
THE PENDULUM NEW S WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22. 2 01 0  / /  PAGE 3

Hit-and-run driver cliarged witli felony
Anna Johnson
Managing Editor

The Elon w o m an  a r r e s te d  
for h i t t in g  an d  leaving an  Elon 
U nivers i ty  s tu d e n t  Sept. 15 was 
a lso  fo u n d  g u i l ty  on four  c o u n ts  of 
m i s d e m e a n o r  d e a th  by m o to r  vehicle  
in 2008.

Robin  S tan f ie ld  Ragsdale,  of 500 
Jam es  Toney Drive, was a r r e s t e d  and  
c h a rg ed  w i th  a felony h i t -a n d - ru n  
Sept. 16.

Ragsdale  a l legedly  h it  f i rs t -year  
s tu d e n t  Toorialey  Fazly as he rode  
h is  bicycle  to  h is  8 a.m. class .  Fazly 
s u s t a in e d  in ju ry  to  h is  s econd  and  
th i r d  ce rv ica l  v e r te b ra e  an d  has  a 
leg f ra c tu r e ,  sa id  Elon Police Chief  
LaVell Lovette.

Elon Police Lt. Jam es  P erry  sa id  a 
w i tn e ss  in f o rm e d  police th a t  a b lack 
w o m an  in  a b lack  s e d a n  s to p p e d  at 
th e  scene,  got ou t  an d  looked at the  
v ic t im  befo re  g e t t in g  in  he r  car  and  
leaving on W il l iam son Avenue.

Lovette sa id  Fazly was a i r l i f ted  to 
D uke Medical Center.

Accord ing  to  an  Elon Police 
D e p a r tm e n t  p re s s  re lease ,  Ragsdale  
f led  th e  scene  b ecause  she 
pan icked .

Two e-mails  w ere  sen t  f rom  
Sm ith  Jackson ,  vice p re s id e n t  for 
s tu d e n t  life, abou t  the  acc iden t  and  
Fazly 's cond i t ion .  In an  e-mail  sen t  
T h u rs d a y  m orn ing ,  sh o r t ly  be fo re  8 
a.m., J ackson  w ro te  th a t  Elon s ta f f  
m e m b e r s  a re  w ith  Fazly and  “h is  
con d i t io n  is s tab le  a n d  he is in  very

good  sp i r i t s . ”
A ccord ing  to th e  e-mail ,  Fazly is 

ex p e c ted  to be re le ase d  and  able to 
r e t u r n  to c lasses  th i s  week w ear ing  
a neck brace.

Ragsdale  — u n d e r  the  nam e  Robin 
Michelle S tanf ie ld  — was found  
gu i l ty  in  a July  2007 acciden t  th a t  left 
four  peop le  dead.  P ed e s t r i a n s  were 
a t te n d in g  to  a b ro k en -d o w n  car  on 
U niversi ty  Drive n ea r  East Haggard  
Avenue w hen  Ragsdale 's  car  ran  off  
th e  road  an d  h it  the  s to p p e d  car.

Michael King, 43, of Swepsonvil le,  
and  Mildred Isley, 57, F reddie  Coulter , 
55, and  h is  wife S and ra  Coulter , 51, 
all of G raham ,  were  k i l led  in the  
accident.

Larry  Isley Jr., of G raham ,  was the  
only survivor.

S tuden ts  can  d ro p  off  ca rd s  for 
Fazly at the  Moseley Desk or the  
Office of S tuden t  D evelopment 
(Moseley 206), an d  v is i to rs  can 
con tac t  th e  Isabe lla  C a n n o n  Centre  
in  Carl ton  for v is i t ing  hou rs .

Elon Police r e p o r t s  show th e re  have 
b ee n  five b icycle-re la ted  acc iden ts  
in  the  p as t  tw o years ,  in c lu d in g  the  
April 2009 accident  th a t  r e su l t e d  
in  the  dea th  of  c h e m is t ry  p ro fesso r  
Eugene Gooch.

In the  Town of Elon’s 2008 Bicycle, 
P ed es t r i an  and  Lighting  Master  
Plan th e re  have b ee n  a to ta l  of two 
bicycle  acc iden ts  f rom  2001 to 2006. 
R e co m m en d a t io n s  in  th e  p lan  call 
for im p ro v e m e n ts  along W il l iam son 
Avenue, St. Marks C h u rch  Road and  
H aggard  Avenue.

Town of Elon rezones land as university plans upperclassmen housing
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The university-owned property along Williamson Avenue, across from the fire department and 
called Firehouse Fields, was recently rezoned for student housing.
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Elon University is one step closer 
to bu i ld ing  the on-campus residence 
area for u pperc lassm en  know n as the 
senior village.

The Elon Board of Aldermen 
approved the rezoning  of land along 
Williamson Avenue across  f rom the 
Elon Fire Departm ent ,  also known as 
the f i rehouse  fields, at the  regularly 
scheduled  meet ing  Sept. 14. The 
request  to rezone the  p roper ty  as a 
public in s t i tu t ional  p la nn ing  dis trict  
came at the  urg ing  of the universi ty,  
which owns the  property .

The Will iamson Avenue p roper ty  
is the  in tended  location for the  senior 
village and  when buil t will add 
approximately 320 beds  to campus.

University officials are still 
working on the  f inances of the  project, 
said Gerald Whitt ington,  senior  vice 
president for bus iness ,  f inance and 
technology. After the  finances are  in 
order, a rch i tec tu ra l  drav\ungs will be 
tom ple ted  and  bids for the  project can 
begin.

“There is a window to when you can 
s ta r t  som eth ing  and  have it opened by 
the  s ta r t  of school,” Whitt ington said. 
“If you miss it, you have to wait for the  
next year.”

For cons t ruc t ion  to begin  fall 2011 
would be unlikely, he said, but  fall 
2012 seemed more probable.

None of the  presen t  a lde rm en  voted 
against  the  project.

“I th in k  tha t  is good use of that  
property ,  and  1 am very anxious  to 
see how tha t  develops out there ,” Elon

Mayor Jerry Tolley said.
When the  p roper ty  was zoned under  

a town center p lann ing  dis trict,  it was 
more ideal for a reta il  se tt ing, Elon 
Town Manager Mike Dula said.

“W'hatever (the universi ty) wants  
to build will go th ro u g h  a long and 
detailed process," Dula said. “We’ve 
changed  the zoning. We d id n ’t approve 
any th ing  yet."

The senior village m irro rs  a 
s im ila r  project in Wofford College. 
Elon University adm in is t ra t ion  met 
with Wofford College officials to tour 
the  senior  village and  to d iscuss  the 
various benefits  and d isadvantages of 
the  village.

“It has  been a great  th ing  for 
our  s tuden ts ,” said Robert  Keasler, 
Wofford College’s vice president  of 
opera tions and  f inances.  “It's a concept 
of p romoting  in terac t ion  of build ings 
and outdoor space and promoting 
in terac tion between s tuden ts  and 
faculty. (The senior  village) was a 
n a tu ra l  extension.”

Xhe idea for the  village, Keasler 
said, was to  b r jng  the  senior  class 
back together  before g radua t ing  and  to 
prom ote  neighborhood  interactions.

“We w anted th e m  to have big living 
spaces,  living rooms,  d in ing  rooms, 
porches,” Keasler said. “We provide 
rocking cha irs  and  gril ls  and  all sorts  
of th ings.  We wanted to have the 
feel of a neighborhood.  We wanted 
a t rans i t ion  between college life and 
do rm s  to a feeling of home and a 
neighborhood.”

The village at Wofford College 
was buil t  in  a series of phases  and is 
located on campus.  The location for

Elon’s senior  village is su r rounded  
most ly  by residential homes.  Keasler 
said Wofford s tuden ts  d idn ' t  feel an 
economic impact from the senior 
village, and the  village costs  about the 
same as tradi t ional  residence halls.

In other  Elon Board of Aldermen 
business:

The board  also agreed to give Elon 
University's Campus Safety and Police

ju r isd ic t ion  over the  new ra il road 
underpass .N orm al  ju r isd ic t ion
would go to the Town of Elon Police 
Department .

The board  also  approved the 
following individuals  to the  Town of 
Elon Planning Board: Clark Bennett, 
Bob Harris and Mark Podolle as 
m em bers  and Ralph Harwood as an 
al te rnate  member.

Town Table employees see lag in tips as students pay with meal dollars
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Katelyn Barbiasz serves customers at Town Table. After the restaurant worked in order to take 
meal dollars, waiters are seeing fewer tips because the plan doesn’t allow students to add tips.
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When Town Table f i rs t  opened  
last  sem es te r ,  ow ner  C hr is  Russell  
w orked w ith  ARAMARK in  o rder  to 
accept m eal  do l la r s ,  a p a r t  of Elon 
U nivers i ty 's  m eal  p la n  th a t  doesn ' t  
a l low p ay ing  t ips .  But since then ,  
m a n y  Town Table em ployees  are

m a k in g  less m oney b ecause  s tu d e n ts  
a re n ' t  tipping.

A ccord ing  to m a n a g e r  Mark 
Bayliff, while m a n a g e m e n t  and  
em ployees  were hap p y  to be tak ing  
meal do l la r s  b ecause  it b r in g s  in 
e x t ra  bus iness ,  s tu d e n t s  who come 
in  a re n ' t  r e a l iz in g  they  c a n ’t t ip  with  
the  plan.

“We were g rac ious ly  a l lowed to

have m eal d o l l a r s ,” Bayliff said. 
“And i t ’s always been  ARAMARK’s 
policy th a t  you can pay for food but 
you can ' t  pay for services  w ith  meal 
d o l l a r s .”

Je ff  Gazda,  reg ional  d is t r i c t  
m a n a g e r  for ARAMARK at Elon, 
sa id  the  policy on t ips  has  always 
b een  they  are  not accepted  on  meal 
dollars .  He said  he d o e s n ’t recall  
anyone  from Town Table com ing  to 
ta lk  to h im  about  the  t ipp ing  issue  at 
the  re s ta u ra n t .

Bayliff sa id  Town Table is work ing  
w i th in  ARAMARK’s ru le s  for meal 
dollars .

“We work han d - in -h an d  w ith  
them ,  and  we’re op e ra t in g  u n d e r  
the i r  g u id e l in e s ,” he said.

Part of the  problem ,  accord ing  
to Laura  Ingalls ,  a se rver  at Town 
Table, is tha t  s tu d e n t s  a s soc ia te  meal 
do l la rs  w ith  ea t ing  loca t ions  w here  
they w ou ldn ' t  u su a l ly  tip.

“I t ’s not  rea l iz ed  th a t  th i s  is not  
j u s t  a ca fe te r ia ,” Ingalls  said. “I 
h igh ly  d oub t  tha t  s tu d e n t s  would  
go in to  any o th e r  r e s t a u r a n t  in  town 
and  ju s t  not  t ip .”

She sa id  m eal  do l la rs  is a grea t  
bene f i t  to the  r e s ta u r a n t ,  though ,  
because  it al lows s tu d e n t s  an  ex t ra  
way to pay, b r in g in g  th e m  m ore  
b u s in e s s  f rom  Elon s tu d e n ts .

Bayliff sa id  while  he 's  no t iced  the  
use  of m eal do l la r s  has  h u r t  the  t ip s  
for the  employees,  he h a s n ’t seen

anyone  get less t h a n  m in im u m  wage. 
According to H arvard -a f f i l ia ted  
PayWizard.org,  r e s t a u r a n t s  have to 
pay em ployees to  cover a m in im u m  
wage of $7.25 per  h o u r  if  they  a r e n ’t 
receiving th a t  m uch  in  tips.

He sa id  the  rec ep t io n  to the  
r e s t a u r a n t ’s o p en in g  has  been  good 
from the s u r r o u n d i n g  com m unity ,  
and  b ecause  of th a t  Town Table has  
done well s ince it open e d  in  April.

But w hen  s tu d e n t s  come in  w ith  
meal do l la rs  as th e i r  only m e th o d  of 
paym ent ,  he sa id  they  d o n ’t have any 
way to tip th e  waiters .

“You p u t  you r  bes t  foot forw ard ,  
t rea t  th e m  like th e y ’re at hom e ,” he 
sa id .  “I t ’s ju s t  f r u s t r a t i n g . ”

Servers  Nickie Bate and  Jo rd an  
McDonough, s e n io rs  at Elon, and  
Tom G aboriault ,  a g rad u a te  s tu d e n t ,  
sa id  they  have no t iced  a d ro p  in  the  
a m o u n t  of t ips  they  receive because  
of m eal do llars .

“I would  say 90 p e rc en t  d o n ’t tip," 
Bate said.

For Bayliff, th e  issue  is p a r t  of 
a b igger  one in  th a t  people  a re n ' t  
educa ted  a bou t  t ipping.

“I t ’s an  educa t ion  p rocess  — 
t ip p in g  is c u s to m a r i ly  15 p e rc e n t , ” 
Bayliff sa id.  “Some people  j u s t  d o n ’t 
know, they  d o n ’t u n d e r s t a n d  t ipp ing .  
More t im es  t h a n  not,  k ids  a re  com ing  
in  to pay w i th  m ea l  do l la r s  and  
b ec a u s e  th e y ’re no t  a l lowed to leave 
a tip,  th e y 'r e  j u s t  not  t ip p in g  at a l l .”


