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New Student Convocation welcomes freshman dass to Elon
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To welcome the newest class of Elon University 
students, the school held its annual New Student  
Convocation ceremony Saturday morning, where senior  
staff members and faculty from the school offered  
advice for a successful four years at Elon.

The event included speeches by President Leo 
Lambert, Associate Chaplain and Director of Religious  
Life Phil Smith and Vice President for Student Life Smith
Jackson, among others.

“Elon University, from its founding, has been a place  
of  transformation," Smith said. “This is a place you may  
learn from or interact with persons from all w alks of 

life."
After Smith started the ceremony with an mvocation, 

junior Taylor Martin, the Student Government 
Association executive president, welcom ed the class of  

2014 with som e advice.
“College is not a place to lose  control,” Martin said. 

“You’ve worked too hard over the last few years to throw  

it away over one mistake.”
He also told the c lass to remember that Elon’s 

cam pus has a draw to it.
“I don’t know what it is about th is  place, but you get 

stuck by its charm when you step on the campus, he  

said.
Jackson presented the statistics for the class: 44  

states and 31 countries represented and six students  
from Alamance County who graduated from the Elon 
Academy, a program geared toward assisting low- 
income high school students reach college.

Steven House, provost and vice president for 
academic affairs and professor of biology, followed by  
introducing the faculty to the new class and the parents, 
going through their statistics and awards.

“Although these  faculty may all look the sam e to 
you today — dressed in academic regalia and m arching  
in straight lines — rest assured, they are interesting,  
passionate and com m itted individuals," House said. 
“You will see  their uniqueness in the c lasses they teach, 
the plays they direct, the art they produce, the po lls  
they conduct, the mock trials and model UN sim ulations  
they will create for you, and the m any other ways your  
paths will cross over the next four years.”

Lambert then spoke, w elcom ing the students,  
talking about his experience as a parent w ith  a student  
in college and offering som e tips for the incom ing  
students.

“I can identify with the tear in m om ’s eye and the
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lump in dad’s throat," Lambert said. “What a privilege  
it’s been for them  to help you reach th is  day."

And with  a different take on a New Student 
Convocation tradition, playing o ff  the China-themed  
com m on reader for the class, Lambert led into the  
annual hum an bar graph part o f  his speech  by talking  
about China’s relationship with the United States. “China 
Road: A Journey into the Future o f  a Rising Power,” 
w as required reading for the Class of 2014, written by 
National Public Radio correspondent Rob Gifford.

To dem onstrate  the relationship betw een the  
two countries, he had 12 rows of students stand up 
in  the back o f  the audience to represent the Chinese  
population. Three row s stood up in front to represent 
the people  o f  the United States.

“The front row ow es the back rows alm ost $1.7 
trillion,” he said. “And the back rows m anufactured  
alm ost all the th in g s  you bought at Target yesterday.”

After Lambert w ent th r o u g h  th e  rest  o f  the human 
bar graph, referencing  th e  large  a m o u n t  of poverty, 
illiteracy and  sm all  a m o u n t  o f  a ccess  to college 
degrees, four s tu d en ts  w ere  le ft  s ta n d in g  in the front 
row representing p eop le  w i th  four-year degrees from 
private institutions.

“John and Q uentin  and  R icky a n d  Olivia, and the 
class o f  2014," he  said, “co n s id er  yo u r  g o o d  fortune this 
morning."

Lambert h igh ligh ted  s o m e  o f  th e  biggest aspects 
he sees  as im portant to  an  Elon education including 
internships, study  abroad, un dergraduate  research 
and the ability to have a g o o d  t im e  without being 
irresponsible.

At the end  o f  h is  sp eech ,  h e  he ld  an  acorn in from 
of the class.

“The sym bol o f  promise," h e  said .“The promise of 
an education.”
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Members of the Class of 2014 move in with the help of orientation staff Aug. 27.

Freshmen arrive on campus, orientation staff assist move-iin
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With 1,365 new  stu d e n ts  and  71 
tr a n s fe rs  all m o v in g  in  Aug. 27, Elon  
U n iversity  w as fu ll  o f  new  s tu d e n ts ,  
parents ,  or ien ta tio n  and  r es id en ce  life  
s ta f f  as  w e ll  as physica l  plant workers  
all h e lp in g  s tu d e n ts  get s ituated .

Early in  th e  day, O rientation  
Leaders and  Head Staff  m em b ers  
jo in e d  R esidence  Life to prepare for 
the  new  s tu d e n ts .

O rientation  Head Staff  m em b er  
C aroline  C ron in  sa id  th ere  w a s  an  
early  m o r n in g  r u sh  w h en  m ove-in  
started ,  but a fter  that ev er y th in g  
w ent sm o o th ly .  T he crow d sh o w ed  
up at North Area r e s id en ce  h a l ls  
w ell  be fore  th e  8 a.m. star t  t im e  that  
m o rn in g ,  sh e  sa id .

“Before s ig n  in, w e  had at lea st  30  
fa m i l i e s  l in ed  up ,” C ron in  sa id . "Out- 
of-s ta ters  are eager .”

For th e  O rientation  Leaders and

Head Staff, th e  day c o n s i s t e d  o f  
long  hours .  C ronin  sa id  sh e  w ok e  up  
around  4 a.m., s ta r t in g  work at 5:30 
a.m., and w a s n ’t f in ish e d  u n t i l  1 a.m.  
The n e x t  m o r n in g  th e  or ien ta tio n  
s ta f f  m et again  at 7 a.m.

Cronin sa id  the  a f te rn o o n  w as  
a l i t t le  bit o f  a break fro m  th e  r u sh  
of  s tu d e n ts  c o m in g  in  th e  m o rn in g ,  
th o u g h .

A s s is ta n t  D irector  o f  R esidence  
Life for West Area R ichard Baker, 
w h o s to o d  by the  tent near McEweri 
th r o u g h o u t  th e  m o rn in g ,  sa id  the  
m ove-in  p r o c e s s  in  h is  area w a s  go ing  
sm o o th ly  o nce  the  early crow d w a s  
m oved  in to th e ir  dorm s.

Once the  f irst  w ave  o f  s tu d e n ts  and  
p arents  had co m e  th r o u g h  at the  start  
o f  the  day. Baker sa id  h i s  West Area  
group h a d b e co m e  l ik e  a w e l l-o i led  
m a ch in e ,  w ith  a s y s te m  to  h ow  they  
w ere  h e lp in g  the  new  stu d e n ts .

He sa id  th e  m o st  im p o r ta n t  
th in g  d u r in g  m ove-in  day w a s  to get

s tu d e n ts  in  to  th e ir  d o rm s.
“We have  to  m a k e  su r e  w e  get th e m  

to  th e  r ight p lace,  a n s w e r  q u e s t io n s ,” 
he said .

N ew  s tu d e n ts  b e g a n  m o v in g  in  
Aug. 27  at 8 a.m. Early a r r iv a ls  w ere  
from  m ore  th a n  four  h o u r s  away, so  
m a n y  w ere  c o m in g  fr o m  h o t e l s  t o ’get  
to  c a m p u s .  Later a rr iva ls ,  s ta r t in g  at 
10 a.m., w ere  fr o m  c lo s e r  by.

It w a s  a l i t t le  s t r e s s f u l  g e t t in g  
out," f r e s h m a n  J i ll ian  P lotner  sa id .  

But it s n ic e  out, and  th e r e  are a lot  
of  p e o p le  a r o u n d  to  help."

Plotner, from  Great Falls,  Va., ca m e

to c a m p u s  f r o m h e r h o te l in B u r l in g t o n .
Her dad , A lan, sa id  sh e  w a s  th e  th ir d  
— a nd  last  — n e w  s tu d e n t  m o v in g  to  
c o lle g e  t h i s  su m m e r  fr o m  her  fa m ily  
Her tw in  had  m o v e d  in  at U n iv e r s i ty  
01 V irg in ia  th e  w e e k e n d  b e fo r e

“It’s b e e n  a very  d i f f i c u l t  s u m m e r  "
her m o th e r  Barbara sa id .

But for so m e  s tu d e n ts ,  th e  tr ip  
to  c a m p u s  w a s  m u c h  fa r th er  th a n

c o m in g  f r o m  V ir g in ia .
For J a so n  M e e r b e r g e n ,  a San Diego- 

n a t iv e  a n d  t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  n ew  student 
A sh ley ,  t h e  m o v e - in  p r o c e s s  came 
a f te r  a c r o s s - c o u n t r y  tr ip .  He d r o v e  to 
Elon w i t h  h i s  fa th e r  d u r in g  the wee 
b e f o r e  A u g .  27, s t o p p i n g  in  various 
p la c e s  in  t h e  s o u t h e r n  part of 
c o u n t r y  o n  t h e  w ay,

“We s t o p p e d  in  F la g s ta f f ,  O k la h o n w  

City, A lb u q u e r q u e ,"  M e e r b e r g e n  sai 
“It w a s  a g r e a t  t i m e . ”

He s a id  h e  a n d  h i s  father  
A s h le y  a n d  h e r  m o t h e r  at Elon to he P 
her m o v e  in  to  h e r  n e w  sc h o o l .  When 
th e y  w e r e  d o n e  at E lon  they were 
g o in g  to  s ta y  at h i s  s c h o o l ,  Ursinu* 
C o lleg e  in  P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  w h ere  hes  
ju n io r .

Meerbergen sa id  m o v in g  his  siste 
in to sc h o o l  r e m i n d s  h im  of  his ear) 
days in  co l lege .  . .

“It’s coo l  — i t ’s a lot of wor 
Meerbergen said. “It k ind  of 
me back to m y fr e s h m a n  year.


