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Fewer males applying to school
Gender gap remains steady at Elon, nationally
Rebecca Smith
Features Editor

Elon Universi ty 's  female-to-m ale  
ra t io  is j u s t  slightly  m ore  skewed 
th a n  th e  na t io n a l  average, w i th  Elon 
at 60 p ercen t  fem ale  and  40 p ercen t  
male.

In 1990, 55 p ercen t  of college 
s tu d e n ts  were  female . By 2003, 57 
pe rc en t  of college s tu d e n ts  were 
female,  accord ing  to th e  A m erican  
Council  on  Education.

Elon is looking  to  inc re ase  the  
perc en ta g e  of m ales  to 42 p e rc e n t  in 
th e  incom ing  class  of 2014, accord ing  
to Greg Zaiser, d ean  of adm iss ions .  
This  2 p e rc en t  inc re ase  will be  a 
cha llenge  because  only 35 p e rc en t  
of al l app l ica t ions  Elon receives are  
f rom  males .

“Yes, we would  like it if  we could 
have a h ig h e r  p e rcen tage  of m a les ,” 
Zaiser  said. “But I th in k  we are  doing 
rea lly  good w hen  you cons ider  how 
few app l ica t ions  we get f rom  males .  
From th e  r e se a rch  th a t  I have done, 
m ales  typical ly  w an t  to go to schools  
in a m ore  u r b a n  en v i ro n m en t  and  
want to go to la rger  schoo ls .”

Elon is able to achieve an 
en ro l lm e n t  of 40 p e rc en t  m ales  
because  the  m ales  who apply to Elon 
typ ical ly  en ro l l  at a h ig h e r  rate  th a n  
females.

One th in g  Elon h as  done to exp a n d  
its appea l  is going th r o u g h  the  Elon 
Web site and  pub lica t ions  to e n s u re  
everyone is equa l ly  rep resen ted .

“It seem s like a sm all  th ing ,  
but  it rea lly  m a kes  a big im p ac t ,” 
Zaiser  said. “We w o u ld n ’t w an t  to be 
an ym ore  im ba lanced ,  but  o u r  ra t ios  
a re  not ab n o rm a l .”

Elon Is m ak ing  an effort to try  and 
a ttract more s tuden ts  by broadening  
the  num ber  of schools  tha t  know about 
the university. Currently, 50 percen t of 
males who at tend Elon are from North 
Carolina. Therefore, sending people 
to schools  outside of North Carolina 
could potentially increase the  num ber  
of males who apply.

“We are  s e n d in g  m ore 
rep resen ta t ives  to all-boy schools  in 
o rder  to  hopefu l ly  gain  new in te re s t ,” 
Zaiser  said. “We also have th is  
p ro g ra m  w here  we host  12 gu idance  
counse lo rs  f rom  d if fe ren t  schools  at 
Elon. We are  b r in g in g  in som e new 
g u ida nce  counse lo rs  f rom  diverse 
schools  th i s  year .”

Try ing  to reach  a m ore  d iverse 
p o p u la t io n  is one so lu t ion  th a t  has  
been  given to decrease  the  gender  
gap. The r ep o r t  by the  A m erican  
Council  of Education sugges ts  th e  way 
educa to rs  and  policy m a k ers  can  m ake 
the  biggest d if fe rence  w ith  the  gender  
gap is by focusing  the i r  ef fo r ts  on 
Hispanics .  A ccord ing  to th e  American 
Council  of Education,  young  Hispanic 
m en  have had  the  lowest bach e lo r ’s 
degree  a t ta in m e n t  level of any g roup  
s tud ied ,  at only  10 percent.

While th e re  are  m ore  females 
en ro l led  in college, m a les  sti l l  get 
paid m ore  in the  United States. Some 
people believe as m ore  w om en receive 
h igher  educat ion ,  the  pay gap could 
decrease.

“I th in k  th i s  will change  society," 
Lynn Huber, a s s is ta n t  p ro fesso r  of 
re l ig ious s tud ies ,  sa id. “I do th in k  
the  m ore  tha t  w om en have a presence  
in  the  p rofess iona l  world, the  be t te r  
it will  be  for women in general.  
Change in the  sys tem  req u ire s  women 
working toge ther  and  being will ing  to 
take  r isk s  to change  th in g s .”

More th a n  5,500 appl ica tions 
were su b m i t te d  th is  year  du r in g  
early ac tion  for the  c lass of 2014. 
A round  67 p e rcen t  of the  early action 
app l ica tions  were su b m i t te d  by 
females.  Of all the  early app l ican ts ,  
67 p ercen t  were accepted.

“Women p rese n t  th em se lves  earlier  
and  w om en apply earl ie r ,” Zaiser  said. 
“A huge n u m b e r  of ou r  s tu d e n ts  apply 
d u r in g  early  action. Currently ,  we 
have m ore  fem ales  th a n  males ,  but 
we are  ho ld ing  our  own. At the  end of 
the  day we do not want to become less 
appe a l in g  to females  e i ther .”
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Freshman Kelly Cavanaugh, left, and junior Jenna Thash, right, talk over lunch. Elon Is 60 percent 
women, and the school hoF>es to increase the amount of men enrolled for the class of 2014.

BY THE NUMBERS

2008-2009 ACADEMIC YEAR ELON ENROLLMENT:

2,006 undergraduate men 
2,880 undergraduate women

2000 ACADEMIC YEAR ELON ENROLLMENT:

1,475 undergraduate men 
2,312 undergraduate women

-Statistics courtesy of Elon Common Data Sets

NATIONALLY IN 2008-2009

43 percent men in higher education institutions 
57 percent women in higher education institutions

-Statistics courtesy o f American Council of Education

Department of Religious Studies to hire 
faculty with Southeast Asian focus
Marlena Chertock
Design Intern

The D ep a r tm en t  of Religious 
Studies  p lans  to b ro ad e n  its 
pe rspec t ive  by add ing  a faculty  
m e m b er  w ith  a focus on H indu ism  
and  S outheas t  Asian  s tud ies .  The 
spot for a new pro fesso r  opened  up 
when re l ig ious s tud ies  p ro fesso r  Jim 
Pace an n o u n c ed  h is  re t i rem en t .  Pace 
taugh t  cou rses  on archeology  an d  the  
Hebrew Bible. The re l ig ious  s tud ies  
d e p a r tm e n t  hopes  to fill the  posit ion  
w ith  a p ro fe sso r  whose e x p e r t ise  is in 
S outheas t  Asian religions.

D uring  a faculty  hire,  the 
d e p a r tm e n t  a s sesses  s t ren g th s ,  
weaknesses ,  and  what could be 
im proved, Rebecca Peters,  cha ir  of 
the  d e p a r tm e n t  of re l ig ious  s tud ies  
said.

The sea rch  for a facu lty  m e m b er  
to replace Pace has  yie lded th re e  
cand ida tes  for the  posit ion .

Amy Allocco is cu r re n t ly  in  a one- 
year  pos i t ion  in the  d ep a r tm e n t .  
Allocco recieved her  doctorate ,  f rom  
Emory University  last  spr ing .  Allocco 
focuses  on snake goddesses  in India. 
She has  s tu d ied  and  lived in  South  
Ind ia  in  Tamil Nadu for e ight or n ine  
years,  Peters  said.

She s tud ies  “ways in w hich  these  
snake  goddesses  had  a re su rg e n t  as 
a resu l t  of g loba l iza t ion  an d  r is ing  
rates  of in fer t i l i ty ,” Peters said

A m anda  Huffer is com ple t ing  her  
s tud ies  at the  University  of Chicago. 
She focuses  on the  A m m a, the  Hindu

hugg ing  gu ru .  Huffer  has  r ea sea rched  
A m m a ’s followers an d  devotees  in 
the  United States. She has  also  done 
field work in the  United States and  
conduc ted  p a r t ic ip a n t  observa tions .

A ndrea  Ja in  is com plet ing  her 
s tud ies  at Rice University  in Texas. 
Ja in ’s work is cen te red  m ore a ro u n d  
Ja in ism , “a d if fe ren t  S outheas t  Asian 
religion, close to H indu ism ,” Peters  
said. The D iaspora  and  co m m unit ie s  
of Ind ians  who are  living ou tside  of 
India fall u n d e r  J a in ’s research .

“She’s doing re se a rch  in to  yogi 
t rad i t io n s  th a t  are rela ted  to Ja in ism , 
com par ing  m o d e rn  and  t rad i t iona l  
Hindu prac tices  w ith in  Ja in ism ,” 
Peters  said.

A f inal  cand ida te  will be an n o u n c ed  
by the  end of February.

According to Peters,  the  relig ious 
p ro g ra m  previously  focused  more 
on p re p a r in g  s tu d e n ts  for sem ina ry  
since Elon is a rel ig iously  aff il ia ted  
universi ty .  This focus has  lessened.

“The field has  changed  so m uch  
in the  last  40 years; t h a t ’s not what 
people do in re l ig ious  s tud ies .  
T h a t ’s not all  of ou r  s tu d e n ts .  Back 
the n  th e re  would  have been  all 
C h r is t ian  scholars:  New Testament,  
Old Testament,  e thics ,  a church  
h is to r ian ,” Peters sa id. “As the  field 
has  changed  and  as the  world has 
changed ,  the  field has  resp o n d e d  to 
tha t .  (Alternative religion) is the  next 
ph ase .”

The d e p a r tm e n t  has  r esea rched  
o th e r  schools '  re l ig ious  d ep a r tm e n ts .  
The t r e n d  is moving toward  having

faculty  w ith  know ledge of B uddhism  
and  S outheas t  Asian  religions.

A m ajo r  c u r r ic u lu m  revision for the  
d e p a r tm e n t  is underw ay,  accord ing  
to Peters.

A focus on  H indu ism  and  South 
Asian  relig ion  would  give the  
d e p a r tm e n t  a b roade r  perspective .  
These re l ig ions  inc lude h a l f  of the

w orld ’s popu la t ion ,  Peters  sa id, so the  
topic is im por tan t .

“Especially w ith  the  focus on 
in te rn a t io n a l  s tud ies  of th e  cam pus,  
hav ing  a s t ro n g e r  faculty  whose 
p r im a ry  spec ia l ty  are  in the  d if fe ren t  
m ajor  world t r ad i t io n s  is som e th ing  
we feel th a t  m akes  us  a s t ronger  
d e p a r tm e n t , ” Peters said.
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