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Ever Elon nears end, enters final stage
Becca Tynes
Senior Reporter

The final phase  of Ever Elon, Elon 
University's  five-year campaign to 
build the  school’s endowment,  has 
begun.  As of mid-August , donors  have 
contr ibu ted  more th a n  $79 million 
in gif ts  and  pledges. The goal of the 
cam paign  is to raise $100 million by 
the end of 2011.

“We sti ll have roughly 21 percent 
of the  campaign to go and a num ber  
of donors  who are considering m aking 
donat ions ,” said Jim Piatt, vice 
president for University Advancement.

Piatt sa id  the universi ty  is not 
m ak ing  any predic tions as to when the 
goal will be reached.

“Once we get there, however, 
it will be a t r em endous  sense of 
accom plishm ent,” he said.

The cam paign  is b roken up into 
th ree  p r im ary  categories. Endowment 
is the  la rgest of the th ree  with a goal 
of $70 million. The operations goal 
for the cam paign  is $20 million, while 
the  capital goal is $10 million. The 
capital goal funds  are ea rm arked  
for preserv ing  and  build ing  the Elon 
campus.

Piatt said the p r im ary  p u rpose  of 
growing Elon's endowm ent  is to allow 
the  un iversi ty  to increase scholarship  
oppor tun i t ies  for s tuden ts  in need.  In 
the coming years,  Elon is working to 
double the am oun t  of money spent on 
need-based scholarships.

Additionally, the  l ingering recession 
cont inues to put more  p ressu re  on the 
dem and  for f inancia l  aid.

“Financial aid and  scholarships 
may be more im portan t  today than  
they ever have been  due to the  cu r ren t  
economy,” Piatt said. “Students are 
dem ons tra t ing  need.”

ChuckDavis, ass is tan t  vice president 
and  d irector  of the Ever Elon campaign.

agreed tha t  the  top priori ty  of Ever 
Elon is endowing scholarships.

While the vast  majority of money 
raised f rom the campaign is used 
to suppor t  scholarship  endowment,  
many donors  continue to provide 
annua l  un res t r ic ted  gif ts  that  go 
s traight to the un ivers i ty ’s operations 
budget . These funds  are used for 
daily opera tions of the  universi ty  and 
wherever s tuden ts  need it most.

“Many of our  a lum ni will make an 
annua l  gift to support  our  ongoing 
operational needs ,” Piatt said. “Those 
dollars go right to work.”

There are four bui ld ing  projects  on 
Elon’s cam pus that  ei ther  have been 
buil t  or will be buil t using the money 
raised  u nder  the  capital  goal. These 
projects  include Lindner Hall, a m ul t i 
fai th  center, the  A lumni Field house 
and  renovations of the  Alum ni Gym.

“The cam paign  helps enhance  the 
world class facilities at Elon tha t  our  
com m unity  has  come to enjoy,” Davis 
said.

According to Davis, the Ever Elon 
cam paign  has  had  a t rem endous  effect 
on the universi ty.

“It has  helped our  cons t i tuen ts  bo th  
in ternally  and  external ly  u n d e r s ta n d  
the  im portance  of endowment," Davis 
said. “Overall, it has  helped people 
u n d e r s ta n d  the  joy of investing in 
people.”

According to Davis, another  
cam paign  will be  u n d e r  way once the 
Ever Elon campaign concludes.

“There will always be a universi ty  
campaign,” Davis said.

What Davis wants  Elon s tuden ts  to 
u n d e r s ta n d  most about the  campaign 
is tha t  every single gift counts  toward 
Ever Elon and  is critically im portant .

“The cam paign  really isn ’t so m uch  
about all these  num bers ,” Piatt said. 
“It’s about people coming together  to 
support  our  universi ty .”
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Town M anager M ike Dula said any development by the university or private business owners would be a joint venture between the school and the town. The town is responsible for roads, sewers and other utilites.

Rachel Southmayd
Senior Reporter

In an  effort  to bu i ld  up the  d ow ntow n  area  of 
Elon, the  u n ive rs i ty  recen t ly  h i r e d  Ken K auffm an,  
a deve lopm en t  consu l ta n t ,  to beg in  m a k in g  th is  
goal a reali ty .

Accord ing  to  Gerald W hi t t ing ton ,  sen io r  vice 
p re s id e n t  for Business ,  F inance an d  Technology,  
K au f fm an  has  w orked  on b u i ld in g  re ta i l  areas  
for i n s t i tu t i o n s  inc lu d in g  th e  Universi ty  of 
N orth  Carol ina,  Duke Universi ty  and  Wake Forest  
Universi ty,  am ong  o the rs .

W hi t t ing ton  sa id  th i s  p a r t  of th e  Elon 
Com m itm en t ,  a 10-year s t ra teg ic  plan,  could  
p r o g re ss  w i th in  the  next few years.

“I would  expec t  in  th e  nex t  year  or two or th re e  
th a t  y o u ’d p robab ly  see som e new b u i ld in g  or some 
h igh ly  renova ted  b u i ld in g s  th a t  would  inc lude  new 
re ta i l  o p p o r tu n i t i e s , ” he said.

W h i t t ing ton  said K auf fm an  has  exper ience  
developing  re ta i l  in  college towns.

He will  work to iden t i fy  p ro p e r t ie s  tha t  could 
be developed,  r enova ted  or rev i ta l ize d  for new 
b u s in e sse s ,  W h i t t in g to n  added.

“You w an t  re ta i le rs  of h igh  qual i ty ,” he said. 
“You w an t  re ta i le r s  who will be  success fu l  in 
d raw in g  people  year  r o u n d .”

W h i t t in g to n  sa id  th i s  inc ludes  b u s in e s se s  like 
c lo th ing  an d  jew e lry  s tores ,  r e s t a u r a n t s ,  se rv ices  
like d ry  c leaners  an d  d ru g  s to res  and  p rofess iona l

o f f ices  for d o c to r s  a n d  law yers .
He a l so  sa id  e x p a n d i n g  E lon’s d o w n to w n  a re a  

is n o t  j u s t  th e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of th e  u n iv e rs i ty ,  
b u t  a l so  loca l  e n t r e p r e n e u r s .  The u n iv e r s i t y  
w a n t s  i n d e p e n d e n t  b u s i n e s s  o w n e r s  to  in v e s t  in 
th e  a re a ,  no t  j u s t  th e  u n iv e r s i t y  i tse lf .

“What w e ’re t r y in g  to  do is m a k e  a d i f f e r e n c e  
in i t i a l ly  t h a t  w il l  t ip  th e  b a l a n c e  a n d  m a ke  
o th e r s  com e in  a n d  say  ‘wow t h a t ’s a g rea t  p lace  
to  b e , ’” W h i t t i n g to n  sa id .

Town M anage r  Mike D ula  sa id  th e  Town of 
Elon c r e a te d  t h e i r  own p la n  for r e ta i l  e x p a n s io n  
ab o u t  five y e a r s  ago.

“In o u r  case ,  th e  r e ta i l  p a r t  of d o w n to w n  is 
re la t iv e ly  sm a l l  c o m p a r e d  to  th e  s ize  of the  
w hole  t o w n ,” he  sa id .

D ula  sa id  s ince  th e  to w n  is r e s p o n s ib le  for 
ro a d s ,  sew ers  an d  o th e r  re la te d  u t i l i t i e s ,  any  
d e v e lo p m e n t  by th e  u n iv e r s i t y  or p r iv a te  b u s in e s s  
o w n e r s  w o u ld  have to  be  a j o in t  v e n tu re .

David  D il l ion ,  o w n e r  of 116 Oak r e s t a u r a u n t  
on  West Lebanon  Avenue, sa id  he w ou ld  love to 
see th e  a re a  r id  of n o n - re ta i l .

“1 w o u ld  love for th e  d o w n to w n  to  have  m o re  
s to res ,  m o re  r e s ta u r a n t s , "  he  sa id .

D illon  sa id  it w o u ld  be b e n e f ic ia l  if  b u s in e s s e s  
w ere  a l so  ta rg e te d  to  r e s id e n t s  o th e r  t h a n  
s tu d e n t s .

“We w an t  th e  Town of Elon to  be  a d e s t i n a t i o n  
for no t  on ly  o u r  s tu d e n t s ,  f a c u l ty  a n d  s ta f f ,  b u t  
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  i t s e l f , ” W h i t t i n g to n  sa id .
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The University recently hired Ken Kauffman as a development consultant 
to build up downtown Elon. He has experience with other university towns.

th e  a v a i l a b i l i ty  of p r iv a te  
a f ac to r  in  d o w n to w n

D ula  a d d e d  th a t  
m o n e y  w o u ld  be  
e x p a n s io n .

“I h o p e  t h a t  t h i n g s  d eve lop  in  a p o s i t iv e  and  
e c o n o m ic a l  way,” he  sa id

A cc o rd in g  to  W h i t t i n g to n ,  t h e r e  a re  no  fo rm a l  
p l a n s  for d e v e lo p m e n t  at t h i s  t im e .


