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Rip_Chord rips in to'S in g - O f f 'competition
Lauren Ramsdell
Arts and Entertainment Editor

A few years  ago, so m e  Elon 
U n iversity  g u y s  got together  and  
th o u g h t — hey. We’re go o d  singers.
A cappe l la  m u s ic  is fun . We could  do  
that — and do  it well .  And Rip_Chord 

w a s  born.
Four years s ince ,  R ip .Chord  

is  m a k in g  its way in to  the  m ale  a 
cappe lla  world. Its f irst C D ,' R esist ing  
A .R e st ,” w as released  last  spring  
and they  are m a k in g  str id es  toward  
a seco n d  effort. But the  su m m er  has  
not sp e l led  rest for the m en  yet.

The w eek en d  o f  May 29 found the  
group in  A tlanta  at President Chris  
K ilgore’s h o u se  prepping  for the  
biggest  aud ition  for the  group yet -  
a s in g -o f f  for the  NBC reality  sh ow  
“The Sing Off.”

“It’s kind of  l ike  'American Idol’,”
Kilgore said.

The audition took place in 
Nashvi lle ,  Tenn.,  as wel l  as four  
Other cit ies across  the  country.
He es t im a tes  that 25 other groups 
partic ipated in  the  Nashvi l le  audition  
to get into one  o f  the  e ight  s lots  
nat ional ly  to com pete  in the  show.

Rip.Chord w as not the o n ly  Elon p resen ce  to sh o w  up  
in  N ashville . The group ran into  b o th  Sweet S ign atu res  
and Twisted M easure. “It w as a pretty  m agica l  th in g ,” 
Kilgore said.

If R ip .C hord ev en  m akes  it th ro u g h  the  a ud ition  
p rocess ,  it w il l  b e  a su c c e ss  for Kilgore. T his  is  the  first  
p ro fess io n a l  a ud ition  th e  group  h a s  had  and  th ey  look  
forward to per fo rm in g  m ore for an outside-E lon a u d ien ce  
in  the fu ture . But, i f  they  do  get on  the  sh o w  and w in , a 
prize  pack o f  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  and a contract w ith  Sony Records  
aw aits them .

Oh, and  all the  pu b lic ity  w o n ’t hurt either.
Typically, R ip .C hord  d o e s  not practice  or m e e t  du rin g  

the su m m er  since ,  like  m o st  Elon g ro u p s , the  m e m b e rs  
are from  all over the  country. The g u y s  m ade  a sp ec ia l  
effort for the co m p et it io n ,  th o u g h ,  and  f lew  to K ilgore’s
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Rip Chord met at President 
will know in mid-July if they
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Chris Kilgore’s home to practice before the competition. The a rappelia group 
were selected as a finalist. It was the first time they w eie invited to audition.

h o u se  early to  practice  choreography.
“I th in k  w e did  a rea lly  g o o d  job  w ith  w hat we w ere

g iv en ,” K ilgore said.
If c h o se n ,  K ilgore sa id  he th in k s  the  g r o u p s  m ore  

la id -back a ttitude  c o u ld  be  an in te re s t in g  a dd ition  to the

show. . 1. ..
“We c o u ld  br ing  a fu n  and  en erg e tic  s ty le  to th e  show,  

he sa id . “We lik e  to in f u s e  f u n  and vo ca l  accuracy.”
But, he  s t i l l  s t r e s s e s  that the  g roup  w a s  ju s t  h a p p y  to 

be there. “We are all ju s t  exc ited  to  be in v ite d ,” h e  said.  
R ip .C h ord  w as inv ited  v ia  e m a il  fro m  the  s h o w ’s c a s t in g  

directors .
Last sea so n ,  the  f irst-ever  S ing-O ff t i t le  w e n t  to  Nota,  

a P uerto  R ican group. R ip .C hord  w i l l  f in d  out in  a few  
w e e k s  about the  resu lt  o f  the ir  aud ition . K ilgore r e m a in s  
o p t im is t ic ,  but g ro u n d ed .

“Our o r ig in a l  goa l w as ju s t  to  a u d itio n .”
So far, h e  sa id , they  have m et that goal.

‘Killers’ makes a great date flick
Rachel Southmayd
Reviewer

When I first heard of “Killers," I 
immediately d ism issed  it into the  
“Katherine-Heigl-romantic-comedy- 
been-there-done-that" category. Ashton  
Kutcher is hunky and Tom Selleck Is 
intimidating and he has a m ustache. Big 
whoop.

But am idst the summer-blockbuster  
craze and 3-D mania, “Killers,” a 
100-minute romp through an innovative  
m ix of com edy and action is a 
refreshing departure from the norm,  
and makes for a great date-night movie.

The film  is an original m ix of 
the standard romantic comedy, with  
m isunderstandings, mix-ups, and of  
course lots of m issteps. But am idst the  
wit and slapstick, gunfights break out, 
tires squeal and spy gadgets are whipped  
out and suddenly you expect a Tom 
Cruise or even Daniel Craig to pop up to jo in the fight.

“Killers” even has “Mr. and Mrs. Smith” energy  
about it, m inus the palpable sexual tension and with a 
m uch lighter heart.

Heigl is her usual sarcastic and awkward self,  
w hich makes her Jen character both likeable and  
relatable. Kutcher has m any opportunities to display  
his physique, and makes for an interesting action hero, 
even if  he seem s to be treading in unfanuliar waters.

And Selleck, in  all h is  m ustached glory, plays 
Heigl’s father. He is  one o f  the best people in  the world 
to play the role of spy-turned-overprotective daddy. 
Catherine O’Hara is equally su ited to play Heigl's tipsy
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Katherine Heigl (left) stars wHh Ashton Kutcher (right) In “KPIers” where the two characters 
meet and quicldy get married and learn ttiey are in for an advertture.

mother. For whatever reason, audiences really enjoy  
perpetually-drunken older wom en.

The supporting cast, which includes so m e  familiar  
faces, including The Daily Show’s Rob Riggle, is  a lso  
adequately overdramatic and cliche, adding to the wide  
appeal th is  m ovie  is  bou nd to have over audiences.

The entire plot o f  “Killers" is  a bit predictable, but 
net in  a bad way. The characters evolve in  a way you'd 
expect them  to evolve, there are tw ists  that can be  
easily  foreseen and there’s  a cutesy  ending. But it's 
m indless  in  a good  way. It’s easy  to follow and the  
laughs are frequent.

Plus there are a lot o f  cool explosions. And who  
doesn't etyoy that?
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'China Road' 
introduces 
students to tlie 
global picture
Rachel Southmayd
Senior Reporter

Every fall, a sp e c ia l  c o m m it te e  of 
Elon U niversity  fa c u lty  an d  s t a f f  se lect  
one b o o k  for th e  e n t ir e  in co m in g  
fr esh m en  c la s s  to  read  th e  fo l low in g  
sum m er. T h is  year's  s e le c t io n  was 
Rob G ifford’s “C h in a  Road: A Journey  
into  the Future o f  a R is in g  Power.” 

“China Road” i s  a reco rd  o f  G ifford’s 
trip as he travels  a lo n g  R oute 312 in 
China. Route 312 fo l lo w s  th e  o ld  Silk 
Road and  led  G ifford fr o m  th e  coastal  
city o f  Shanghai, all th e  w a y  to  the 
tow n  o f  Korgaz o n  th e  K a za k h sta n  
border, w h ic h  to ta ls  to  a b o u t 2,998  

m iles.
Gifford serv ed  a s  N atio n a l Public  

Radio’s C hina c o rr esp o n d e n t  for six  
years, and is  currently  NPR’s London  
correspondent. H is jo u r n e y  across  

China took  tw o  m o n th s  ill  th e  su m m er  
of 2005 , and b e g a n  as a seven-part  

radio series.
“I wrote to  teach  n e w b ie s  about 

China,” Gifford sa id . “1 to ld  th e  story  
o f  m o d ern  China as 1 s e e  it th r o u g h  
the prism  o f  one road. R oute 3 12 .”

In the  book , G ifford reco u n ts  
v is it in g  d o z e n s  o f  c it ie s ,  v i l la g es ,  
histor ica l s ites  a nd  r id in g  c o u n t le s s  
form s of transp orta t ion ,.  He a lso  
m e n tio n s  m e e t in g  a n d  sp e a k in g  w ith  
C h in ese  p eop le  ra n g in g  fr o m  tw o  
y o u n g  w o m e n  from  S h angh a i,  w ho  
are m e m b e rs  o f  the  C o m m u n is t  Party, 
to an  im p o v e r ish e d  farm er  a n d  h is  
g r a n d so n  a long  th e  s id e  o f  th e  road.

G ifford b le n d s  a n e c d o te s  from  
h is  travels  w ith  l e s s o n s  o n  C h in ese  
his to ry  a n d  co m m en ta r y  o n  the  
eco n o m ic  and  polit ica l  s i tu a t io n  the  
na tio n  f in d s  i t s e l f  in.

“I’d like  p eo p le  to  s e e  th e  c o m p lex ity  
o f  C h in a ,” G ifford sa id . “T h e r e ’s a 
te n d e n c y  to se e  China, h isto r ica lly ,  in  
very  black  and  w h ite  te r m s .”

He sa id  th e  te n d e n c y  is  for p eo p le  
from  the  U nited  States to v ie w  C hina  
w ith  the  sa m e  e y es  as th e y  d id  the  
Soviet U nion in  the  1950s,  6 0 s ,  and  
70s. Even th o u g h  C hina i s  a o ne-party  
state, it is  m ore c o m p le x  t h a n  m o st  
p eo p le  believe.

“I say in  th e  book , ‘i f  y o u ’re not  
c o n fu s e d  b y  m o d e r n  C hina , t h e n  you  
really  h a v e n ’t b e e n  p a y in g  a tten tio n ,'” 
he said.

Gifford sa id  C hina's b iggest  
cha llen g e  is  m a n a g in g  th e  com plica ted  
natu re  o f  th e  eco n o m ic ,  p o l i t ic a l  and  
so c ia l  scene , w h ic h  h e  sa id  h e  b e liev es  
are in c o n s is te n t  w ith  o n e  anoth er .

“I th in k  o n ly  a foo l  p r e d ic ts  China's  
fu tu re ,” h e  said.

B ooks are s e lec ted  a s  th e  c o m m o n  
read ing  b a sed  on th e ir  a b i l i ty  to  fit in  
w ith  the g o a ls  o f  b o th  GST 110 and  
ENG 110 co u rses ,  w h ic h  a ll  f r e s h m e n  
are req u ired  to  take. A c c o rd in g  to  the  
cou rse  d escr ip tion , GST 110, or The  
Global E xperience, f o c u s e s  o n  “public  
resp o n s ib i li ty  in  a g lo b a l  c o n te x t ,” or 
tak ing  the  first s tep  to  m a k in g  a n  Elon 
stu dent a g loba l c it iz en .

Gifford sa id  b e  b e l ie v e s  “China  
Road” f its  in  p e r fec t ly  w ith  t h i s  goal.

“I th in k  that w e  can  se e  in  every  
area aro u n d  th e  world , no t  ju s t  in  Asia,  
C hina’s b e c o m in g  m o re  im p o r ta n t ,” 
Gifford said. “T he q u e s t io n  is ,  how  
d o e s  a r is in g  C h in a  fit in to  a g lobal  
eco n o m y  w ith o u t  d i s r u p t in g  the  
global b a lan ce?”

Gifford sa id  h e  b e l ie v e s  th e  res t  of  
the world, and  e v e n  C h in a  i tse lf ,  i s  not 
sure  how  to  d ea l  w ith  its  rap id ly  r is ing  
status.

“It’s like  a s tu d e n t  w h o  su d d en ly  
b e c o m es  a te en a g er  a n d  su d d en ly  
sh o o ts  up  to s ix  fo o t  four ,” h e  said.  
“China h a s  d o n e  in  20  or 30  years  
what A m erica  h a s  d o n e  in  100 y ea rs .” 

Gifford w il l  b e  o n  c a m p u s  Sept. 21, 
giv in g  a lec tu re  a b o u t th e  ex p e r ie n c e  
d escr ib ed  in  “C h in a  R oad ,” a s  w e l l  as 
v is i t in g  several c la s s e s  and  sp ea k in g  
w ith  stu d en ts .

http://WWW.DAEMONMOVtES.COM

