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Elon freshman coordinates 
project to give bacic to troops
Nonprofit organization provides troops with video games

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Freshman Peter Gallagher and his friend Jack  Wilson pose with Sgt. Jam es Lock, one of the troops who benefit from the charity Wilson and 
Gallagher started. The charity donates handheld video games to troops deployed oversees.

Caitlin O ’Donnell
News Editor

While most high school 
students  were spending 
their time dwelling on their 
social lives and school work, 
Peter Gallagher set his sights 
elsewhere.

Gallagher, who will be 
a freshm an at Elon this 
fall, founded a non-profit 
organization called Games 
for Heroes with friend Jack 
Wilson, sending video games 
to troops overseas.

“About two years ago a 
buddy of mine and I were 
talking about helping the 
troops,” Gallagher said. 
“We talked to Marines, and 
the most requested item is 
handheld  video games.”

According to the 
organization's  website, these 
include Gameboys, PSPs and 
Nintendo DSs.

“These boys are young - 18, 
19, 20 years old,” Gallagher 
said. “There was no unique 
charity set up for th is .”

Starting with friends and 
family in their  hometown of 
Westchester, N.Y., the friends 
asked their various contacts 
for donations and posted

fliers throughout the county. 
It jus t  built up from there, 
Gallagher said.

Since the organization 
officially began about two 
and a half  years ago. Games 
for Heroes has collected cash 
donations and more than 
100,000 handheld  games, 
Gallagher said.

“Companies such as 
Sony, Capcom and EA Games 
donated a lot,” he said.

Their website also lists 
K-mart, Target and Penny 
Arcade as other major 
sponsors of the project.

But games are not the only 
gifts Gallagher has sent to 
troops.

“During sophomore year 
spring break, we went to a 
public elementary school and 
asked kids to write letters 
and draw pictures for the 
soldiers,” he said.

According to the website, 
more than  1,000 le tters from 
the students  and staff were 
mailed, along with drawings 
and candy.

“We already had the plan 
for Games for Heroes before 
our letter writing campaign, 
but that was the starting 
point,” Gallagher said.

Gallagher and Wilson have 
received letters of thanks 
from both troops in the field 
as well as their parents.

“They really appreciate 
what we do,” Gallagher said. 
“It makes what we do all 
worthwhile.”

He says his best experience 
was meeting and talking 
with troops in  Westchester

and having the opportunity  
to give something back to 
them,

Wilson will be attending 
Union College in N.Y., but they 
hope to continue coordinating 
the project from school, 
Gallagher said. Since its 
origination, the two friends 
have directed and coordinated 
the project entirely on their

own. Though not much 
has changed regarding the 
purpose of the organization, 
Gallagher said i t ’s run  on a 
much larger scale.

“(We want) to keep doing 
this  until  the last troop comes 
home from war,” he said. “No 
matter the reason they’re out 
there, they still need to be 
appreciated.”
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Class of 2014, Let's Eat!
by Steve Ferguson, Class of 2011

ACROSS
1 Library across from Koury 
5 Snakes on the  Nile 
9  Landloded  Asian country 

1 3 J a i_ _ _
1 4  Show love toward
15 Italian currency, pre-Euro
1 6  Hit an ice patch
17  Home of Boar's Head and 

1889 Grill Room
1 9  Dining hall near Lake 

Mary Nell
21 Collect in large quantities
2 2  Snow dweller of myth
25  Voice of Elon's enrolled, 

briefly
2 6  Bind again 
3 0  Taj Mahal site
32  Not yet known, for short
35  Hebrew for"oak"
3 6  It's next to  Town Table
3 7  Thomas or Zombie
3 8  Meal provider, at  times 
41 Coining of new  words
4 3  Consumed
4 4  Coffee shop in Moseley
4 6  Soul singer Redding
4 7  Component of mpg?
4 8  Suggest
4 9  Curvy letters
5 0 "  Just Not That Into

You”
51 Greek letters 
5362-D ow n, in the  sky 
56  Varsity Sports Bar locale 
61 Formerly a restaurant by 

the  railroad: Var.
6 6  Skater Lipinski
6 7  Emulated
6 8  Sneezing sound
6 9  Irritable person
7 0  Mandatory media alerts, 

briefly

26 27 28 29 1

35

38

43 I
47 _l

7 1 1 1 0 2 , in Ancient Rome 
72  Green gas company? 
DOWN

1 Beach party
2 Singer Fitzgerald
3 Beast's abode
4  Legendary pirate captain
5 Useless activity
6  Sun, in Spain
7 Not som e am ateur
8  Congressional rep.
9  "The Emperor's New 

Groove" animal
10  Verdi opera
11 Gold deposits
12 Back talk
1 4  Teen breakout?
1 8 1998 Olympics city 
2 0  Palindromic organ

39 40

53 S4 55

61

67

170

62 63 64 65

I 9 10 11 12

1 15

18

21

57 58 59 60

23  Beauty queen toppers
2 4  Business indicator, for 

short
25  Title for a king
2 6  Summarize
27  Excite
2 8  Carrier
2 9  Alp ending?
31 Bakery treats: Var.
32  Neither runs nor walks
33  Miss the  putt for par
3 4  Gorge
3 9  Best for the  picking
4 0  Cupid's Roman 

counterpart
4 2  Angeles
45  Move quickly
4 9  Keyboard key
5 0  Listens to

5 2 "  proud of you!"
5 3 “Let'sgo,stat!"
5 4  Shreds
55  Bright thing?
57  Make an engraving
58  Item for sale
5 9  Historic periods
6 0  Catches, as a criminal
6 2  Ewe's companion
63  UVA athletic league 
6 4 T ai__
65 Pond fish
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Elon Career Services looks forward to 
assisting you with your career 

development needs this year 

Highlighted events this fall:

Career Kickoff* • Mon.-Sat., 9/13-9/18 

Vorious Times & Locations

Employer Showcase ♦  Tues^S/H  

1-4PM, McKinnon Half

Graduate School Fair • Thurs., 10/14 

11AM-2PM, McKinnon Halt

Ulttnriate Money Skills • Thurs., 10/28 
4:30-5:30PM, KOBC Digital Theater
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For more information:

WWW.ELON.EDU/CAREERS

http://WWW.ELON.EDU/CAREERS

