Davis Wastnngton pro
gram and a professor of political science at UC -  Davis. He received his Ph D, from 
FVinceton University, He has served as department chair for the Department of Po
litical Science and as ttie founding program director for the University of Califomia 
Wastiington Center, He is ttie author of numerous txx)ks and essays, primarily re
lated to the war in Vietnam and ttie U.S, presidency,

3. Karen R. MoranskI

Currently associate vice chancellor for undergraduate education and associate pro
fessor of English at the University of lllirxjis Springfield, she received her Ph,D, fnam 
UNC Chapel Hilt, Moranski tias served as Con\«ner of ttie English Department and 
associate director and director of ttie Capital Sctiolars Program at UlS, Stie is co
editor of a book on medieval political prophecy, and she writes and presents on 
medieval literature arxJ engaged cltizenstTip,

Obama striving for 
Increased college 
enrollment by 2020
Eva Hill
Senior Reporter

The National Association 
of Independen t  Colleges and  
Universit ies and  the  Council  
of Independen t  Colleges 
recently  annou n c ed  p lans 
to b r ing  a t ten t ion  to private 
in s t i tu t io n s  con tr ibu t ing  to 
President Barack O bam a’s 
goals for inc reased  en ro l lm en t  
by 2020.

The o rgan iza t ions  hope to 
b r ing  a t ten t ion  to part ic ipa t ing  
private colleges by publiciz ing 
efforts  tow ard  the  pres iden t 's  
p lans  to m ake college more 
affordable .

Private colleges will be 
encouraged  to s trategize,  p lan 
and  organ ize  ways to rec ru i t  
new s tuden ts ,  which will in 
t u r n  boost  g radua t ion  rates.

The American Recovery 
and  Reinvestment Act, which 
was signed in February  2009, 
con tr ibu ted  to the  re fo rm ation  
efforts  for educat ion  by 
dram atica l ly  expand ing
financia l  aid and  boost ing  
the  efficiency, simplicity 
and  reliabil i ty  of federal 
p rogram s.

S tudents  who are  not U.S. 
c i t izens are  not eligible for 
federal f inancia l aid and 
will not benefi t  from th is  
p rogram.

According to the  College 
Board, tu i t ion  for private,  four- 
year universi t ies  for 2009- 
2010 inc reased  by 6.6 percent,  
for an average of $26,273. 
Tuition for public, four-year 
universi t ies  inc reased  by 
8.8 percen t  for an average of 
$7,020.

With tu i t ion  costs on 
the  rise, the  governm ent is 
doing what it can  to help 
s tu d e n ts  with  f inancia l  aid. 
By a t tem p t ing  to s t im ula te  
the  economy and  es tab l ish ing  
the  A m erican  Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act, the  cu r ren t  
a d m in is t ra t io n  is s t r iv ing  to 
m ake college more affordable 
and  inc rease  g radua t ion  rates.

According to Pat Murphy, 
d irec to r  of f inanc ia l  
p lann ing ,  one- th ird  of Elon 
s tu d e n ts  qual ify  for need- 
b ased  f inancia l aid. This aid

is com prised  of fu n d s  from 
federal,  s ta te  and  in s t i tu t iona l  
sources.  Any inc rease  in 
financia l  aid derived from 
Obama's ini tia tives would be 
at the  federal level and  limited 
to s tu d e n ts  w ith  h igh  f inancia l 
needs.

The new Ever Elon 
fu n d ra is in g  cam paign  is one 
way the  universi ty  is working 
to increase  s tuden t  f inancia l 
aid over the  next 10 years,  
Murphy said.

“(Ever Elon) will be a long 
and  steady process ,  bu t  the  
in ten t  is to m ake college more 
affordable for s tu d e n ts  with 
h igh  f inancia l need and  to 
a s su re  a p ro p e r ty  diversity ,” 
Murphy said.

Murphy said he looks 
forward to initiatives from the 
federal governm ent tha t  would  
help the  f inancia l process  and 
recognizes  the  im portance  for 
some students .

Steven House, provost and 
vice president for academic 
affairs ,  said close persona l  
in te rac tions  between faculty 
and  s tu d e n ts  are  ju s t  one of 
the  m any  con tr ibu t ing  factors 
to th i s  high  g radua t ion  rate.

“Elon has a very good 
g radua t ion  rate because 
we have ou ts tan d in g  and 
dedicated  faculty and  bright 
s tu d e n ts  with a good hea r t ,” 
House said.

According to Susan 
Klopman, vice presiden t of 
adm iss ions  and  financia l 
p lanning ,  the  g radua t ion  rate 
is ex trem ely  im p o r ta n t  for 
universi ties.

“The g radua t ion  rate 
m easu res  how successful 
we are f rom  en trance  to 
completion and  a critical 
m e asu re  of the  degree to which 
the  un iversi ty  is fu lf i l l ing  its 
m ission ,” Klopman said.

Klopman also said s tuden ts  
might not necessar i ly  be 
affected by the  inc rease  in 
g radua t ion  rates.

“It could be a posit ive 
on food service; m ore  meal 
p lans  may drive the  cost 
down," Klopman said. “More 
g radua tes  is a good thing; 
for Elon, for graduates ,  for 
society,” Klopman said.
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