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Elon profBSSor unvBils th6 truth bohind the 2012 myth
Professor dismisses Maya calendar’s connection to m yth about w orld s end

Carol ine McDonough
Reporter

As 2012 draws nearer,  the  Maya ca lendar 
cont inues  to Ignite debate and make Elon s tuden ts  
and  o the rs  ques tion  the future .

Elon physics professor Anthony Crider has  taken 
the  time to explore the  m yth  tha t the  end of the 
Maya ca lendar  is an  indicator of the end of the 
world. Crider, who teaches as tronom y at Elon, has  
tr ied  to help h is  s tu d e n ts  u n d e rs ta n d  the t ru th  
beh ind  th is  m yth  that has  tu rn e d  into a cu l tu ra l  
phenom enon.

“I w anted  to explain  w ho’s responsible for 
p e rp e tu a t in g  these  myths," Crider said.

Crider began h is  research  of the  Maya and the ir  
ca lendar  af ter  leading Elon’s s tudy  abroad program  
in 2005 and 2006, t i tled “Astronomy in Mexico: 
Maya to Modern.” The class visited ancient Maya 
sites and  the people who live there.

Crider was in tr igued  by the  Maya and Aztec. 
He presen ted  his  research  earlier th is  m onth  at 
the  Triad Starfest in Guilford dur ing  a speech on 
the Maya ca lendar  and the never-ending question  
of what will happen  in 2012. Crider’s p resen ta t ion  
s t ressed  the  im portance of f inding evidence and 
the credibili ty  of the source.

“The simplest answer is the most probable one,” 
Crider said. “If you see som eth ing  and don ’t have 
the  time to investigate it or don't know any better, 
you might s ta r t  to ques tion  very basic th ings .”

The t ru th  beh ind  the Maya calendar can cause 
confusion. The Maya created two calendars, 
the  Haab and  the Tzolkin. When looking at the

The simplest answer is the most 
probable one. If you see something 
and don’t have the time to investigate 
it or don’t know any better, you might 
start to question very basic things.

- Anthony Crider 
PHYSICS PROFESSOR

ca lendars ,  the  Maya separated  tim e into blocks 
called bak tu n s .  Each b a k tu n  m arks  the  end  of 394 
years. The 13th b a k tu n  will end in the  year  2012, 
spark ing  controversy  and  panic.

“It will be the  end of the  13th bak tun ,  bu t  th e re ’s 
no th ing  to suggest in  the ir  l i te ra tu re  th a t  they 
though t  our  world would end at the  end of the ir  
13th b a k tu n ,” Crider said.

To date, the re  is only one physical piece of evidence 
tha t  shows the  end of the  13th Maya bak tu n .  A piece 
of stone found in  the  Yucatan depicts  what the  Maya 
though t  may happen. Though it h in ts  at som eth ing  
happen ing  in  2012, the re  is no p roof  tha t  the  world 
will end on tha t  day, Crider said.

“The Maya d id n ’t p redic t tha t ,” Crider said. “Even 
if the  Maya d id  pred ic t  that,  th e re ’s no reason  to 
believe tha t  they had  special psychic knowledge.”

Despite Crider’s ra t ionale ,  m any  simply do not 
know as m uch  abou t the  m yth .

“It’s confus ing  b ec ause  I d o n ’t know anything 
about it,” sophom ore  H u n te r  P arr ish  said. “It’s hard 
to t r u s t  the  facts  w hen  you d o n ’t really know the 
h is to ry  b e h in d  th e m .”

This is exactly  the  confus ion  Crider urges 
s tu d e n ts  to  ques tion .

“Who’s ac tua lly  p e r p e tu a t in g  these myths?" 
Crider said. “People who sell th in g s .”

He poin ted  to no tab le  f igu res  in  the media 
especially f i lm m ak e rs  like Roland Emmerich who 
create movies es sen t ia l ly  p ro m o t in g  the  end of the 
world.

Crider says f i lm s such  as “Independence Day" 
and  “2012” create u n n e c e s s a ry  fear in people. He 
pushes  people to always go back to the source.

“If you don’t go check the  source , you might hear 
tha t  som e th ing  will h a p p e n  in  2012 and  think that 
maybe some inc red ib le  sc ien t is t  said it," Crider 
said. “You can edit anyone  to look like an expert."

Often, people find themselves believing these 
sources but with skepticism.

“Those movies are scary but seriously who would 
actually believe that these th ings  are going to happen?" 
sophomore Carly Beggett said.

Surrounded by m yths  about the  Maya calendar and 
the so-called oncoming apocalypse, there are those 
who believe the world will cease to exist in 2012.

“This is why I teach,” Crider said. “After showing 
my students a video and realizing how gullible we are 
as a society, I made it the primary focus of my classes. 
I wanted students to critically think about who created 
this material and is it reliable.”

Students struggle to sublet apartments for fall semester
Tracy McBride
Reporter

As the percentage of s tudents  
p lanning  to s tudy abroad increases, 
the num ber  of s tuden ts  looking 
to sublet off-campus housing also 
increases.

About 70 percent of Elon’s students  
s tudy abroad before they graduate. 
S tudents often commit to study abroad 
p rogram s without considering finding 
someone to sublet their  housing, 
according to Lisa Alcon, program 
ass is tan t  for Isabella Cannon Centre 
for international studies. Alcon said 
she often sees students  forget to plan 
ahead before com mitting  to study 
abroad.

The Isabella Cannon International 
Centre approved 229 students to study 
abroad for 2010 fall semester.

“All we do is tell them it’s something 
you need to pre-plan,” Alcon said 
of advising students about housing 
arrangements.

Students studying abroad 
desperately search to find someone 
to fill their housing, but many are not 
successful.

Since March 1, more than 30 ads 
have been posted on E-net as students 
frantically search to find subletters. 
There are numerous Facebook groups 
and online resources that assist 
s tudents in finding others in need of 
housing.

“I d o n ’t know anything about 
sub le ts  or a p a r tm e n ts , ” sophom ore  
Sarah Carideo said. “It w ould  be be t te r  
to have the  school m ore involved 
because  w ith  s tu d e n t  h o us ing  Elon 
does not hold your  h a n d .”

Forty-two p ercen t  of s tu d e n ts  live 
off-campus,  and  those  in d iv idua ls  
are expected  to find  th e i r  own 
ac com m odat ions  for o ff-cam pus 
housing,  which they do th ro u g h  
online  re sou rces  and  local rea l to rs  
like BC Parker.

“It is d if f icu lt  because  people 
you know are usua lly  s tudy ing  
abroad at the  sam e t im e ,” ju n io r  
Catherine  Waters said. “So all of 
your f r iends  w ant to sublet for the  
sam e sem ester .”

Most s tu d e n ts  s t rugg le  to find 
sub le t te rs  because  of the  three-  
week Winter Term, w hich  is often  
absorbed  in to  sem ester  s tudy  
abroad.

“I t’s not only looking for som eone 
to switch off with , but th e re  is the  
awkward overlap m o n th  of Winter 
Term,” Carideo said.

The m ajor i ty  of s tu d e n ts  looking 
for a sublet u sua l ly  have multip le  
ro o m m ates  and  a com m on room, 
so s tu d e n ts  can  easily find  a fully 
f u rn is h e d  a p a r tm e n t  w ith  all of the 
a m en it ie s  included.

A lthough  su b le t t ing  often  cos ts  
the  sam e price as m ost  off-cam pus 
housing ,  some may f ind  last m inu te

hous ing  deals.
“O rig inally  I would  have m ade  the  

su b le t te r  pay the  sam e ren t ,  bu t  I cu t  
the  cos t las t  m in u te  in  a d esp era te  
se a rch  for som eone to  pay the  sub le t  
while I was ab ro a d ,” sen io r  Liz 
McGlinn said.

While m a n y  s tu d e n t s  may find the 
search  for sub le tt ing ,  Carideo urgests 
s tu d e n ts  to keep try ing  and find the 
bes t  solution..

“You t ru ly  have to take what you 
get, when it comes to subletting,’ 
Carideo said.
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OIL and FILTER 
CHANGE
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I • U p  to  5  q t s  H avo lin e  oil •  G en u in e  | 
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Student ID m ust be presen ted  to receive 
this special.

Hyundai vehicles only. Not good with any 
other offer or coupon. Expires 3.31-iO.
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FREE STUDENT SHUHLE SERVICE
To and from our service dept, with work order
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FREE
BRAKE INSPECTION

•  Inspect front and rear
•  brakes
•  Multipoint vehicle 
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special. .
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330 Huffman Milt Rd, Burlington, NC 
(Across from Burlington Square Mall)

584-1144 "iwie

S erv ice  hours: Mon - Fri 7:30 am to 6:00 pm; Sat - 8:00 am to noon

Finally!
Burlington/Elon has a store 

100% dedicated to wine
• Over 6 5 0  w in es  in s fo c ii with 

100+  under $ 1 0

e A ccess  to  th o u sa n d s  m ore  
via sp ec ia l ordering

»Free ta stin g s  e v er y  Saturday  
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e Full 8e h a lf-ca se  d isco u n ts  
m ix *n* m atch

e W eekly sp ec ia l o ffe r s  via  
our e -n e w s le t te r s

Friendly, k n o w led geab le  staff

W e s t  B u r l i n g t o n  
W i n e  C o m p a n y

S e l e c t i o n  S e r v i c e  V a l u e

1 1 4 9  S t .  M a r k s  C h u r c h  R d  •  S a v a n n a h  W e s t  C e n t e r  

( J u s t  s o u t h  o f  C h u r c h  S t  ■  N e x t  t o  P i e d m o n t  a l e  h o u s e ) 

1 1 - 7  T u e s - F r i  •  1 0 - 6  S a t  •  N o o n - 4  S u n  

w w w . W e s t B u r l i n g t o n W i n e . c o m

http://www.WestBurlingtonWine.com

