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Multi-billion dollar deficit may stop USPS 
Saturday deliveries
David Hodges
Reporter

Weather may not be able to stop the 
United States' postal workers, but a $10 
billion debt could halt deliveries on 
Saturdays. The change would mean job 
reductions on both  a national and local 
level.

The Postal Service has not escaped 
the reach of the economic recession. As 
businesses began to feel the weight of the 
recession bear down on revenue, mailing 
costs becam e one of the budget casualties. 
Online com munication and bill payment 
are also cutting  into the agency's revenue 
source. As a result, Saturday shipping 
could be dum ped.

“If we stop the cost of operation one day 
a week there would be a trem endous cost 
reduction," said Carl Walton, Greensboro 
district com m unications coordinator.

The Postal Service projects more than 
$3 billion in  savings.

But locally, post offices are finding 
different ways to pick up the slack. The 
Elon University Mail Center is also seeing a 
sharp decline in mail pieces, from 90,000 
to 60,000 pieces over the pas t few years. 
The num ber of package arrivals has 
increased by 15 percent.

The post office branch on South 
Williamson Avenue may not receive as 
many mailed-in bills as previously, but 
Elon s tudents flood the office for passports  
needed to study abroad.

Rodney Justice works at the Williamson 
branch and said he hasn’t noticed any 
decline in business in his 15 years of 
working there.

“Not a lot of people are going to switch 
over their bill paym ents (to online)," 
Justice said. “I’d say it 's about one-third of 
the people will change their  ways."

As Justice offered tha t estimate, a 
female senior citizen across the counter 
volunteered tha t she has s tarted  paying 
her bills online. In fact, she said she began 
making most of her transactions online.

It’s a trend  th a t’s beginning to take a toll 
on the postal service.

Regardless of local success, the Elon 
University Mail Center would follow in 
cutbacks if Saturday delivery were to 
stop. Saturday positions would have to be 
eliminated, according to Chuck Sparks, 
the university mail supervisor .

“If the re’s no mail for people to pick up, 
than  the re’s no use in us being here,” he 
said.

The mail center could save more than 
$10,000 a year if it were to cut Saturday 
work hours, Sparks said. One to two staff 
m em bers and four s tudents pick up the 
Saturday shift. These employees would 
not lose their jobs, but their Saturday work 
hours would be reduced.

Although mail may not be delivered on 
Saturdays, volume will not decrease. Many 
people across the nation are worried about 
jam m ing  six days of work into five.

“We have to try and not stop efficiency," 
Walton said.“We have a pilot model of how 
to make th is  work, and if Congress was to 
pass the plan, we hope to implement it in 
six months."

Congress would have to approve the 
hour reduction that USPS is considering. 
Because of the curren t pressure  on 
health  care reform, postal workers aren't 
expecting anyjpossible changes tg Saturday 
delivery for at least a year.

“I’ve heard this rum or for more than  20 
years, since 1986, and they’ve never taken 
it all the way to Congress,” Sparks said. 
“Who knows when it’ll come out."

But Sparks has been a witness to 
other cost-saving strategies. Increases 
in technology have eliminated positions 
previously necessary to sort mail. 
USPS combined courier routes to make 
mail delivery more efficient and less 
expensive.

In an effort to operate in the black, 
s tream lin ing has been the answer to the 
postal service's economic woes, according 
to Walton. Eliminating Saturday deliveries 
could ju s t  be par t  of the process for USPS.
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Mail services supervisor Chuck Sparks runs mail for the university on Saturday. The economic 
recession could lead to mall not being delivered on Saturdays any longer.

Elon releases budget, lowest 
tuition increase in 12 years
Caltlin O ’Donnell
Assistant News Editor

The Elon University Board of 
Trustees approved the  2010-2011 
fiscal year budget, placing em phasis 
on m ain ta in ing  an  affordable tuition 
and funding  the  priorities of the Elon 
Commitment.

Early last week, the board  approved a 
5.2 percent increase in total tuition, the 
smallest increase since 1998, setting 
undergraduate tu ition  at $26,827 and 
typical room and board  at $8,648. Last 
year, tuition  cost s tuden ts  $25,489 and 
room and board  cost $8,236.

“In recognition of the global 
economic situation, we knew tha t we had 
to keep the percentage increase as low 
as possible,” said Gerald Whittington, 
senior vice president for business, 
finance and technology.

According to an  E-Net report, the 
cost of a t tending  Elon next year is 5.4 
percent below the national average for 
private universities and  13.6 percent 
below the  average cost for top private 
schools in  the  South.

The university  is also recognized as a 
top-value education. This is determ ined 
by both  the  school itself and other

publications, including Newsweek and 
the Princeton Review.

“There are d ifferent ways to 
determ ine this," Whittington said. “We 
look at where Elon ranks  com pared to 
national universities as well as those 
w ith in  our region of the country, but 
outside publications do their  own 
analyses.”

Whittington explained that to keep 
tuition  reasonable, not all proposals 
could be funded.

“There were lots of great ideas 
subm itted  from every possible program 
in the school," he said. “But we ju s t  
weren’t able to provide money for 
everyone."

What the board  did prioritize was 
the objectives of the Elon Commitment, 
a strategic plan for the university 
implemented in December 2009.

“The biggest factor in building the 
budget is funding what you said you 
are going to do,” W hittington said. 
“Ninety-five percent of everything in 
the budget relates directly back to the 
Elon Commitment.”

This included increasing available 
scholarships and financial aid as well as
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Burlington water rates to increase 
15 percent during the next 3 years

Eva Hill
Senior Reporter

Water rates in Burlington are 
expected  to inc rease  15 percen t in the  
next th ree  years because  of new state 
ru les  for Jo rdan  Lake in Raleigh. Rate 
inc reases  for Burlington would also 
m ean  increases  for the  Town of Elon.

Mike Dula, Elon’s tow n manager, 
said the  Town of Elon would be 
affected  by the  new rules.

“We’re a sm all town, and  we buy all 
ou r  water from Burlington, send  (the 
water) back and  pay them  fees,” Dula 
said.

According to the  City of Burlington 
web site, the  cu r ren t  water rate in 
Burlington is $2.85 per  1,000 gallons 
of water. The cu r ren t  sewer rate  is 
$3.57 for every 1,000 gallons.

Local w ater is supp lied  from  Lake 
Macintosh to the  Burlington Water 
Plant, w hich is th e n  sold to o the r  
towns, inc lud ing  the  Town of Elon, 
Gibsonville, G reensboro  and  o ther  
cities.

According to Frank Hope, 
a d m in is tra t iv e  services d irector,  
cities th a t  p u rc h a se  w ater serv ices  
from  Burlington, inc lud ing  Elon, will 
be req u ired  to add th e ir  ow n ex p en ses  
for m a in ta in in g  lines  to the  base  water 
costs.

The cost of a good drink:
^

U i.
Projected rates per 1,000 
gallons:

First five years: $2.99  

Next five years: $3.14  

Last five years: $3.29

Dula a lso  com m en ted  on the  
n o rm a l ity  of the  ra te  increase .

“This is a n o rm al th ing .  If you 
com pare  th i s  change  w ith  prev ious 
years, (water rates) have been  lower.

See WATER | PAGE 3

http://www.elon.edu/pendulum

