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Just around the corner: Short and local 
getaways for the time-strapped student

Lauren Ramsdell
Arts and Entertainment Editor

A ll Elon University students chose to 
enro ll for some special reason. Maybe 
the renowned theatre program drew 
them here, or the esteemed business 
school. Maybe they fe ll in  love w ith  the 
brick walkways and immaculate lawns, 
or maybe they followed best friends or 
older siblings to the Elon fam ily. They 
love the ir school, but sometimes, as in  
a ll relationships, they need the ir alone 

time.
Because the school is located 

essentia lly in  the center o f the state, 
Elon students can easily make a day

tr ip  to many unique attractions 
and re tu rn  in  tim e to sleep in  the ir 
fa m ilia r dorms. W ith  the eco-friendly 
Zip-Car system, the re la tionsh ip  w ith  
the un ive rs ity  can be kept “open."

There are also oppo rtun itie s  
fo r day tr ip s  o ff the beaten path 
exp lo ring  sm all towns like  Saxapahaw 
(25 m inutes from  Elon,) or tou ring  
Greensboro’s eccentric downtown. 
Whatever the preference, Elon’s central 
location allows students to take a 
re fresh ing break from  campus — even 
i f  the year has ju s t started.

CAROWINDS
LOCATION-. Chariotte 
COST; $39.99 online, $49.99 at the gate 
PARKING: 5,000 spots 
ESTIMATED DRIVE TIME: 2h 10m
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Eight intense ro lle r coasters w ith  
other sm aller coasters and th riJ l rides 
make Carowinds w o rth  a tr ip  fo r any 
adventure-seeker. There’s also a water 

park inc luded w ith  adm ission. The park is big enough for a fu ll-day  o f fun , but 
sm all enough tha t every ride  can be ridden at least once, maybe tw ice in  a day. Not 
to m ention its  location in  C harlo tte  makes staying the n igh t or going to do another 
‘b ig c ity ’ a c tiv ity  as easy as leaving the park and d riv ing  down the street.
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FANTASY LAKE SCUBA DIVING
LOCATION: Wake Forest 
COST: $15 to dive, $5 non-dive entry, 
$5 overnight camping 
PARKING: tree at the site 
ESTIMATED DRIVE TIME: 1h 30m

location?

Share your story and photos 
with The Pendulum online at 
http://www.elon.edu/pendulum/

AREA UNIVERSITIES
LOCATION: Greensboro,
Raleigh, Chapel Hill and Durham 
COST: varies 
PARKING: varies 
ESTIMATED DRIVE TIME: 30m -  1 h
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Doing a day t r ip  from  one college to another
seems a b it on the s illy  side, bu t i t s  nice ■
every now and then to go get lost on a bigger college cam pus. D uke University, 
U n ivers ity  o f N orth  Carolina at Chapel H ill,  UNC G reensboro and N o rth  Carolina 
State U n ivers ity  a ll have v ib ran t campus life  and are ve ry  v is ito r  fr ie n d ly . Franklin 
Street in  Chapel H ill is home to great m usic and food , som etim es at the same 
tim e and place. H illsborough  Street in  Raleigh (N.C. State cam pus) has the famed 
Schoolklds Records and Sadlack’s Heroes (p ic tu red  above), n o t to  m en tion  easy 
access to o ther downtown attractions. UNC-G always has q u a lity  stage, v isu a l and 
vocal productions going on, w h ile  Duke is  fam ed fo r its  beau ty  and cam pus life.

Ill
MARBLES KIDS MUSEUM
LOCATION: Downtown Raleigh
COST: $ 5  per person I p h o to  c o u r te s y  o f  w ik im e d ia  com m ons

PARKING: public lots and street I Just because i t  says “ k id s ” in  the name
parking are available I doesn’t m ean i t ’s ju s t  fo r  c h ild re n . It may
ESTIMATED DRIVE TIME: 1h 15m |  be one o f the o n ly  tim e s  a college student

can look  at bugs u n d e r a m icroscope and 
b u ild  a m in ia tu re  car — fo r science. The p ira te  sh ip  m ay be a l i t t le  too  young 
and o f course the dress-up clothes w on 't f it ,  b u t fee lin g  7 years o ld  again can 
be refresh ing. There’s also an IM AX theater tha t shows b o th  docum enta ries  and 
feature film s , fo r add itiona l fees.

Yes, scuba d iv ing  is possible in  centra l 
N o rth  Carolina, in  the sm all tow n o f Wake
Forest. There are resources at Fantasy Lake _
fo r bo th  the novice and the pro diver, w ith  equipm ent ren ta l and a fu ll-se rv ice  dive 
shop. There are also scenic tra ils  around the lake i f  ju s t going under the water isn ’t 
enough. I f  scuba is rea lly  enticing, there are also camp sites.

WET ‘N WILD EMERALD POINTE
LOCATION: Greensboro 
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Even on its  tag line  “yo u r daycation PARKING: $7 per car 
destina tion !” Em erald Pointe in  ESTIMATED DRIVE TIME: 30m
Greensboro shows tha t i t  is  aware o f its       --
status as the m ost convenient w ater pa rk  in  the  C aro linas, no t to  m en tion  the 
biggest. T h ir ty -s ix  rides w ith  3 m il lio n  ga llons o f w ater are sure to  squash the heat 
even on a sw e lte ring  September day. W hy o n ly  September? The p a rk  closes fo r the 
season at 5 p.m . Sept. 6, so m ake the t r ip  w h ile  you s t i l l  can.
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