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Elon starts SoCon schedule against 
perennial power Georgia Southern
Jack Rodenfels
Senior Reporter

The f irst  s e a s o n  is  over, accord ing  
to fo o tb a l l  h ead  co a ch  Pete Lembo.

While th e  Elon U nivers i ty  footba l l  
team h a s  o n ly  p layed  th ree  gam es ,  
the tea m  is  g e t t in g  ready for what  
Lembo d e s c r ib e s  as the  “secon d  
s e a s o n ” — th e  b e g in n i n g  of  Southern  
C onference p lay  — w ith  a ti lt  aga in s t  
No. 24 Georgia  Sou th ern  Univers i ty  
at 6 p.m. S aturday in  Statesboro, Ga.

In Elon’s “h r s t  s e a s o n ,” or 
n o n c o n fe r e n c e  play, th e  P h oen ix  
f in ish e d  1-2. W hile  not  th e  s tart  the  
P h oen ix  w a n te d  to  c o m m e n c e  the  
year, L em bo is  q u ick  to  p o in t  out  
the level  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  th e  P h oen ix  
faced in  tw o  l o s s e s  to D uke  U niversi ty  
and th e  U niv ers i ty  o f  R ichm ond,  
respect ive ly ,  as w e l l  as a w in  a ga in s t  
Shaw University .

“The g o o d  n e w s  for our g u y s  is that  
th is  is  th e  to u g h e s t  n o n c o n fe r e n c e  
sc h ed u le  w e ’ve  ever  h a d ,” Lembo sa id,  
n otin g  g a m e s  a g a in s t  an Football  
Bowl S u b d iv i s io n  tea m  an d  a top-10  
m atchup a g a in s t  the  2 0 0 8  N ational  
C ham pion R ic h m o n d  Spiders .  “We’ll 
see  s o m e  rea l ly  g o o d  t e a m s  in  th e  
next few  w e e k s ,  and I th in k  our prior  
e xp e r ie n c e  ( th is  se a so n )  w i l l  h e lp .”

A h is to r ic  p o w e r  w ith  s ix  Football  
C h a m p io n sh ip  S u b d iv i s io n  n a t io n a l  
c h a m p io n sh ip s ,  Georgia  S ou th ern  
co m es  in to  S a tu r d a y ’s g a m e  lo o k in g  
for re ven g e  a g a in s t  a P h o e n ix  team  
that h a s  de fea ted  th e  Eagles  in  its 
three  prior c on tes ts .

L embo lo o k s  b a ck  to  th e  200 7  
Phoenix  t i l t  a g a in s t  th e  Eagles  as  a 
d ef in ing  m o m e n t  that  tu r n e d  Elon  
football  in to  a n a t io n a l  contender ,  
with an u n e x p e c t e d  36-33 d o u b le 
overtime u p se t  o f  th e  Eagles.

“Three or four y e a rs  ago, we were  
the spoilers  who w ere  sn e a k in g  up  
on team s and s h o c k in g  th e m ,” Lembo  
said. "Now w e ’re th e  o n es  w ith  a

b u l l s -ey e  on our back."
The c o m m e n c e m e n t  of  league  

play br in gs  parity  and an extra level  
of  c om p et i t io n  that Lembo said his  
team  is w ell  aware of.

“I th in k  our g u y s  u n d e rs ta n d  
w hen  con fe re n ce  play ro l ls  around,  
you have to be p lay ing  your best  
fo o tb a l l .”

While the  P h oen ix  has  f in ish e d  
sec o n d  in th e  SoCon for the  p rev ious  
two years, Lembo sa id  he is  co a ch in g  
h is  players to g ive  that  extra  p u sh  
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  sea so n ,  h o p in g  that  
it h e lp s  th e  P h o en ix  get  over the  
h u m p  and w in  it s  f irst-ever SoCon  
c h a m p io n sh ip  in  football .

“Coach sa id  that i t ’s al l about  
your  id en t i ty ,” sa id  ju n io r  l inebacker  
Joshua Jones . “We’re s t i l l  s t r iv ing  to 
b e the  b est  in  th e  c o n fer en ce  and I 
th in k  we can  b e .”

Ranked  No. 10 in  The Sporting  
N ew s poll ,  th e  P h o en ix  h as  three  
r e m a in in g  c o n te s t s  on its  sch ed u le  
a g a in s t  n a t io n a l ly  ran k ed  foo tb a l l  
t ea m s ,  s ta r t in g  w ith  th i s  w e e k e n d ’s 
m a tch u p  a g a in s t  Georgia  Southern,  
fo l low ed  by g a m e s  a g a in s t  No. 2 
A p p a la c h ia n  State U nivers i ty  and No. 
23 Furman Universi ty .

T h o se  th ree  m a tc h u p s  w i l l  prove  
p ivota l  in  sh a p in g  the  c o n feren ce  
o u t look ,  but Lembo n o ted  the  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  prep ar ing  for each  
t ea m  ind iv id u a l ly ,  rather th a n  
lo o k in g  a head  to  later in  th e  se a so n .

“When you  get  into  co n fer en c e  
play, th e  m e n ta l i ty  is that  ever  gam e  
is  a c h a m p io n s h ip  g a m e ,” Lembo  
sa id .  “The le a g u e  h a s  had in cr ed ib le  
p arity  in  th e  las t  few  years ,  and you  
have to  k n o w  that a lot  can  h a p p e n  
on any g iv e n  w e e k e n d .”

A s u c c e s s f u l  “s e c o n d  s e a s o n ” is  
w hat coach  Lembo sa id  he h o p e s  w il l  
g ive  the  P h oe n ix  m o m e n t u m  carry in g  
in to  a h o p e fu l  “th ird  s e a s o n ” as  
d esc r ib ed  by the  coach ,  a se co n d  
s tra ight  trip to th e  FCS playoffs .
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Sophomore wide receiver Aaron Mellette (left) set the Elon record for most receptions In a game 
Sept. 18 against Shaw University. Mellette had 18 catches for 195 yards and two touchdowns.

5 things to look for against Georgia Southern

1. Can the Phoenix offense establish its rush attack? Against Richmond, the Phoenix ran 
for just 73 yards, and 27 yards came on a run by sophomore punter John Reece for a fake 
punt. The team had gained 324 yards on the ground in its first two games.

2. What will Aaron Mellette do for an encore? With a Terrell Hudgins-esque performance 
(18 catches, 195 yards and two touchdowns), the sophomore wide receiver recorded the 
most catches in a single game in school history. So what will Mellette do against Georgia 
Southern University?

3. Can the Phoenix capture a road victory? Both Phoenix losses this season have come on 
the road, and this weekend the team travels to another hostile environment in Statesboro. 
The last time the team visited Georgia Southern, the Phoenix needed a last second field 
goal from Andrew Wilcox to beat the Eagles.

4. Will the Phoenix find discipline? After committing 15 penalties combined in its first two 
games, the Phoenix committed 11 penalties against the Spiders. What hurt more was that 
five of the penalties resulted in first downs for the University of Richmond.

5. How will the team begin its conference slate? With Georgia Southern, the Phoenix will 
have its first Southern Conference opponent of 2010. Last season, the team went 7-1 in 
the conference, and in the seven victories the team averaged a win differential of nearly 24 
points.

Sam Calvert
Sports Editor

For th e  sec o n d  year, the Elon University m en  s and women s cross  
country tea m s h osted  the  Elon Invitational, and for the second year, they

f in ish e d  near the  top. „ . .  .u  c  * i?
Both the  m en  and w om en  saw second-place  f in ishes  at the Sept.

meet, f in i sh in g  ju s t  beh in d  the UNC Greensboro teams.  T„cfin
The m en  fel l short  o f  first place by just  one point, led by 

Gianni and Matt Richardson, who fin ished third an ^  pjann,’
respectively.  Both runners  f in ish ed  with personal-bes  i
w i t h a t i m e o f  2 5 : 1 5  and R ic h a r d s o n  w i th  a t im e  of 2 5 :2 b .

Senior Emily Fournier held  the best  f in ish  on the women s team, wi 
a t im e of  18:24 for fourth place, to lead the Phoenix to 37 points  -  nine  
points  b eh in d  UNCG. Three other w om en fin ished in theJop 1 ■
A llyson  Oram in s ixth,  sophom ore Chrissy Pacewicz in eighth and

Catherine Rossi in  n inth.  7 in the I ouisvil le
The cross  country  team s will compete next  Oct. 2 in the Louisviiie

Classic and the  Hagan Stone Classic.

The men’s and women’s cross country teams both came in second 
annual Elon Invitational Sept. 18, hosted by the Phoenix teams and
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out of five teams in their second 
held on the Phoenix Trails.


