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Campus Kitchen plans to reduce food waste at Elon
Amanda Bender
Senior Reporter

When the  evening meal 
at Colonnades is over and  
s tu d e n ts  leave, employees 
gather  all the food tha t  
s tuden ts  d id  not eat and  th row  
it out.  Campus Kitchen, a new 
studen t o rgan iza t ion  coming 
to Elon University th is  fall, 
p lans to reduce food waste 
on cam pus by packaging the 
ex tra  food into meals for the 
homeless and  less fo r tuna te  
in the  community.

Campus Kitchen is a
nat ional  o rgan iza t ion  with 40 
p rog ram s  a round  the  country, 
th ree  of which are in North 
Carolina. These k i tchens  take 
any leftover food, p repa re  it, 
package it and d is t r ibu te  it 
to various o rgan iza t ions  and 
ind iv iduals  in need.

“It is d ifficult  to walk into 
Colonnades as they are closing 
and  see how m uch  food they 
are th row ing  away,” said 
C hris t ina  Strader, a ju n io r  
who helped found Elon’s 
branch  of Campus Kitchen. 
“I am sure  th is  is som eth ing  
that ARAMARK w anted to do 
som eth ing  about but had  no 
resources.”

Campus Kitchen will 
p a r tn e r  with  ARAMARK, 
Elon’s food service provider, 
and Allied Churches, an 
o rganizat ion  tha t  provides 
food and shelter to the  
co m m unity ’s homeless
individuals.  Strader said 
ARAMARK would provide 
the  food, k itchen and  storage 
space on cam pus tha t  the 
o rganizat ion  needs.

Mary Morrison, d irec tor  of 
the  Kernodle Center for Service

Learning, said ARAMARK may 
have to ad jus t  how m uch food 
is served to Elon s tu d e n ts  at 
a time, due to regu la t ions  on 
what food Cam pus Kitchen 
can serve.

The meals will be initia lly  
delivered to Allied Churches, 
which Morrison said serves 
100 -  150 meals a day. On the 
weekends, the  m eals  will go 
to Caring Kitchen, ano ther  
organ iza t ion  in the  Burlington 
area tha t  provides meals to 
those  who are  less fo rtuna te  
in the  community.

“Ultimately, we would like 
to deliver the  individually  
p repa red  m eals  tha t  we create 
to indiv iduals  living at home 
as well as to Allied C hurches,” 
Strader said.

Morrison said Campus 
Kitchen is not t ry ing  to take 
over o ther  o rgan iza t ions  tha t 
meet th i s  need but ra the r  help 
supplem ent the  work tha t  is 
a lready being done to feed the 
Burlington community.

“We will p repa re  the  food, 
we will deliver the  food and 
frequently  our  s tu d e n ts  will 
eat w ith  the  people who are 
being served, so the re  will 
be oppo r tun i t ie s  to develop 
re la t ionsh ips ,”Morrison said.

Cam pus Kitchen will begin 
developing its s ta ff  th is  
sum m er.  In July, the  group 
plans  to h ire  a s ta ff  d irec tor  
and  in September, it will h ire  
the  s tuden t- run  executive 
board.

Strader said they plan  to 
begin  with six s tu d e n ts  on the 
bo ard  and  grow from  there.

She said th e re  will be a wide 
varie ty  of needs to be met, 
inc luding someone to ensu re  
the  nu tr i t ion  of the  meals  and
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A worker at Colonnades Dining Hall prepares a meal for students. A new organization coming to campus in the fall 
looks to package leftovers for local organizations and individuals in need.

someone w orking to m arke t 
and  prom ote  the  o rganizat ion  
in the  com munity .  Groups,  
classes and  indiv iduals  
will be able to vo lunteer  to 
work sh if ts  p repa r ing  and 
d is t r ib u t in g  the  food.

Strader said th i s  su m m er  
four of those  involved with  
Cam pus Kitchen and  the
Kernodle Center will be
a t tend ing  a tr a in in g  session 
in Washington, D.C.

There are  m any

op p o r tun i t ie s  for growth,  
Morrison said. The p rog ram  
can expand  to include the  Elon 
com m unity  garden  by using 
the  food tha t  s tu d e n ts  grow  in 
the  organ iza t ion 's  p rep a re d  
meals and  p ro g ra m s  where 
s tu d e n ts  can teach n u tr i t ion  
classes to the  com munity .

Morrison learned  about 
the  p rog ram  th ro u g h  North 
C arol ina  Cam pus Compact,  
w hich b r ings  toge ther  colleges 
w orking to prom ote  cam pus

par t ic ipa tion  in  public 
service, according to its Web 
site. Wake Forest University 
p resen ted  the  success that its 
Cam pus Kitchen has  had to 
the  m e m b ers  of the  Compact.

“Ithought(CampusKitchen) 
so u n d s  like som e th ing  that 
would  fit w ith  Elon’s values,” 
Morrison said. “We have values 
a ro u n d  service, values around 
sus ta inab i l i ty  and  values 
a ro u n d  s tu d e n t  leadership, 
and  it ju s t  fit all of tha t .”
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THE DICKENS band
This isn't /o u r overage Thursdoy night party! Meet us 

IN THE PARKING LOT 
for o mellow good time.
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