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Whittington earns promotion 
after 18 years witli university

If -

Jack Dodson
News Editor

Last week Elon University announced
th a t  its vice p re s id e n t  of bus in e ss ,  
f in an ce  an d  technology ,  Gerald  
W h i t t in g to n ,  h a s  b een  p ro m o te d  to 
s e n io r  vice p res iden t .

W h i t t in g to n  sa id  he found  out two
w eeks  a g o a b o u t th e a p p o i n tm e n t ,  w hich
is a reco g n i t io n  of h is  ach iev em en ts  at 
Elon a n d  h is  18 yea rs  of serv ice  to the  
in s t i tu t io n .  He sa id  h is  d u t i e s  will not 
ch a n g e  u n d e r  the  new title.

He f i rs t  cam e to  Elon on Jan. 1, 1992, 
to  a c a m p u s  he cou ld  tell  was on the  
edge of  big ach ievem en ts ,  W hit t ing ton  
said.

“It w as  a m uch  sm al le r  place ,” he 
sa id  of the  cam p u s .  “It was a place 1 
cou ld  tell w as  going to  m ake  som e 
m a jo r  s t r id e s  na t ion  wide  ... (Elon 
had)  a g rea t ,  m e teo r ic  r ise  in  h ighe r  
e d u ca t io n .”

Back th e n  he was the  vice p res iden t  
for b u s in e s s  and  finance .  In 2002, 
“te c h n o lo g y ” w as  ad d ed  to h is  title.

One of the  m a jo r  a c co m p l i sh m en ts  
W hi t t in g to n  sa id  he's had  d u r in g  
h is  t im e  at Elon is in  th e  a rea  of 
c o n s t ru c t io n .

“Over the  years ,  w e’ve doub led  
the  s ize  of th e  c a m p u s  and  all of 
th a t  c o n s t ru c t io n  w as u n d e r  my

Over the years, we’ve 
doubled the size of 
the campus and all 
of that construction 
was under my 
responsibility.
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responsib i l i ty ,"  he said.
W h i t t in g to n  a lso  p o in ted  to  the  

inc rea se  in the  u n iv e r s i ty ’s e n d o w m en t  
over the  la s t  18 yea rs  as one of the  
focuses  of h is  work.

Looking ahead ,  W hi t t in g to n  said  
he p la n s  to focus  heavily  on the  new 
s t ra teg ic  p lan .  The Elon C om m itm en t .  
One of the  th in g s  he hopes  to  accom plish  
u n d e r  the  p la n  is to  “double ,  m aybe  
tr ip le  the  s ize  of o u r  e n d o w m e n t .”

The Elon C o m m itm en t  a lso  takes  on 
a lot of i s sues  W hi t t in g to n  sa id  h e ’d 
have to  work on. Besides th e  p ro p o s e d  
c o n s t ru c t io n  pro jec ts ,  he sa id  h e ’ll 
have to focus  on red u c in g  the  c a rb o n  
e m iss io n s  on cam p u s  an d  su s t a in a b i l i ty  
in i t ia t ives  for the  un ivers i ty .

Elon investigates alternative 
servers for campus e-mail
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Elon Univers ity  in fo rm a t io n  
sy s tem s  and  te chno log ies  co n f i rm ed  
they a re  inves t iga t ing  o u ts ide  so u rce s  
for e-mail se rve rs  to  save cos ts  an d  
prov ide  a m ore  eff ic ient se rv ice  for 
the  cam pus.

Tony Rose, a s s i s t a n t  d i r ec to r  
of in fo rm a t io n  sy s te m s  and  
technologies ,  sa id  th e  rea l  i s sue  w i th  
keep ing  the  e-mail  s e rv e rs  on location  
is th e  h a rd w a re  for the  “h igh-end"  
s e rve rs  m u s t  be u p d a te d  f requen t ly  
a n d  is ex t rem e ly  expensive .

“It is no longer  a good  r e t u r n  to 
pu t  o u r  r e s o u rce s  in to  e -m ail  when 
o th e r  sou rces  can  do it b e t te r  and  
cheaper ,” Rose said.

Rose sa id  i f  the  u n ive rs i ty  
even tua l ly  chose  to o u tso u rce  e-mail,  
th e  d e p a r tm e n t  would  no t  su f fe r  
b udge t  or em ployee  cu ts ,  th o u g h  
re s ea rch  h a s  not b een  f ina l ized .

“We a re  looking  in to  severa l  
sy s tem s  such  as Microsoft Live an d  
Google Mail,” Rose said.  “But we have 
no t  yet m ade  an  official dec is ion .”

A ppa lach ian  State Univers ity  
sw i tched  sy s tem s  f rom  the  ASU 
e-mail  s e rv e r  for its 15,000 s tu d e n ts  
over  the  su m m e r ,  bu t  no t  its facu l ty  
an d  staff ,  accord ing  to  David Hayler, 
th e  d i r ec to r  of i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  an d  
sy s tem  at ASU. ASU began  d is c u s s in g  
th e  sw itch  to  save cos ts  an d  space  on 
its se rvers .

But Hayler ex p la in s  the  move did  
no t  free  up  m u c h  of the  space.

“S tuden ts  accoun t  for very  l i t t le  
e -m ail  space ,” Hayler said. “The 
facu l ty  an d  s t a f f  p robab ly  u se  the  
m o s t  space  b u t  g e t t in g  enough  
s u p p o r t  to  move th e  facu l ty  an d  s ta f f  
is th e  b iggest  problem."

C urren t ly ,  ASU offe rs  inc lusive 
s u p p o r t  f ro m  th e  techno logy  
c o n s u l ta n t s  on  c a m p u s  for all e-mail  
u se r s ,  w h ich  inc ludes  any  is sue  
w i th  e-mail  o r  th e  In te rne t .  Moving 
w ou ld  severely  l im i t  th e  su p p o r t  
th e  u n iv e rs i ty  cou ld  offer reg a rd in g  
e -m ail  p ro b lem s ,  Hayler said.

“If a p ro fe sso r  ca l ls  to  say 'I de le ted  
an  e-mail ,  how do I get it b ack ? ’ or if 
Google  is down, they  c a n ’t cal l us," 
Hayler said.

S uppo r t  is  a l so  a so u rce  of  conce rn

for Elon, Fred Melchor, d i r e c to r  of 
te ch n o lo g y  a n d  su p p o r t ,  sa id .“The 
only  way Elon w ou ld  m ove would  
be i f  we cou ld  m a in t a in  the  sam e  
s u p p o r t . ”

While  som e  ASU facu l ty  may 
s t ru g g le  w i th  th e  change,  s t u d e n t s  
do not seem  a f fec ted  by th e  move. 
S tuden t  ca l ls  to  the  he lp  desk  have  
d ro p p e d  to  a lm o s t  n o th in g ,  b u t  
f a cu l ty  a n d  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  s t i l l  
f r eq u e n t ly  u se  th e  serv ice,  Hayler 
sa id.

“S tu d en t s  do no t  s eem  to m i n d  the  
move," Hayler said.  “They a re  m u c h  
m ore  in  tu n e  to th e  technology."

Hayler sa id  th e  m ove w as no t  a 
huge ch ange  for th e  s tu d e n ts .

“ASU is  s t i l l  re sp o n s ib le  for 
p ro v is io n in g  th e  accoun t  m e c h a n i s m  
to  work w i th  Google .”

Each s t u d e n t ’s e -m ail  a d d re s s  
is s t il l “u se r .ap p s ta te .ed u "  a n d  al l 
e-mail  is s im ply  fo rw a rd e d  to  the  
a d d re s s  on th e  Google  se rver ,  Hayler 
said.

The e -m ail  d o m a in  looks  a n d  
feels like a Google a ccoun t  w i th  a 
l i t t le  black  an d  gold  flair ,  Hayler 
said.  S tuden ts  can  ch o o se  b e tw een  
the  App Sta te d e s ig n  o r  th e  r e g u la r  
Google appea rance .

Hayler sa id  th e  sw itch  d id  no t  cost  
a n y th in g  for th e  un ive rs i ty .

“It w as  free  a s  p a r t  o f  an  educa t ion  
si te  for t h r e e  y ea rs ,” he  said.

A d v e r t i s e m e n ts  wil l no t  be 
b o m b a rd in g  s tu d e n t s  e i ther ,  as 
Google sa id  it wil l n o t  r u n  a d s  w hile  
th e  e -m ail  r e a d e r  is  s t i l l  a s tu d e n t .  
But a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  wil l r e s u m e  a f te r  
g rad u a t io n ,  a l th o u g h  th e  t im e  lapse  
b e tw een  g rad u a t io n  a n d  r e s u m in g  
ad v e r t is in g  h a s  no t  yet b e e n  
es tab l i shed .

Elon c u r r e n t ly  h a s  6 ,000  to  7,000 
e-mail  a ccoun ts  ta k in g  u p  space  on 
th e  server,  acco rd ing  to  Melchor. 
W hether  the  a m o u n t  o f  s to rage  
space  on the  c a m p u s  s e rv e r  w ould  
be s ign if ican t  is  u n d e t e rm in e d .  Rose 
said,  b u t  th e  move w ould  be  a b e t te r  
r e t u r n  inves tm en t .

“Google  Mail for exam ple  offers  
seven  gigs  of storage.  We ju s t  can ' t  
co m pe te  w i th  th a t , ” Rose  sa id  
“W hen som eone  else  can  do  it 
c h eap e r  an d  b e t t e r  th e re  r ea l ly  is no 
c o m p e t i t io n .”
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Gerald Whittington was promoted to senior vice president on Feb. 9. The promotion v/as a 
way to recognize him for 18 years of service to the university.

Schools see dips 
in endowments, 
Elon’s continues 
to grow steadily
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th e  Ever Elon c a m p a ig n ,  w h ic h  
s e e k s  to  r a i s e  $100 m i l l io n  for  th e  
un iv e rs i ty ,  $70 m i l l io n  of  w h ic h  
will  go to w a rd  th e  e n d o w m e n t .

A cco rd ing  to  th e  off ice  of  th e  
p r e s id e n t ,  th e  c a m p a ig n  s e e k s  to  
e x p a n d  th e  n u m b e r  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p s  
ava i lab le  to  s t u d e n t s  a n d  to  
en d o w  s u p p o r t  fo r  th e  facu l ty ,  
en g ag ed  l e a r n in g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  
m a in t e n a n c e  of  E lon’s c a m p u s .

“Right  now, we a r e  at $73.5 
m i l l ion ,  j u s t  u n d e r  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  
of o u r  goa l ,” C huck  Davis ,  d i r e c to r  
of th e  Ever Elon c a m p a ig n ,  sa id .

A l th o u g h  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  
h a s  a spec i f ic  goal ,  J im  Pia t t ,  
vice p r e s id e n t  for  u n iv e r s i t y
a d v a n c e m e n t ,  e x p l a in s  n o
u n iv e r s i ty  is  ever  d o n e  b u i l d i n g  
it s  e n d o w m e n t .

“We have  a s t a f f  in  U n iv e rs i ty  
A d v a n c e m e n t  t h a t  w o rk s
in d iv id u a l ly  w i th  a l u m n i ,  
f r i e n d s  a n d  p a r e n t s ,  v i s i t in g  
fo lks  a n d  t a l k i n g  to  t h e m  a b o u t  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t  to  c rea te  
an  e n d o w ed  f u n d , ” P ia t t  sa id .  “It is 
d e f in i t e ly  a n  o n g o in g  p ro ce s s ."

In m o s t  h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n  
schoo ls ,  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f  e n d o w m e n t  
f u n d s  com e  f r o m  a l u m n i .  At Elon, 
56 p e r c e n t  o f  a l u m n i  a r e  y o u n g e r  
t h a n  40, w h ic h  a r e  n o t  th e  age 
g ro u p  of p eo p le  w ho  m a k e  m a jo r  
c o r i t r ib u t io n s ,  P ia t t  sa id .

“They give support annually, but
b igge r  g i f t s  com e  f r o m  d e d i c a te d  
a lu m s  f ro m  th e  1940s  a n d  1950s ,” 
P ia t t  sa id .  “A n o th e r  ve ry  i m p o r t a n t  
fac to r  is  th e  p a r e n t s  w h o  b e l ieve  
so  s t ro n g ly  in  Elon a n d  s u p p o r t  us .  
They a re  p ay in g  tu i t i o n ,  ye t  th e y  
bel ieve  so m u c h  in  Elon a n d  love

w h a t  it d o e s  fo r  t h e i r  chi ldren.”
T h e  u n i v e r s i t y  is  currently 

t a k i n g  s t e p s  t o  b o o s t  alumni 
g iv in g  w i t h  t h e  IGNITE challenge, 
w h e re  y o u n g  a l u m s  who have 
g r a d u a t e d  w i t h i n  10 years can 
h a v e  t h e i r  g i f t s  o f  $20 or more 
m a t c h e d  5 - to - l  b y  Kerri i Brown 
A n d e r s o n ,  f o r m e r  CEO of Wendy's 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l .

A c c o r d in g  to  t h e  IGNlTE’s Web 
site , it h a s  a l r e a d y  ra i sed  $9,702 
f r o m  84  a l u m n i  an d  $48,510 
m a t c h i n g  d o l l a r s  f r o m  Anderson.

T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  endowment 
m o n e y  is  c u r r e n t l y  go ing  towards 
T h e  Elon C o m m i t m e n t ,  which is 
t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ’s new ly-approved  

s t r a t e g i c  p l a n .
T h e  E lon  C o m m i tm e n t  is a 

10-year  p l a n  t h a t  t a k e s  on eight 
m a j o r  g o a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  numerous 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  on campuSi 
b r i n g i n g  m o r e  d iv e r s e  faculty to 

t e a c h  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  the  P hoen ix  

a t h l e t i c s  p r o g r a m .
“If  o u r  e n d o w m e n t  had lost 

s i g n i f i c a n t ly ,  it  w o u ld  have meant 
t h a t  o u r  a b i l i t y  to  m e e t  some goals 
w o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  s lowed,  and "C 
w o u ld  h a v e  h a d  to  ra ise  more 
m o n e y  to  r e p l a c e  w h a t  was lost, 
W h i t t i n g t o n  s a id .  “If we don 
h a v e  a n y  o t h e r  s o u r c e  of funds, 
t h e n  t u i t i o n  w o u l d  have  to go ttP 
to  m e e t  t h e  n e e d e d  funds ."

A c c o r d i n g  to  the 
C o m m i t m e n t  Web si te , once 
Ever  E lon  c a m p a i g n  is  complete ■ 
th e  n e x t  s t e p  is  to  launch  a ne 
c a m p a i g n ,  w h ic h  will  
u n i v e r s i t y ’s e n d o w m e n t  by ^ 
a n d  b u i l d  a s o l id  f inancia l  oi 
fo r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s .


