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Sports
Elon MBA benefits Elon Academy, encourages 
camaraderie tlirougii annual goU tournament
Sam Calvert
Sports Editor

About 30 m inutes from Elon 
University’s cam pus, nestled  in  Mebane, 
sits Mill Creek Golf Club. On June 26, 
th is  6,387-yard course becam e home 
to the th ird -annual Elon MBA golf 
tournam ent.

The first to u rn am en t took place 
in October 2007 at the  Challenge Golf 
Club in  Mebane, and  the  second one was 
held in October of the following year 
at the  Golf Club at Chapel Ridge, near 
Pittsboro.

“In the early days of the MBA 
Student-Alumni Association, the group 
decided tha t it was im portan t to hold 
an  event designed to give back to the 
com m unity  in a se tting  tha t encouraged 
cam araderie  am ong the m em bers ,” said 
Ed Adams, a m em ber of Elon MBA’s 
Leadership Council. “A golf tou rnam en t 
seem ed to be the best option.”

In order to s ta r t  getting  partic ipation  
in  the  tournam ent, those involved e-mail 
MBA alum ni, s tud en ts  and  faculty to 
inform  them  of the  event. Then, m any 
of the 13-person MBA Leadership 
Council sent out personal e-mails to try  
and persuade  them  to participate, said 
Vicki Dixon, d irec tor of m arketing  and  
sponsor relations.

Last fall, the organ ization  tr ied  to 
plan the tournam ent, but it fell th ro ug h  
because of lack of participation. The 
June event was its second attem pt.

“The m ost challenging p a r t  of 
organ izing  the  tou rnam en t was 
recru iting  players to participate,” said 
Jayson Judy, tou rnam en t director. “We 
thought we would have to postpone 
it again, as only th ree  team s had 
registered and  the tournam ent was 
only th ree  weeks away.”

Dixon said getting participation is 
difficult for a few reasons.

First, s tudents and recent graduates 
have less disposable income th an  
others, and in  a tough economy, the $80 
registration fee is hard  to justify.

Also, picking a good time is virtually  
impossible. S tudents find it ha rd  to give 
up study time on the weekends, and  in 
the sum mer, there is always a chance 
tha t partic ipants will be on vacation.

And w ith s tu den ts  and 
a lum ni living all over the 
area, i t ’s difficult to pick a 
golf course tha t doesn’t leave 
potentia l players feeling too 
far away.

In order to try  and  counteract 
those reasons, the  tou rnam en t 
team  created a m arketing plan 
tha t began with advertising.

With the help of Bryan Baker, 
a 2010 Elon MBA graduate, 
the  organization recorded a 
30-second com mercial to air 
on Time Warner Cable News 14, 
and  the sound  was also used  
for a WPCM radio commercial.

The to u rn am en t ran  prin t 
ads in  the Triad and  Triangle 
Golf Today Magazines as well.

“I also built the website 
w w w .elonm bago lftou rnam ent. 
com in  an effort to give the 
to u rn am en t a foothold on the 
In ternet,” Judy said.

To ro u n d  out the m arketing  
strategy, the  Elon MBA SAA 
took advantage of the  social 
m edia  outlets , creating  a 
Facebook page, MySpace page,
Twitter account an d  a blog on Blogger.

Finally, a fte r  ga in ing  enough 
pa rtic ip an ts  and  w ith  the  help of 
Heather A dam s, Dixon, Judy Dulberg, 
Heather Frazier, Megan T hom as and  J.T. 
Thill, who were p resen t at the  event, the  
th ird -an n u a l Elon MBA golf to u rn a m en t 
was able to take  place.

By the s ta r t  of com petition, there  
were 37 players registered, m ak ing  up 
a total of n ine  team s — e ig h t team s o f  
four and  one team  of five.

Haynes Dallas, Ryan Steward, Payne 
McCloud and  Jim m y Cassady were the 
cham pions of the day, fin ish ing  w ith a 
score of 49.

There were five othe r aw ards h anded  
out, inc luding closest to the  p in  on 
several d ifferent holes and  the  longest 
drive.

“We tend  to see some of th e  sam e 
faces at the  MBA events,” Dixon said. 
“These are  folks who love to netw ork.”

At the golf tou rnam en t, she said she 
registered  people and  saw m ore a lum ni 
th a n  anyone else, but the re  were also  a
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Megan Thomas registers golfers as they arrive for the tournament. The event saw a turnout of 37, making up 
eight teams of four and one team of five. This is the third time tournament In as many years.

few professors and  some c u rren t MBA 
students.

All the net p roceeds of the 
to u rn am en t benefits  the  Elon Academy, 
a p rogram  created th a t con tinues to be 
connected w ith the university.

“The Elon Academy becam e the 
p rim ary  charity  of the  SAA because  its 
m ission  dovetailed nicely w ith  th e  SAA’s 
objective of su p p o r ting  th e  u n ive rs ity ’s 
goals, he lp ing  the  local co m m un ity  and  
m ak in g  a d ifference in  the  lives o f the  
nex t generation  of leaders ,” A dam  said.

The Elon Academy is a college 
p repara to ry  p ro g ram  th a t w orks w ith  
local h igh  school s tu d en ts  w ho w ould 
not o therw ise  have the  o p p o r tu n ity  to 
p u rsu e  a college education . It involves a 
4-week su m m er p ro g ram  at Elon, along 
w ith  events th ro u g h o u t th e  year d u r in g  
th e  s tu d e n ts ’ 10th, 11th a n d  12th grade 
years.

“The m ission  of t he Elon A cademy is to 
in sp ire  academ ically  o rien ted  s tu d e n ts  
who are  often  u n d e rrep re sen ted  on 
college and  un iversity  cam puses

to p u rsu e  h ig h e r  ed uca tion , build 
leadersh ip  sk ills  an d  develop  an  active 
sense  of social resp o n s ib i li ty ,” Adams 
said.

The Elon MBA golf to u rn a m e n t is 
ju s t  one of m a n y  events  th e  MBA SAA 
plan s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  year. The next 
event will be  th e  G reensboro  NetworJr 
Luncheon, schedu led  to  ta k e  place in 
A ugust. ___________

TOURNAMENT R EC A P

C ham pions; H aynes D allas, 
Ryan Stewart, Payne M c C le o ^  
Jim m y C assady  — sco re  o f  49

R unner-ups: Jo h n  B urbridge , 
Lawrence Stoehr, Jo h n  S im m a, 

Peter S im m s — sco re  o f  52

T h ird  place: K evin O ’Mara, 
A rt Cassill, David N oer, A dam  
Kolakowski, J a r r e t t  S u ll ivan  — 

score o f 53

Elon trustee named to N.C. state athletics director
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Pam Richter
Editor-in-Chief

Even though  she g radua ted  in  1974, 
Debbie Yow still rem em bers  lea rn ing  critical 
th in k in g  skills while at Elon University. Now 
Yow will take these  skills w ith  her as she 
m akes the  t ran s itio n  to N.C. State University 
as its new athletic director.

Yow was an nounced  as the  new athletic 
d irec tor June 25 a fte r  being th e  athletic 
d irec tor at an o the r  ACC school, the 
University of Maryland. She has w orked at 
Maryland since 1994.

D uring her tim e at Maryland, Yow 
experienced som e of th is  success. The 
Terrapins collected 20 national titles. When 
she accepted the  position at M aryland she 
was the  first female a thletic d irec tor in 
the  ACC and  has becom e the  firs t w om an 
athletic d irector at N.C. State.

While m aking  fr iends in  M aryland after 
16 years, Yow, a Gibsonville native said it 
w as “a p leasure  to go hom e.”

Yow's sister, Kay, was the  head  w om en’s 
basketball coach at N.C. State from  1975 to 
2009 pass ing  away on January  24,

“My family h as  a long h is to ry  w ith  N.C. 
State, Yow said. “Both my sis ters  were 
form ally  associated, and  I’m  looking forw ard  
to coming home.”

She said tha t it is too early  to have a lot of 
goals, bu t she p lans to lis ten  and  learn  as a 
new a th letic  director.

“The g raduation  rate needs to im prove ” 
she said. “There needs to be a com petitive

level across all th e  sp o r ts  an d  a h e ig h te n e d  level of 
success.”

She said  th a t  she d o e sn ’t th in k  ab o u t th e  impact 
sh e ’s h ad  on o the r  w om en  a sp ir in g  to  be  athletic 
d irec to rs  on a daily  basis.

“T here are  quite  a few w om en  w ho a sp ire  to be 
a th letics d irector,” she said. “I th in k  i f  1 c a n  do  the  job 
relatively well, it helps o pen  th e  d o o r  for th e m  (in) the 
nex t genera tion .”

Yow cu rren tly  is a m e m b er  of E lon’s b o a rd  of 
tru s te es ,  and  said  she is p ro u d  of th e  u n iv e r s i ty ’s 
success in  football. A lso she  is exc ited  for the 
renovations th a t  a re  ta k in g  p lace to  A lu m n i Gym.

T hroughou t h e r  career, Yow sa id  sh e  w orked  her 
way up  th e  ladder, b u t still re m e m b e rs  th e  im p a c t one 
professor at Elon h as  h ad  on h e r  -  L am ar Bland.

Bland re t ired  at th e  end  of th e  2009-2010 academic 
year. He firs t began te ach in g  at Elon in  1967.

Elon was th e  p erfec t place for m e. 1 w as  a n  E nglish  
m ajor and  it h ad  sm all c lass  s izes  ... 1 b lo sso m e d  
u n d e r  h is  (Bland’s) le adersh ip .”

“THERE ARE QUITE A FEW 
WOMEN WHO ASPIRE TO BE 
ATHLETICS DIRECTORS. I 
THINK IF I CAN DO THE JOB 
RELATIVELY WELL, IT HELPS 
OPEN THE DOOR FOR THEM (IN)
THE NEXT GENERATION,"

-DEBBIE YOW  
ATHLETIC DIRECTOR AT N.C.

STATE UNIVERSITY

http://www.elonmbagolftournament

