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Greenhouse emissions 
record low for 2009

Samantha King
News Editor

Each year Elon University m akes a com m itm en t  to 
lower energy  ou tpu t .  D uring  the  2009 fiscal year, Elon 
lowered its g reen  house  em iss ions  1.5 p ercen t  more 
th a n  it had  initia lly  p lanned.

The fiscal year was from June  1, 2008 to May 31, 2009 
and  d id  not inc lude Lindner Hall, Elon’s newest building. 
The un iversi ty  had originally  w anted  to  reduce its 
em ission  by 6 percent, Elaine Durr, Elon's sus ta inab il i ty  
coordinator ,  said.

The category “g reenh ou se  em issions" encom passes 
p r im ar i ly  energy, vehicle ex hau s t  from com m uting  to 
and  from cam pus,  solid waste and  waste water.

D urr  said the  cause for the  reduced em iss ions  “is 
h a rd  to m e asu re  and  can 't  be p inpoin ted  exactly," bu t is 
a com binat ion  of behavior changes, such as tu rn in g  off 
lights when leaving the  room, and  changes im plem ented  
by the  Physical Plant.

A lthough exact em ission n um be rs  are d ifficult to 
track, the universi ty  uses  a n u m b e r  of d ifferent ways 
to es t im ate  em issions. In the  fall of 2008, the Office of 
Susta inabi li ty  i ssued  an  online  survey, s tuden ts ,  faculty 
and  s ta f f  about the ir  com m uting  habits, car size and 
o th e r  factors.

The POWERless competition, a com petition  between 
res iden tia l  a reas  to encourage s tu d en ts  to use  less energy 
by tu rn in g  out lights and  unp lugging  appliances when 
not in  use, is a n o th e r  way the  universi ty  can m easure  
energy  consum ption ,  D urr  said.

“In te rm s  of energy used  in lighting, the  Physical 
Plant plays a m ajor role," D urr  said.

Lights across cam pu s  were replaced. The plant 
replaced th e  old T12 f lo resen t tubes  w ith  T8S. The T12S 
were la rger by five-eighth inches and  used  significantly  
more energy.

Electricity usage, a l though not m easured  exactly is 
m e asu red  by a n um ber of m eters placed th ro ug ho u t  
Tar^pus! eight in  residence halls  and  one in  Moseley 
Center, in  addition  to m any  others, Roberte Buchhol ,
d irec tor  of the Physical Plant said.

Buchholz said the  p lan t m ade m any changes during  
the  last fiscal year to cut costs and  g reen  house

Showerheads in  m any  of the residentia l halls  were
replaced to be m ore energy efficient.

“We put (low flow) aerators on the faucets in  the 
showers,” Buchholz said. “The Oaks (which has a m eter 
for monitoring) saved 250,000 gallons.”

The p lant is a lso in the process of ins ta l ling  more
dual f lush  toilets to conserve even more water.

The universi ty  is also cu t t ing  back on vehicle

em issions.  ..
“A dm issions uses  vehicles the m ost for travel, 

Buchholz said. “(Admissions) switched to hybrid cars 
about four years  ago.”

The BioBuses use biodiesel fuel and  “the custod ia l  
s ta ff  replaced the  C ushm ans . Now they are ei ther ba t te ry  
opera ted  or biodiesel," Buchholz said.

The un iversi ty  is cu rren tly  p u rchas ing  m ore biodiesel 
fueled C u sh m an s  to replace the bat tery  pow ered ones 
because th e  ba t te r ies  often are short-lived when the  s ta ff  
use th em  to p erfo rm  heavy-duty ta sks  across cam pus.

The p lant also ins ta l led  “chillers," or cooling towers, 
in a ir  conditioners  across cam pus to cool th e m  in the 
sum m er. The chiller will r u n  water th ro u g h  the  m ach ines  
to cool the  coolant in the  air conditioning system.

A nother  m easu re  the Physical Plant u ses  to conserve 
energy on cam pus is to lower the  te m p e ra tu re  to 65 
degrees Fahrenhei t  in the  winter,  Buchholz said.

“We monitor the tem p e ra tu re  on th e rm o s ta ts  in 
m any build ings on cam pus, such  as Moseley," Buchholz 
said. “Only if  the re  are  com pla in ts  will we raise  the 
tem pera tu re .”

Toyota recalls cause concern 
about Elon Zipcar fleet safety
Justin Berger
Reporter

Toyota announced  Monday 
Feb. 8 the recall of its 2010 
Priuses, causing concern for 
Elon University's Zipcar fleet of 
three, two of which are Priuses.

Zipcar expanded its Elon 
fleet th is  year adding a Honda 
Civic and replacing two of 
the older Priuses with 2010 
models.

The National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration  
announced  on Feb. 4, it opened 
a formal investigation into the 
“braking issue” with the 2010 
Prius.

“Safety is our top priority," 
Ray Lahood, secretary of the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Admisinstration, said. “That 
is why in  recent weeks NHTS.A 
has also issued a consum er 
advisory on the recall of several 
models of Toyota vehicles and 
the Pontiac Vibe involving 
pedal entrapm ent and  sticky 
accelerator pedals. We will 
continue to monitor these 
issues closely."

Nancy Scott, the director 
of corporate com munications 
at Zipcar, said in an  interview 
prior to the recall the company 
is working closely with Toyota 
and  “will take appropriate 
action when notified."

When asked how long it 
would take to have substitu te  
cars in place for the new 
Priuses, Scott said they have 
already delt with one Toyota 
recall with the  Matrix, and  the 
transi t ion  for the  Prius would 
be easier because they make up 
less th a n  Ipercent of the entire 
Zipcar fleet.

Toyota has issued a recall 
on the  2004-2010 Prius models. 
•\t th is  time Elon had  not heard  
from  Zipcar.
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ARAMARK 
changes cups 
to eco-friendly

BRIAN ALLENBY | Staff Photogi^

The new SoloBare cups are now located at all dining 
locations and are more eco-friendly than previous cups,

Sarah Carideo
Reporter

D u r in g  Fake B reak ,  ARAMARK dining 
se rv ices  m a d e  th e  c h a n g e  f ro m  the clear 
p la s t ic  c u p s  to  n e w  c o m p o s ta b le  paper 
ones.

The p re v io u s ly  u s e d  G reenw are  plastic 
cu p s  w ere  g r a d u a l ly  p h a s e d  out in 
p r e p a r a t i o n  for th e  n e w  Solo Bare cups after 
D in in g  Serv ices  d i s c o v e r e d  th e  eco-friendly 
b e n e f i ts  of i m p le m e n t i n g  th e  new er cups.

The G reen w are  c u p s  w e re  m ade  from a 
n a t u r a l  c o rn - b a s e d  m a te r i a l  a n d  were not 
recyclab le .  T h ese  c u p s  w e re  only  effective 
i f  th e y  w ere  i s o la te d  t h e n  com posted  at a 
c o m m e rc ia l  facili ty ,  w h ic h  is currently 
u n av a i lab le .

“Elon c u r r e n t l y  u t i l i z e s  a commercial 
fac i l i ty  for c o m p o s t i n g  o rg a n ic  materials 
f ro m  th e  tw o  la rg e s t  d i n i n g  ha l ls ,  Harden 
a n d  C o lo nn ades ,"  E la in e  Durr,  Elon's 
s u s t a in a b i l i ty  c o o r d i n a to r  sa id . “At this 
t im e ,  th e r e  a re  n o  c o m p o s t  b in s  available for 
u se  th r o u g h o u t  c a m p u s .  T h e re  is interest 
in  p ro v id in g  s u c h  b i n s  p e r h a p s  initially as 
a p ilo t  p ro je c t  in  o n e  lo c a t io n ."

D u r r  s a id  a n  in v e s t ig a t i o n  into the 
n e ce ss i ty  o f  th e  b i n s  w o u ld  precede 
im p le m e n ta t io n .

The Solo Bare c u p s  h a v e  a less  negative 
im p a c t  o n  th e  e n v i r o n m e n t  because  they 
a re  m a d e  of p a p e r  a n d  c a n  b e  deposited in 
l a n d f i l l s ,  w h ic h  is  c u r r e n t l y  th e  only option 
for d is p o sa l .

Even th o u g h  t h i s  is  n o t  the  perfect 
s i tu a t io n .  A s s i s t a n t  Fo od  Service  Director 
Ryan Moore sa id ,  “p r e s e n t l y  t h i s  is the best 
a l te rn a t iv e  t h a t  we h a v e  av a i lab le .”

A dd it io na l ly ,  D u r r  sa id ,  it  is important 
for s t u d e n t s  to  b e  a w a re  o f  th e  option to 
u se  t h e i r  r e u s a b le  w a te r  b o t t l e s  as a way of 
r e d u c in g  w aste .

“The c u p s  a r e  p a r t  o f  th e  university's 
w as te  s t r e a m ,"  sh e  sa id .  “R ed u c in g  the need 
for c u p s  by  u s i n g  r e u s a b le  b o t t l e s  and  mugs 
is  e s s e n t i a l  to  r e d u c i n g  th e  w as te  stream 
c rea te d  by th e  c u p s , ” sh e  sa id .

In  a d d i t io n  to  t h i s  b e n e f i t  of supporting 

th e  u n iv e r s i t y ’s i n i t i a t i v e s  towards 
su s ta in a b i l i ty ,  s t u d e n t s  b e n e f i t  from the 
c h a n g e  b e c a u s e  th e  Solo Bare  cu ps  are 22 
o u n c e s  in  c o m p a r i s o n  to  th e  Greenware 

c u p s  20 ou n c es .
A l th o u g h  th e  m e a s u r e m e n t  is onl) 

a s l ig h t  c h a n g e ,  it is  a b ig  h i t  with the 
s tu d e n ts .

“I l ike  to  s t a y  h y d r a t e d  a n d  refill ni) 
d r i n k s  f r eq u en t ly ,  so  t h e  in c re a sed  size 
h e lp s  cu t  d o w n  o n  t h a t , ” so p h o m o re  Katie 
O 'Brien  sa id .

O th e r  p e r k s  b r o u g h t  u p  by  students 

w ere  th a t  th e  c u p s  d o  n o t  s e e m  to perspir* 

as  m u c h ,  a n d  th e y  a l s o  s e e m  to  keep 
h a n d s  w a r m e r  w h e n  c a r r y i n g  cold drink* 
a c ro s s  c a m p u s .

D esp ite  t h e s e  p o s i t iv e  a sp ec ts ,  some 
s t u d e n t s  a re  b o t h e r e d  by  th e  aesthetics oi 
th e  new  cu p s .  M any d o  n o t  l ike that the) 
a re  u n a b le  to  see  h o w  m u c h  o f  a n d  what the 
c o n te n ts  a re .  T he  o ld  c u p s  w e re  v ie w e d  to 
be  c lean  a n d  m o d e r n  lo o k in g .

“I ju s t  t h i n k  th e  c o lo r  o f  th e  cup s  make* 
th e m  a p p e a r  to  b e  d i r t y , ” f r e s h m a n  Sa® 
P a rk e r  sa id .


