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The Phoenix can rumble, but Elon will rise;
Bell in Alamance shows history and progression of Elon University
M elissa Kansky
M ultim ed ia  E d itor

A 400-pound  bel l f rom 
Elon's old m a in  cam pus,  
before  the  f ire tha t  des t royed  
much of the  college in  1923, 
was placed in the  A lam ance  
bu i ld ing  r o tu n d a  th i s  
sum m er .

George Troxler, the  
un iv e rs i ty  h i s to r i an ,  sa id  
it sym bo l ize s  a pas t  tha t  
is hono red  in the  p re se n t  
and  p ro m ise s  g ro w th  in the  
fu tu re .

“I t ’s a r e m in d e r  of what 
o u r  p red e ce sso rs  have 
ac com plished ,” Troxler  said.

Aside f rom West 
do rm ito ry ,  the  Old Main 
Bell is one of the  few it ems 
at Elon tha t  su rv ived  the  
f ire  of  1923. The Old Main 
Bell hung  in an octagonal  
tower  in  the  a d m in i s t r a t io n  
bu i ld ing ,  located  where 
A lam ance  c u r re n t ly  s ta n d s .

“That b u i ld in g  was the  
l ib ra ry , i t  was  the  aud i to r ium ,  
it was  the  c la s s ro o m s  a n d  all 
the  facu l ty  offices ,” Troxler  
sa id. “S tuden ts  r e fe r red  to 
it as the  college. When tha t  
b u i ld ing  b u rn ed ,  they  said 
the  college b u r n e d .”

When the  b u i ld ing  caught 
fire, the  bell p lu m m e te d  to 
the  g round ,  he said. As the  
f ire co n su m ed  the  bu i ld ing  
ind iv idua ls  th rew  cold water  
on the  bel l in  o rder  to save 
it.

“When you see the  bell,  
you can see w here  the  water  
hit it, and  it den ts  in  on one 
s ide and  you can tell t h a t ’s 
where it a lm os t  spl i t  it ha l f ,” 
sa id  Katie Nash, a rch iv is t  
and  specia l  col lec t ions  
lib ra r ian .

The March 30, 1923
edi t ion  of  the  Maroon and  
Gold, the  s tu d e n t  n ew sp a p e r  
at th a t  time,  r e p o r te d  on the  
inc ident .

“The old bell,  w hich  was 
called to work  and  play for 
so many g en e ra t io n s  of 
s tu d e n ts ,  was dug  f rom  the 
r u in s  last Thursday ,  and  its 
voice was hea rd  again ,"  the  
a r t ic le  read.  “The fam i l ia r  
sound  filled the  h e a r t s  of the 
s tu d e n ts  and  old m em ories  
and  it is ho p ed  tha t  the  bel l 
will be p re se rv e d .”

A meta l  u rges  f rom  North

C aro l ina  State Universi ty  
looked at the  r ipple  and  dent  
to d e te rm in e  th e  au then t ic i ty  
of the  bell th a t  is now 
d isp layed  in Alamance,  close 
to its o r ig ina l  locat ion.

The d isp lay  inc ludes  
the  h is to ry  of the  bell,  
a desc r ip t ion  of the  
a d m in i s t r a t io n  bui ld ing,  
the  s to ry  of the  rescue  of the  
bell  and  the  r e c o n s t ru c t io n  
of the  univers i ty .

Nash and  Troxler  wrote  
th e  p laques  and  coo rd ina ted  
w i th  Brad Moore, associa te  
d i r ec to r  of p lann ing ,  
des ign  and  c o n s t ru c t io n  
m anagem en t .

Moore se rved  as a l ia ison 
be tween  Nash and  Troxler, 
an d  the  des ign  f i rm  in order  
to effectively  d isplay  the 
h is to ry  of th e  bell.

“In a sense ,  the  bell tells 
the  s tory  of the  school ,” he 
sa id. “Unquest ionably ,  the  
f ire was the  m o s t  s ign if ican t  
event in  the  h is to ry  of 
the  school.  T h a t ’s how we 
come to have the  Phoenix  
m a sco t .”

The o ldes t  academic 
b u i ld in g s  on ca m pus
c u r re n t ly  s ign i fy  the
col lege’s r e c o n s t r u c t io n .  
A lam ance,  Carl ton,  Duke, 
Mooney and  Whitley rep laced  
the  a d m in i s t r a t i o n  bu i ld ing ,  
w hich  was once the  h e a r t  of 
the  college.

“In s tead  of b u i ld in g  one 
b u i ld in g  back,  they  bu i l t  
five,” Troxler  sa id .  “So f rom 
th a t  s tance  they  b u i l t  bigger  
and  b e t te r . ”

The inc lu s io n  of the  
c o n s t ru c t io n  of th e  five 
b u i ld in g s  h ig h l ig h ts  the  
college’s resi l ience,  so as 
not to leave viewers with  the 
s tory  of the f ire a nd  negative 
sen t im en t ,  Nash said.

Troxler p ra ised  the  mere  
exis tence of the  un ive rs i ty  
today.

“There  was a s tu d e n t  
body  and  faculty  who looked 
at the  r u i n s  of tha t  bu i ld ing  
and  saw the  l ib ra ry  gone, the  
c la s s ro o m s  gone, the  offices 
were gone,” he  sa id .  “And 
the  school con t inued .  It was  
a t r e m e n d o u s  leap of fa i th  
for a s tu d e n t  to see th a t  f ire 
b u r n  and  stay on c a m p u s . ” 

For Nash, the  bell  is 
sym bol ic  of  Elon's m asco t
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This summer, the bell that once hung in the Main Building of Elon College,
was placed on displayed on the main floor of Alamance. The bell survived wiith some damage the fire in 1923 that 
destroyed Elon’s first building.

and  ideals .
“It i n c o rp o ra t e s  our  

whole P hoen ix  id en t i ty  
and  m a sc o t  of  r i s in g  f rom  
th e  ashes ,"  Nash said. 
“It sy m b o l ize s  o u r  whole  
a d m in i s t r a t iv e  b u i ld in g  
b u r n e d  down,  b u t  look 
w here  we a re  today."

A l though  the  phys ica l  
ap p e a ra n c e  of th e  school  
h a s  a l te red ,  T roxler  sa id  
he  bel ieves the  values  
a re  s ti ll  e m b ed d e d  in the  
in s t i tu t io n .

“A concept  of  serv ice,  the  
im p o r ta n c e  of leade rsh ip  
in  ou r  c o m m u n i ty  and  
moral  and  e th ica l  values  
were im p o r t a n t  r e a so n s  
for th e  fou n d a t io n  of the  
school," he  sa id. “And they 
con t inue  to be  p a r t  of the  
schoo l’s m iss ion .”

Those on c a m p u s  are  
w i tne sses  to the  p rog re ss ion  
and  g row th  of the  
universi ty .

Even af te r  the  fire, Elon 
p re se rve s  its h is tory .  At the  
s choo l’s cen te n n ia l  in  1989 
the  s tu d e n t s  c rea ted  a t ime

Another historic bell 
on Elon’s campus:

The Graham College betl is located on the second floor of Belk 
Library. It was cast in 1853 and Is representative of state and national 
history.

It was one of the North Carolina railroad bells, so it is one of the 
few or only surviving bells that is known about, Graham College was 
the forerunner of Elon University and opened in 1872. Daniel A. Long 
and William S. Long acquired this bell to use at Graham College.

When William S. Long became the first president at Elon, the 
bell accompanied him. There is no evidence that the bell was ever 
used on campus.

Katie Nash, the Elon archivist and special collections librarian, 
commented on the rarity of the bell.

“If it was cast in 1853, then it sun/ived the Civil War,” she said. 
“Normally the metal tiell would have been melted down."

capsu le ,  loca ted  b e h in d  the  
seal in  Moseley.

This  new t im e  capsu le  
rep laced  the  old co rne r  s tone 
box, which  is now inc luded  
in  the  bell  display.

Alongside the  old m a in  
bell ,  A lam ance  h o u se s  the  
co rne r  s tone box, which 
se rved  as a t im e capsu le

f rom  1889 u n t i l  1989, and 
o r ig ina l  b r icks ,  b o t h  of 
w hich  were  a l so  r e s c u e d  
f rom  th e  fire.

“I t h i n k  i t ’s a w o n d e r fu l  
r e m i n d e r  of  o u r  p as t .  It 
was in  th e  o r ig in a l  b u i ld in g  
in 1889," Trox ler  sa id .  “It 
su rv ived  the  f i re  a n d  shows 
th e  ef fec ts  of  th e  f i r e . ”

Elon School of Law welcomes largest class to date
Caitlin O’Donnell
News Editor

On Monday, Aug. 23, the Elon University School of 
Law welcomed 132 new s tudents  represen t ing  the  class 
of 2013 to its campus in Greensboro — the largest  class 
the school has  had to date.

According to Sharon Gaskin, associate dean of 
adm iss ions  at the School of Law, th is  increase in 
s tuden ts  was because of higher  qual ity  in applications. 
And while the num ber  of appl ications nationwide 
increased by two percent , the School of Law saw an 
increase of 16 percent over last year ’s numbers .

“We have always received qual ity  applica tions ,” 
Gaskin said. “This year, Elon Law did exceptionally 
well with  receiving more applications.”

This could be because more people are becoming 
aware that Elon has a law school, Gaskin said. Others 
see that the job market is tight and are looking to 
cont inue with  school.

“1 th ink  that in  challenging economic times, people 
who have been out of work and  who thought they would 
have been reemployed al ready are looking for changes 
in the ir  career,” she said.

Gaskin said Elon’s campus is also a great place to 
s tudy law.

“I cannot  say tha t  people aren 't  jus t  drawn to this  
real ly exciting approach tha t  we’ve taken to s tudying 
the law,” she said.

According to the  mission s ta tement,  posted on 
the school’s website, Elon’s law school strives to 
complemeVit and  s t reng then  the univers i ty 's  existing

program s while also functioning as a dis tinct ive 
program, of legal education.

“(It) will develop exceptionally-educated, well- 
motivated, technologically-savvy, in ternationally  
aware and effective lawyer leaders from there  will be a 
cont inuing need,” the website said.

Gaskins said the adm iss ions  depar tm en t  is looking 
for applicants  with  a solid academic background and 
other  components  such as cumulative  GPAs and LSAT 
scores.

“We do a hol istic approach to reviewing the 
application," she said. “We find candidates  who we feel 
would also suppor t  the  Law School’s mission - two of 
our ha l lm arks  are leadership and  engaged learning.”

Gaskin said leadership roles could include anything 
from applicants '  underg radua te  campuses to their  
communit ies ,  churches or other  organizat ions.

“Similarly to the m ain  campus,  they also have to be 
engaged,” she said. “We look for who will be a good 
Elon law student.  This is a three-year  commitment , so 
we need to be  able to get along.”

All of the classes tha t  the school has  enrolled 
th u s  far have exhibi ted cer ta in  indicators  of success, 
Gaskin said. The incoming class is similar in the  sense 
tha t  it has  st rong service and leadership,  in a larger 
quant ity.

“All of the  classes that we have enrolled have 
been filled with  people with  a variety of ta lents and 
diversity,” Gaskin said. “What I th ink  is that  we’ll 
cont inue to a t tract appl icants  who will support Elon’s 
mission and  that it will be even more difficult to have 
to choose. But th is  is a great problem to have.”

BY THE NUMBERS

132 number of 
students in the class of 
2013

121 number of 
students in the class of 
2012

16 percent increase 
in the number of 
applications to the Elon 
School of Law

2 percent increase 
in the number of 
applications to Law 
Schools nationwide


