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Incoming freshmen could be last 
class with current core requirements
Jack DoSson''
News Editor

The Elon University c lass  of  
2014 could  be one of the last  
group s  required  to take the  
current first-year core c lasses ,  
according to faculty  mem bers.  
Faculty said a com m ittee  is 
in  place to review the  general  
s tud ies  requirem ents .

Since 1994, s tud en ts  in  their  
freshm an  year have had to take  
College Writing (ENG 110), The 
Global Experience (GST 110), 
Health and W ellness (HED 111) 
and either Statist ics or Calculus  
(MTH 112, 121 or 212).

But starting  last year, a 
com m ittee  w as put together  
to review the  current system ,  
according to Janet Warman, a GST 
110 professor  w ho coordinates  the  
general s tud ie s  core requirement.  
Warman said each core c lass  has  
its ow n coordinator — Amanda  
Tapler for w e llness .  Skip Allis  
for math and Jessie Moore for 
English.

As of right now, Warman 
said the co m m ittee  is  look in g  
to build  more co n n ect ion s  
b etw een  the core c la sse s  and  
the c la sse s  s tu d en ts  take later in  
their col lege  careers.  This would  
build on an idea that already  
dictates the p u rp ose  of the  core  
requirem ents.

■ “T he  core c la sse s  are in ten ded  
to provide the b as is  for Elon 
s tud en ts  so that they  can succeed  
in  their  other cou rses  at Elon 
and in their l ives beyond  Elon,” 
Warman said.

She said  all the co u rses  have  
a bigger m ean in g  beyond  just  
c lass  work — w ith  The Global 
Experience, she  said, i t ’s about  
s tud en ts  f in d in g  their  place in  
the world, w hi le  s ta t is t ics  is  about  
f in d ing  the value and practicality  
in numbers.

“If we are to be educated  
c it izen s ,  then we need  to 
understand  the  im p lica t ion s  of  
the num bers  that we encounter  
every day,” Warman said.

The c la sses  act as “bu ild in g  
blocks ,” said Jim Donathan, the  
assoc iate  director o f  academ ic  
advising.

They're about learn ing  what 
a college c la ss  enta i ls ,  and  
preparing s tud en ts  for upper- 
level c lasses ,  he said.

“The facu lty ’s always seek in g  
to define  what an education  
p erson  from Elon is ,” he said.

GST 110 professor  Jim Brown 
said, the core c la sse s  offer a good  
chance  for s tu d en ts  to learn sk il ls  
they can use  through  the rest of  
their college careers as well .

“1 th in k  (taking th ese  courses)  
is an im portant way to start off  
your college career,” Brown said.

“The big th in g  1 th ink  you get out 
of th ese  courses  is a set o f  tools . . .  
In the long run, i t ’s the sk i l l s  part 
th a t ’s im portant.”

Brown said p rofessors  for 
the GST 110 course  m eet  once a 
w eek to check up with  each other  
about their  dif ferent approaches  
to teach ing  the  course  and about 
what works and what d o e sn ’t. 
He said  despite  the d if ferences  
in course  material, the c lass  is  
all about one th ing  — critical  
th ink ing .

“On the surface, it looks  
different beca use  people  have  
different topics,  but underlying,  
it is the  sam e sk i l l s ,” he said. “If 
you take the  tim e to figure  out 
w ha t’s go ing  on, there really  is  
a k ind  o f  u n iform ity  no matter  
w h o ’s teaching  it.”

For Warman, the overall  
im portance  o f  the c la sse s  com es  
from what the  s tu d en ts  can get  
out of them.

“They can conn ect  w ith  faculty  
w ho care deeply  about first-year  
s tud en ts  and their education  and  
w ho work to help s tud en ts  learn  
how they can su cceed  at Elon,” 
Warman said. “Students  w ho take  
the m ost  advantage o f  the core will  
com m un icate  more effectively,  
th in k  more deeply  and develop  
in te l lec tu a l  cur ios ity  for a richer  
li fe  and a more su cces s fu l  college  
exp er ience .”

FIRST-YEAR CORE CLASSES

College Writing (ENG 110)

English professors teach the basic techniques 
of writing in this class. Research, citation and 
reading skiHs are developed.

The Global Experience (GST 110)

Professors take different approaches to 
teaching this general studies class. Professors 
from every area, including math, science, music, 
communications and other principles, teach the 
class. The main purpose is to develop critical 
thinking, problem solving, looking at the bigger 
problems in the world and discussing solutions.

Health and Wellness (HED 111)

Professors teach stress release, mental and 
physical health, how to spot drug and alcohol 
abuse, healthy eating habits, exercise and other 
topics relating to health in this class.

Statistics or Calculus (MTH 112,121 or 212)

These math classes are about finding the value 
and practicality in numbers. Some higher-level 
math courses teach computer programming, 
which is also a major at Elon.
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