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Senior takes next step to 
serve with tlie Peace Corps
Rachel Southmayd
Senior Reporter

While som e se n io rs  a re  p ac k ing  
up and  h e a d in g  to new a p a r tm e n ts ,  
g rad u a te  school or m aybe moving  
back in w ith  Mom an d  Dad, 22-year- 
old Avon, Conn.-native  Emily 
Swords will be p r e p a r in g  to  serve 
two years  in  the  Peace Corps. Here 
she will be t rave l ing  w hereve r  help  
and  aid is needed .  Swords m a jo red  
in a n th ro p o lo g y  an d  m in o re d  in 
sociology and  
w om en  and  g ende r  
s tu d ie s  while  at 
Elon.

“A n th r o p o l o g y  
took me on a 
serv ice  ro u te ,” she 
said.

S h ep ar t ic ip a te d  
in  s tu d e n t
g o v e rn m e n t  at 
Elon and  served  
as the  Leaders 
In Collaborative 
Service d i rec to r  
for Elon
Volunteers! for 
the  pas t  two years .  Swords a lso  went 
abroad  for each  of her  Winter Terms, 
to A ustra l ia ,  Guam, H o n d u ra s  and  
th i s  p a s t  w in te r  to Ghana.

“I ju s t  fell in love,” she said about 
travelling.

Swords'  exper ience in Ghana led her 
to seek a Peace Corps ap p o in tm en t  in 
ei ther  Africa or the  South Pacific. She 
said the  Corps m akes  as s ignm en ts  
based  on each p e r s o n ’s in te re s ts  and 
s t reng ths .

“Depending  on the  program , th e re  
are  a lot of a reas  I could do,” she

said. “I’m hoping  to work in HIV/AIDS 
educat ion  or w om en’s sexual hea l th .” 

Early in the  fall. Swords will 
receive her  Peace Corps ass ignm ent.  
She will t r a in  in the  United States for 
th re e  m o n ths  and  th e n  move to her 
ass igned  location for two full years. 
Each m onth ,  she will  receive two days 
off.

“I’m  most looking forward to really 
experiencing a new culture firs thand 
and getting to spend a significant 
amount of time working on a specific 

project that will 
definitely make 
a difference 
to so many 
people,” she 
said.

After her 
t ime in the 
Peace Corps is 
over. Swords 
will receive 
a stipend to 
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“AS CLICHE AS IT SOUNDS, ELON 
HAS DONE A GREAT JOB OF 
CREATING A GLOBAL CITIZEN OUT 
OF ME.”

said she 
isn’t sure what 
she will do 
next.

“I’ll be right back where I am right 
now,” she said.

Graduate school and working for the 
Peace Corps full time are both options 
Swords said she is considering.

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime experience 
that I’ve known I wanted to be a par t  of 
for a long time,” she said. And Swords 
said she owes her interest in the Peace 
Corps partially to the experience she’s 
had at Elon.

“As cliche as it sounds, Elon has done 
a great job of creating a global citizen 
out of me,” she said.

Members of the Class of 2010:

As this y e a r ’s graduates recieve their diplomas, Senior Class President 
Jay Reno will end his term with the Elon University Student G overnment 
Assoication. These are some o f  his last words o f  advice for the senior

class.

Welcome to the  “Real World.”

Each year for the  pas t  17 years of 
our lives has  been  s t ru c tu re d  much like 
the year p receeding it. In the  fall we set 
foot into a new classroom, learn  many 
in teres t ing  th ings  and  see countless  new 
faces. When the  school year  is th rough ,  we 
all head home to enjoy a relaxing sum m er  
with our  f riends and  families, only to 
r e tu rn  to the  beg inn ing  of ano ther  year 
in  the  fall. Schooling has  been  a vital p a r t  
of our  lives ever since we can remember. 
Yet af ter  Saturday, the  end  of the cyclical 
era is upon  us, and a new world awaits our  
presence.

You will hear  m any  eager seniors 
exclaim, “We’re done.” Though it is t rue  we have concluded our 
underg radua te  schooling at Elon and  will soon receive our diplomas, 
we rem a in  far from “done." In fact, we should  observe th is  ending  
as a s ta r t ing  line, a t im e in which to m ake ourselves. Our degrees 
are no th ing  more th a n  a tool — go out the re  and create som eth ing  
ex trao rd inary  with it. Perhaps a more appropr ia te  exclamation is,
“We’ve begun .”

This new world we are  entering  is filled w ith  o p p o r tun i t ie s  to finally  
use what we have learned du r in g  our  pas t  four years as undergradua te  
s tuden ts  here at Elon. It is im portan t  to recognize  tha t  w ithout the  help 
and dedication of our  families and the  n u m erous  m em bers  of the  Elon 
community, we would not have m ade it to where we are  today. Be sure 
to extend th a n k s  to those  who have helped you along the  way.

Let your f r iends  know  how m uch  you’ve enjoyed the ir  com pany over 
these pas t four years. They have been th e re  for you w ith  a shoulder  to 
lean on and as a source of inspira tion .  Remember to keep in  touch.

Jay Reno
Senior Class President

Finally be su re  to celebrate the  beg inn ing  of your jou rney  
end. We all have b r igh t  fu tu re s  ahead  of us.

Good luck to you all.

Cheers!

Jay Reno
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ETon’seWor'ErrnTy'Swor^s^wtn join the" U orps in e ither Africa o r S outh  Pacific after graduation .

Visit EfonGrfts .com
to get a m em en to  of 

your t im e at Elon. 
W e have collectable  

ornaments^ jewelry, 
keychains and more.

Congratulation  

Class o f 2 0 1 0  

G raduates!!!

W e  are c r 'e r i n g  

free sh ipping for
the entire m onth of  

May. Orders ship 

the f'lext day!


