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Elon students return to normalcy atter quake
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CHILE from PAGE 1

Z ale’s h o s t  fa m ily ’s h o m e  s u s ta in e d  no  d a m a g e s ,  bu t  th e ir  
n e ig h b o rh o o d ,  h k e  m a n y  in  Santiago, h a s  yet to  re g a in  power. 
W hile S an tiag o  s u f fe re d  m in im a l  a m o u n ts  o f  s t r u c tu r a l  
d a m a g e ,  th e  p o w er o u tag e s  have  severely  r e s t r ic te d  travel 
a n d  c o m m u n ic a t io n  w i th in  th e  city. M any tra f f ic  l ig h ts  a re  
no t fu n c tio n in g ,  m a k in g  it d a n g e ro u s  to  drive.

Alt h o u g h  S an tiag o  w as  s p a re d  th e  b r u n t  o f  th e  e a r th q u a k e ,  
t h e re  w ere  s ti ll  c a se s  o f  sev e re  d a m a g e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  city.

Rafael Rocco a n d  Patric ia  M ontecina  w ere  jo l te d  o u t  of 
b ed  n o t  on ly  b y  th e  im m e n s e  sh a k in g  f ro m  th e  e a r th q u a k e ,  
b u t  a lso  f ro m  th e  s o u n d  o f  th e  co llap se  o f  th e i r  a p a r tm e n t  
c o m p le x ’s tw o  s to ry  p a rk in g  garage.

T he  garage, loca ted  in Las C ondes, a  su b u rb a n  ne ig h b o rh o o d  
w i th in  th e  city, c o n ta in ed  a b o u t  56 c a rs  at th e  t im e  o f  its  
co llapse . All w ere  com ple te ly  d e s tro y ed .

“T he  sh a k in g  fro m  th is  e a r th q u a k e  w as  like  n o th in g  I have 
ever e x p e r ien c e d ,” Rocco said. “T h ere  have  b e e n  e a r th q u a k e s  
h e re  before , b u t  n o th in g  like  th is  d u r in g  th is  t im e  p e r io d . 
T h ese  b u i ld in g s  h ave  su rv iv e d  m a n y  e a r th q u a k e s ,  b u t  th is  
o n e  w as  j u s t  to o  m u c h .”

T he c en te r  o f  Santiago, h o m e  to  m a n y  h is to r ica l  b u i ld in g s ,  
w as  th e  m o s t  d a m a g e d  by  th e  e a r th q u a k e .  O lder g o v e rn m e n t  
b u i ld in g s  a n d  c h u rc h e s  s u f fe re d  se r io u s  s t r u c tu r a l  dam ag e , 
a n d  o n e  o f  th e  o ldes t c h u rc h e s  in  San tiago  lost its  bell 

tower.
D esp ite  th e se  exam ples ,  b e ca u se  o f  th e  fre q u en c y  of 

sm a lle r  e a r th q u a k e s  in  Chile, a ll new  b u i ld in g s  a re  su b jec t  
to  s tr ic t  h e ig h t a n d  sa fe ty  re s t r ic t io n s ,  m e a n in g  m o st 
p eo p le  su ffe red  lit t le  p ro p e r ty  d a m a g e  in  Santiago, u n l ik e  
C oncepcion  w h e re  v ir tu a l ly  every  b u i ld in g  in  th e  c ity  w as 
so m e h o w  d am ag ed .

A ngelica  Zelaya, a  re t i re d  s e c re ta ry  liv ing  in  Las C ondes, 
e x p la in ed  th a t  for m any, th e  p o w er o u tag es  w ere  b o th  
th e  m o s t  te r r i fy in g  a n d  th e  m o s t  d a n g e ro u s  a sp e c t  o f  th e  
quake.

“1 w as very  sc a re d  a n d  w as  t ry in g  to  get to  a  safe  p lace,” 
Zelaya said . “But w h a t  m a d e  th e  s i tu a t io n  so  m u c h  w o rse  w as 
th e  lack  o f  light. No o n e  co u ld  see  a n y th in g ,  n o  one  c o u ld  get 
ou tside , no  one  cou ld  leave w h e re  th ey  w ere .”

Like m a n y  o th e r  S a n tig u in o s ,  Zelaya’s a p a r tm e n t  re g a in ed  
p o w er w ith in  severa l h o u rs .

“We have  w a te r  he re , a n d  food  a n d  e lec tr ic ity ,” sh e  said. 
“We a re  so  fo r tu n a te  h e re  in  Santiago, we c a n  on ly  h o p e  a n d  
p ray  for th o se  in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  co u n try .”

Reporter's note: The interviews were conducted in Spanish  
a n d  then translated fo r  this story. Fendt is a  Junior a t  Elon 

studying in Chile this semester

^  LINDSA. l- tN U I iH w to o c S "
Santiguinos stand outside as a precaution after Saturday’s 
earthquake. Aftershocks rocked the country for hours.

UNDSAY FENDT | p no tog rap lw r

Workers began repairing sidewalks and walls several 
hours after the earthquake struck. While there was little 
severe damage in Santiago, many older houses lost 
garden walls and paths.

UNDSAY FENUI | P t w o g ^

The celling of a parking garage in a Santiago neighborhood 
collapsed during the earthquake. The 56 cars that were Inside 
the garage were all damaged beyond repair, and the surrounding 
buildings suffered structural damage.

UNDSAY FENDT | P t i o t o s i ^

Supermarkets In Santiago were heavily guarded following the chaotic rushes of people trying to get food and water. In 
Concepcibn, Chile, where most of the damage occured, many of the supermarkets were looted.
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giveaway!

First 15 0  students nceire a tote bag!

Go to www.elon.edu/careers for more tnformation 
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