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Studies in aggression:
Gender ratios change atmosphere on campus

With al l  t h e  r e c e n t  
a t t e n t i o n  on  t h e  g e n d e r  
d iv i d e  i n  co llege,  one  
m u s t  w o n d e r  h o w  th e  
h i g h e r  p e r c e n t a g e  of 
f e m a le s  e n r o l l e d  at  m o s t  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  h a s  i m p a c t e d  
t h e  so c i a l  a t m o s p h e r e  of 

<  co l lege  c a m p u s e s .  Sure ,  it 
m a y  b e  e a s i e r  fo r  a g u y  to 

Rebecca Smith get a d a t e  o n  a c a m p u s  fu l l
Columnist of f e m a le s ,  b u t  d o e s  th e

g o s s i p  a n d  b a c k s t a b b i n g  
i n c r e a s e  too?

F e m a le s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to  
h a n d l e  a g g r e s s i o n  d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  m a le s .  Whi le  
tw o  m a l e s  m a y  ge t  in to  a p h y s i c a l  d i s p u t e  to  
s e t t l e  t h e i r  i s s u e s  w i t h o u t  i n t e n s e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  
to t h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n ,  tw o  f e m a le s  w h o  u s e  
p h y s i c a l  m e a n s  to  h a n d l e  a p r o b l e m  s p a r k  m a j o r  
c o n t ro v e r s y .

I n s t e a d ,  s o c i e ty  h a s  c o m e  to  e x p e c t  f e m a le s  
to  p a r t a k e  in  m o r e  c o v e r t  a c t s  o f  r e t a l i a t i o n  
w h e n  th e y  a r e  a t t a c k e d .  B a c k s t a b b in g ,  
m a n i p u l a t i n g ,  g o s s i p i n g  a n d  o t h e r  w ay s  to 
i n d i r e c t l y  e x p r e s s  a n g e r  h a v e  b e c o m e  th e  
n o r m .  In a c a d e m i c  c i rc le s ,  t h i s  t y p e  o f  a c t i o n  to  
d i s p l a y  a n g e r  is  c a l l e d  r e l a t i o n a l  a g g r e s s io n .

P eo p le  l e a r n  ho w  to  e x c l u d e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  on  
t h e i r  p r e s c h o o l  p l a y g r o u n d s ,  a n d  t h i s  b e h a v i o r  
c o n t i n u e s  o n  in  co l lege  l ife.  Coll ege s t u d e n t s  
a r e  j u s t  a s  l i ke ly  as 5 -yea r -o ld  s c h o o l c h i l d r e n  
to p ic k  a g r o u p  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  i s o la t e  t h o s e  w h o  
th e y  do  n o t  w a n t  in  t h e i r  so c i a l  ci rc le .

A s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  by  t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  Socia l  
a n d  P e r s o n a l  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  o b s e r v e d  300  co l le ge  
f r e s h m e n  a n d  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  m a l e s  w e r e  m o r e  
l i ke ly  t h a n  f e m a le s  to  s e l f - r e p o r t  p h y s i c a l l y  
a g g r e s s i v e  ac t s .  S u r p r i s i n g ly ,  m a l e s  a n d  f e m a le s  
b o t h  s h o w e d  a t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  r e l a t i o n a l

Hidden implications lurk 
within 'post-racial’ society

Jasmine Gregory
Columnist

I r e m e m b e r  b e in g  
ab o u t  13 y e a r s  o ld  w h e n  
m y  o ld e r  c o u s i n  to ld m e  
t h a t  sh e  d i d n ’t  see  sk in  
co lor w h e n  s h e  lo o k e d  at 
peop le .  It w a s  t h e  k in d  
of s t a t e m e n t  t h a t  b o t h  
b a f f l e d  m e  a n d  s t u c k  
w i th  me , a s  I h a d  no  
id ea  h o w  s h e  co u ld  look  
at  s o m e o n e  a n d  no t  see 
t h e i r  race .

Recently,  a  d i s c u s s i o n  
h o s t e d  b y  L a m b d a  Chi 

A lp h a  a n d  t h e  Black C u l t u r a l  Soc ie ty  de lved  in to  
a d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  w h e t h e r  we l ive in  a “pos t-  
r a c i a l ” soc ie ty .  Im m e d ia te ly ,  s t u d e n t s  j u m p e d  to 
th e  c o n c l u s io n  t h a t  o u r  c o u n t r y ’s e l e c t io n  of a bi- 
rac ia l  m a n  as p r e s id e n t ,  h a s  h e l p e d  o u r  c o u n t r y  
evolve i n t o  o n e  t h a t  r e c o g n i z e s  a n d  s e e k s  to 
p r e v e n t  al l  r a c ia l  i n ju s t i c e s .  I beg  to  d if fe r .

E lec t ing  P r e s id e n t  O b a m a  w as  o n e  g ig a n t i c  
s tep  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  a s  f a r  as race  
m a t t e r s  go, b u t  it d o e s n ’t  m a g ic a l ly  e r a s e  al l 
p a s t  i n ju s t i c e s .  For A f r i c a n -A m e r i c a n s ,  t h e r e  
is  s t i l l  a lot o f  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  g r o u n d  t h a t  n e e d s  
to  b e  c o v e re d  b e f o r e  we as a race  c a n  p r o g r e s s  
fo r w a rd .

W i th in  t h e  r e a l m  o f  a “p o s t - r a c i a l ” society ,  th e  
e n t i r e  c o n n o t a t i o n  of “Black A m e r i c a ” w o u ld  no t  
ex is t .  T h e r e  w o u ld  b e  n o  d iv ide .  A l t h o u g h  th e  
m e d ia  r a r e ly  s u g g e s t s  t h i s  d iv ide ,  it is  d e f in i t e ly  
a t h e m e  e x i s t i n g  a m o n g  b la ck  l e a d e r s h ip .
W i thou t  “Black A m e r i c a , ” b la c k  A m e r i c a n s  
w o u ld  c e a s e  to  b e  i d e n t i f i e d  as a d iv e r s e  g ro u p ,  
b l e n d in g  in to  t h e  m a s s e s  of  s o m e  h i s to r i c a l ly  
i n d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t e r p a r t s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  
p o p u la t i o n .  It is  w i th  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  th a t  
th e  s t r u g g l e  fo r  f r e e d o m  b e c o m e s  a p p re c i a te d .  
D ivers e  r a c e s  a l s o  v is ib ly  g ra v i t a t e  t o w a r d s

a g g r e s s i o n  d u r i n g  t h e i r  co l lege  yea r s .
O ne  t h e o r y  on  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  leve ls  of  

r e l a t i o n a l  a g g r e s s i o n  i n  m a le s  is  b e c a u s e  o f  a 
c h a n g e  i n  soc ia l  n e t w o r k s .  Men a n d  w o m e n  a r e  
i n t e r a c t i n g  at  a h i g h e r  r a t e  t h a n  ev e r  b e fo re .
Now t h a t  f e m a le s  h av e  h i g h e r  e n r o l l m e n t  
n u m b e r s  at  u n i v e r s i t i e s  a n d  a r e  w o r k i n g  side- 
b y -s id e  w i th  m e n ,  m a l e s  a r e  b e g i n n i n g  to  a d o p t  
r e l a t i o n a l  a g g r e s s i o n  t e c h n i q u e s .  At a sch o o l  
l ike  Elon  U niv e rs i ty ,  w h e r e  60  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  a r e  f e m a le s ,  t h e  m a l e s  h a v e  to  a d a p t .  
Males h av e  b e c o m e  j u s t  as l i ke ly  to  g o s s i p  o r 
b a c k s t a b  a s  f e m a le s  — n o r m a l l y  as a s u r v iv a l  
t e c h n i q u e .

A s t u d y  t i t l e d  P sy cho log ica l  W arfa re :  T h e  \ 

Media  a n d  R e la t io n a l  A g g r e s s i o n  a m o n g  Fem a le  
Coll ege  S tu d e n t s  r e s e a r c h e d  th i s .  T he  s t u d y  
s u r v e y e d  202 f e m a le  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t s  
e n r o l l e d  in  s o u t h e a s t e r n  u n i v e r s i t i e s  d u r i n g  th e  
2 0 0 8 -2 0 0 9  a c a d e m ic  yea r.  T he  s t u d y  e x a m i n e d  
t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  m e d i a  a n d  a g g r e s s i o n  
in f e m a le s ,  b u t  t h e y  d id  no t  f ind  a p o s i t i v e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p .  What t h e  s t u d y  d id  f i n d  is w h e n  
p e o p l e  h av e  s t r o n g e r  f r i e n d s h i p s  t h e y  a r e  le ss  
l i k e ly  to  p a r t a k e  in  r e l a t i o n a l  a g g re s s io n .

If you  t a l k  to  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  Elon,  o n e  t h i n g  
yo u  wil l  h e a r  c o n t i n u a l l y  is  h o w  g r e a t  t h e  “Elon 
c o m m u n i t y  i s . ” I h av e  r e a s o n  to  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  
th e  c lo se  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  c r e a t e  w i th  
o t h e r  s t u d e n t s ,  p r o f e s s o r s  a n d  s t a f f  d e c r e a s e s  
t h e  level o f  a g g r e s s i o n  — o v e r t  o r  o t h e r w i s e  — 
on  c a m p u s .

People  at  E lon u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  th e y  a re  
s u p p o s e d  to  ac t  a n d  in  g e n e r a l  a r e  m o d e r a t e  
in  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r s ,  a n d  1 t h i n k  it is b e c a u s e  
Elon s t u d e n t s  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a c o m m u n i t y .
T h e  s t u d e n t  b o d y  h a s  c r e a t e d  a s a f e ty  n e t  for  
t h e m s e l v e s  a m o n g  t h e  f r i e n d l y  s m i l e s  a b u n d a n t  
on  c a m p u s ,  a n d  we c o n t i n u e  to  p r e s e r v e  t h a t  
s e n s e  o f  bELONging.

one  a n o t h e r .  In a “p o s t - rac i a l  soc ie ty ,” t h i s  
g r a v i t a t i o n  w o u ld  c ea se  to ex is t .

B ecause  c e r t a i n  r ace s  s h a r e  a c o m m o n  
e x p e r i e n c e  by  s i m p l y  l iv ing  in  A m er i ca ,  a s e n s e  
of u n i t y  deve lop s ,  t h o u g h  it is s o m e t i m e s  
m i s i n t e r p r e t e d  as a f o r m  of s e l f - s eg rega t ion .

As a b la c k  f em ale ,  I a m  j u s t  as b ig  a p a r t  of  
t w o  w o r ld s  as I w o u ld  have  b e e n  d u r i n g  t h e  Civil 
R igh t s  M ovem ent .  In one  w or ld  1 see  “A m e r i c a  t h e  
B eau t i fu l "  w i th  t h e  g r e a t  co lo rs  o f  red ,  w h i te  a n d  
b lue  — in  th e  o t h e r  I see  th e  g re a t  s t r u g g l e s  my 
a n c e s t o r s  faced  as s laves  in  A m er i ca .  Never a re  
t h e s e  tw o  w o r ld s  v iew ed  a s  a d i s a d v a n ta g e .  T hey  
a r e  s im p ly  m y  r e a l i t y  w h e n  l iv ing  a s  a m i n o r i t y  
in  A m er ica .

T h e  t e r m  ‘p o s t - r a c i a l ’ i n d i c a t e s  a t i m e  w h e re  
s o c i e ty  m a k e s  c o n c e n t r a t e d  e f f o r t s  to  see 
b e y o n d  race  a n d  a s s i m i l a t e  to  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  
o f  b e i n g  “A m e r i c a n . ” In t h i s  way,  “A m e r i c a n ” 
b e c o m e s  a o n e  w o rd ,  a l l - i n c lu s iv e  g r o u p ,  yet  
sadly,  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of b e i n g  “A m e r i c a n ” s t i l l  
s e e m  to  r e f l e c t  a m i d d l e - c l a s s  w h i t e  m a le .  Yes, 
t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s  c a n  r e s e m b l e  a m e l t i n g  po t ,  
b u t  c e r t a i n  c o n s t a n t s  w i t h i n  o u r  c u l t u r e  s e e m  
to  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  t e s t  o f  t i m e  a n d  th e  s t r i d e s  
m a d e  by  a l l  ra ces .

I w o u ld  r a t h e r  l ive in  a w o r ld  t h a t  a l lo w s  al l  
r a c e s  to  b e  o p e n l y  a c c e p t e d  w h i le  s t i l l  h o l d i n g  
o u r  h e r i t a g e  n e a r  a n d  d e a r  to  o u r  h e a r t s .  
H a r m o n y  is  b o u n d  to  o c c u r  w h e n  p e o p l e  a r e  
ab le to  u n i t e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r ace s  
w i t h o u t  p e n a l t y  o r  c r i t i c i s m .

Ideal ly,  t h i s  u t o p i a n  p o s t - r a c i a l  s o c i e ty  a l lo w s  
u s  to  c o m p le t e ly  d i s r e g a r d  s k i n  co lo r  a n d  s i m p l y  
b e  h u m a n  b e in g s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  I d o n ’t b e l i e v e  
a d a y  w i l l  eve r  co m e  t h a t  wil l  a l lo w  h u m a n s  to 
b e  ab le to  see  p a s t  s k i n  co lo r  u n l e s s  o n e  day, 
p h y s i c a l  f e a t u r e s  c a n n o t  d e f i n e  e t h n i c i t y .  T h a t  
w il l  b e  t h e  d ay  w h e n  we c a n  t r u l y  l a b e l  o u r  
so c i e ty  “p o s t - r a c i a l . ”
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Opinion

Clint Edmondson
Guest Columnist

Stop talking; 
start making 
a difference

As s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s  b e e n  
r a i s e d  in  a s e r v i c e - i n t e n s i v e  
e n v i r o n m e n t  s i n c e  m y  y o u t h ,
I t h i n k  i t ’s g r e a t  t h a t  p e o p l e  
feel  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t  f r o m  
h e l p i n g  o t h e r s .  If t h a t ’s w h a t  
m a k e s  y o u  h a p p y ,  t h e n  g r e a t .  
I’ve  go t  f i l m m a k i n g ,  yo u  h a v e  
y o u r  b l e e d i n g  h e a r t .  D o n ’t get  
m e  w r o n g  — c o n t r i b u t i n g  to  
s e r v i c e  e f f o r t s  is  on  m y  l i s t  
o f  p r i o r i t i e s .  I t ’s j u s t  t h a t  t h e  
id e a  o f  “s e r v i c e ” is  d i l u t e d  
by  p e o p l e ' s  g e n e r a l  n e e d  for 
c a u s e s .  T h e y  h a v e  to  h a v e  a 

c a u s e ,  j u s t  l ike  t h e y  h a v e  to  h a v e  a r e l i g i o n  a n d  
go  to  c h u r c h  to  r e t u r n  to  t h e i r  w h i t e  p ic k e t  f e n c e s  
a n d  c u l - d e - s a c  w i t h  a w ife  a n d  t h r e e  k id s .  T h i s  
b r i n g s  m e  to  t h e  to p i c  o f  c o o k i e  c u t t e r  A m e r i c a ,  
b u t  l e t ’s n o t  s t r a y  to o  f a r  o f f  to p i c  — I’ll s av e  
c o n f o r m i t y  fo r  a n o t h e r  day.

So w h a t ’s w r o n g  w i t h  c a u s e s ?  I s n ’t it i m p o r t a n t  
to  h a v e  a p u r p o s e ?  Of  c o u r s e  it is , b u t  t h e  p r o b l e m  
w i t h  c a u s e s  is no t  t h a t  p e o p l e  fee l  l ike  t h e y  
s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e m ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  t h i n g s  t h e y  
d o  to  c o n t r i b u t e  to  t h e m  d o n ’t a c h i e v e  a n y t h i n g  
in  t e r m s  o f  s o l v in g  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h e m s e l v e s .
T h i s  l e a d s  to  m y  l e a s t  f a v o r i t e  f o r m  o f  se r v ic e :  
p r o m o t i n g  “a w a r e n e s s . "

W h en  p e o p l e  d e c l a r e ,  “I a m  g o in g  to  p r o m o t e  
a w a r e n e s s  a b o u t  d o m e s t i c  v io l e n c e , ” I w a n t  to 
te l l  t h e m  to  s t o p  w h i l e  t h e y ’re  a h e a d .  Peop le  
w a t c h  “Law a n d  O rd e r ;  SVU.” We’ve s e e n  e n o u g h  
w ife  b e a t i n g s  a n d  r a p e s  to  s u f f i c e  fo r  t h i s  
“a w a r e n e s s ” — p l u s  a c t o r s  M a r i s k a  H a r g i t a y  a n d  
C h r i s t o p h e r  M eloni m a k e  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  m u c h  
m o r e  e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  t h o u g h  n o  l e s s  s e r i o u s .  T h e  
r e a s o n  I h a t e  t h e  id e a  o f  “a w a r e n e s s ” is  t h a t  it 
r e a l l y  d o e s n ’t h e l p  o r  so lve  t h e  p r o b l e m .  You can  
m a k e  m e  a s  a w a r e  a b o u t  w o r ld  h u n g e r  a s  you  
w a n t ,  b u t  it d o e s n ' t  c h a n g e  t h e  fact  t h a t  s o m e  
e m a c i a t e d  c h i l d  is g o in g  to  kee l  o v e r  to da y .  Is t h a t  
a b i t  h e a r t l e s s ?  Maybe .  But s o o n e r  o r  la te r ,  yo u ' l l  
h a v e  to  c o n f r o n t  r e a l i t y .

P eop le  a r e  p o o r .  C r a z e d  d i c t a t o r s  c o m m i t  
so c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s .  D e c re p i t  m e n  a b u s e  t h e i r  w iv es .  
M aybe  you  a r e  n o t i c i n g  a t r e n d  h e re ;  t h e s e  a r e  
a l l  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  p r o b l e m s .  D o n ’t w a lk  a r o u n d  
p r e t e n d i n g  t h a t  by  h o l d i n g  s o m e  h o u r - l o n g  p o w ­
wow, t h e  w o r ld  wil l  b e c o m e  a b e t t e r  p lace .  Want  
to  h e lp  w i t h  h u n g e r ?  Go h e l p  at  a s o u p  k i t c h e n .  
W ant to  h e l p  w i th  d o m e s t i c  v io l e n c e ?  V o lu n te e r  at 
a s h e l t e r  fo r  b a t t e r e d  w o m e n .  S top  l i v in g  in  t h i s  
f a i r y t a l e  l a n d  w h e r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a n  i s s u e  d o e s  
a n y t h i n g  to  so lve  it. No o n e  is s a y i n g  d o n ’t d i s c u s s  
s o c i a l  i s s u e s .  J u s t  d o n ’t  do  it  a n d  s l a p  t h e  t i t l e  
“s e r v i c e "  o r  “p h i l a n t h r o p y ” on  it.

B ecau se  if  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  s o l v in g  so c i a l  
p r o b l e m s  is  p h i l a n t h r o p y ,  t h e n  p o l i t i c i a n s  a r e  
s a i n t s .  J u s t  look  at  a n y  c a n d i d a t e ’s p l a t f o r m  — 
th e y  s u r e  d o  a lot  o f  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  p r o b l e m s  th e y  
d o  n o t h i n g  a b o u t .

P s y c h o l o g i s t  L a w r e n c e  K o h l b e r g  c h a r t e d  ou t  
m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  in t h r e e  m a i n  s t a g e s ;  p re -  
c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a n d  p o s t  c o n v e n t i o n a l .  
C o n v e n t i o n a l ,  t h e  o n e  t h a t  m o s t  p e o p l e  f a l l  w i t h i n ,  
is w h a t  I l ike  to  ca l l  t h e  “g o o d  n e i g h b o r ” f r o n t .  
T h o s e  in  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  s t a g e  g r a v i t a t e  t o w a r d  
m o r a l i t y  n o r m s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  r e l i g i o n ,  so c i a l  
n o r m s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t .

In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e y  a r e  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  d r o p  
t h e  c h e c k  in  t h e  b a s k e t  at  c h u r c h  in  o r d e r  to  no t  
lo o k  l i k e  t e r r i b l e  h u m a n  b e i n g s .  I t 's  g r e a t  t h a t  
t h e y  d o  t h a t ,  b u t  t h r o w  all  t h e s e  n o r m s  o u t  t h e  
w i n d o w  a n d  t h e y 'd  b e  s i n g i n g  to  a d i f f e r e n t  t u n e .

So w h e r e  is  t h i s  g o in g ?  A n o t h e r  p r o b l e m  w i t h  
c a u s e s  is  t h a t  p e o p l e  s u p p o r t  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
feel  l ike  t h e y  s h o u l d .  C a u s e s  a r e  n o t  f a d s .  T h e y  
d o n ' t  go o u t  o f  s e a s o n .  C a u s e s  a r e n ' t  l i k e  t h e  co lo r  
w h i t e —y o u  c a n  s t i l l  w e a r  t h e m  a f t e r  L a b o r  Day.  
D o n ' t  j o i n  a c a u s e  j u s t  b e c a u s e  y o u r  g i r l f r i e n d s  do  
it. T h i s  i s n ' t  b o o k  c lub .

If y o u  a r e  g o in g  to  p u t  t h a t  c a u s e  on ,  t r y  to  
a c t u a l l y  c a r e  a b o u t  it . You d o n ' t  h av e  to  c o m m i t  
fo r  l i fe  — j u s t  m a k e  s u r e  y o u  d o n ’t c h a n g e  t h e m  
o n  e v e r y  f e e b le  w h i m .

We ge t  it. You a r e  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  s o m e t h i n g .  
W ho i s n ’t?  S top  c h e a p e n i n g  w h a t  y o u  d o  b y  f e e l in g  
l ike  y o u  h a v e  to  s h o w  off .  It is  a h u m i l i t y  t h i n g ,  
to  a n  e x t e n t .  If  y o u  a r e  g o in g  a r o u n d  s h o w i n g  o f f  
y o u r  c a u s e s ,  t h e n  c h a n c e s  a r e  y o u r  d e d i c a t i o n  to  
it  is s k i n - d e e p .  P a r t  o f  H u m i l i t y  101 is  k n o w i n g  
w h e n  to  s h u t  t h e  f r o n t  do o r .

C a u s e s .  Be p r a c t i c a l .  Be c o n s i s t e n t .  A n d  k e e p  it 
to  y o u r s e l f .


