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School of Law meets l̂on plans to get more
goals for bar exam with students involved In 
80 percent pass rate E|on Academy
Liv Dubendorf
Senior Reporter

A fte r  r e c e i v i n g  a n  8 0  p e r c e n t  
p a s s a g e  rate  for t h i s  y e a r ’s N or th  
C a r o l in a  Bar E xam , c o m p a r e d  to 
th e  s t a t e  a v e ra g e  o f  73 p e r ce n t ,  
Elon U n iv e r s i t y ' s  S c h o o l  o f  Law 
a n n o u n c e d  n e w  p r io r i t i e s  for the
2010-2011  a c a d e m ic  year.

G iven  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  t h i s  y e a r ’s 
c la s s ,  t h e  S c h o o l  o f  Law h a s  a n u m b e r  
o f  g o a l s  for  the  c o m in g  a c a d e m ic  
year,  w h ic h  i n c lu d e s  in c r e a s e s
in  s c h o l a r s h i p  and  m in o r i t y
r e p r e s e n t a t io n .

A s  in d ic a t e d  in  th e  p lan ,  the  
S c h o o l  o f  Law w o u ld  l ik e  to  a c h ie v e  
fu l l  a pp ro v a l  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  Bar 
A s s o c ia t i o n ,  to h a v e  at lea s t  an  8 0  
p e r c e n t  p a s s a g e  rate  for th e  bar  
e x a m  a n d  a c ce p t  4 0 0  s t u d e n t s  for
2 011 -2 0 1 2  w i t h  a m e d i a n  LSAT score  
o f  156 a n d  a m e d i a n  GPA o f  3 .25.

“We h o p e  th e  law s c h o o l ’s 
i n n o v a t i v e  a p p r o a c h e s  to lega l
e d u c a t io n  b e c o m e  m o d e l s  for o ther  
law s c h o o l s  a c r o s s  th e  c o u n tr y ,” 
sa id  Phi l ip  Craft,  d ir ec to r  o f  
c o m m u n i c a t io n s  for the  School  
o f  Law. “In a d d i t io n  to a r ig o r o u s  
pro g ra m  o f  s tudy ,  Elon Law s t u d e n t s  
get pract ica l  e x p e r i e n c e  in  the  
p r o f e s s io n  from  the  m o m e n t  th e y  
enter  law sc h o o l ,  in c lu d i n g  g u id a n c e  
from  m ore  th a n  50 a t to r n e y s  in  the  
r e g io n .”

In a d d i t io n ,  th e  S c h o o l  o f  Law 
w o u ld  l ike  to en r o l l  12 p e r c e n t  to  
15 pe r ce n t  m in o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  for th e  
a c a d e m ic  year  o f  2011-2012  a nd  ra ise  
S 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  for s c h o l a r s h ip  f u n d s .

“T he o v era l l  bar  p a s s a g e  rate  
for m e m b e r s  of th e  C la ss  o f  2 0 0 9 ,  
i n c lu d in g  all  e x a m s  ta k e n  i n  se v e ra l  
s ta te s  s in c e  July 2 0 0 9 ,  is  9 7  p e r c e n t ,” 
Craft sa id .

“Many o f  the  s t r e n g t h s  o f  the  
Schoo l  o f  Law d er iv e  fro m  the  
u n i v e r s i t y ’s v a lu e s  and  v i s io n  for  
h ig h e r  e d u c a t io n ,  in c lu d i n g  E lo n’s 
n a t io n a l ly  r e c o g n i z e d  e m p h a s i s  
o n  e n g a g e d  l e a r n in g  a n d  i t s  f o c u s  
o n  le a d e r s h ip  d e v e lo p m e n t  i n  the  
s e r v ic e  o f  o t h e r s ,” Craft  sa id .  “T he  
s u c c e s s e s  o f  Elon Law are par t  o f  
th e  u n iv e r s i t y ' s  l e g a c y  o f  a c a d e m ic  
e x c e l l e n c e  and  i n n o v a t i o n  in  h ig h e r  
e d u c a t io n .”

T he rate o f  8 0  p e r c e n t  c o m p a r e s  to 
t h e  rate o f  73  p e r c e n t  for th e  e n t ire  
state .  Overal l ,  1 ,0 4 6  p e o p le  to o k  the  
s t a t e ’s bar  e x a m  a d m i n i s t e r e d  in  
July.

E ig h te en  g r a d u a te s  t o o k  the  
e x a m  o u t s id e  N orth  C arol ina ,  
s i t t i n g  for the  e x a m  t h i s  s u m m e r  in  
G eorg ia ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  N e w  York,  
P e n n s y lv a n ia ,  V ir g in ia  a nd  West  
V irg in ia .

In o rder  to  h e lp  s t u d e n t s  p repa re

BY THE NUMBERS

80% of School 
of Law graduates 
passed the bar exam 
in North Carolina

73% state average 
of law graduates who 
pass the bar exam

67% of people 
passed the North 
Carolina Bar Exam in 
2009

400 the amount of 
students the School 
of Law hopes to en- 

I roll for 2011-2012

1,046 the amount 
of people who took 
the bar exam in the 
state

or t h e  e x a m  a n d  in  h o p e s  to  a l l e v ia t e  
f in a n c i a l  c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  
c re a ted  a p r o g r a m  c a l l e d  Projec t  P a ss  
la s t  s u m m e r  for r e c e n t  g r a d u a t e s  o f  
t h e  S c h o o l  o f  Law.

P roject  P ass  p r o v i d e d  g r a d u a t e s  
w it h  c o s t - f r e e  r o o m  a n d  b o a r d  on  Elon  
U n iv e r s i t y ’s m a i n  c a m p u s  d u r i n g  th e  
m o n t h s  b e t w e e n  g r a d u a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
b ar  e x a m .  A lo n g  w i t h  lo d g i n g ,  th e  
p r o g r a m  i n c lu d e d  a m e a l  p l a n  a n d  
a c c e s s  to c a m p u s  f a c i l i t i e s ,  s u c h  
as  B e lk  Library a n d  K o ury  A t h le t i c  
Center.

In a d d i t i o n  to  P rojec t  P a ss ,  th e  
S c h o o l  o f  Law o f f e r s  th i r d -y e a r  
s t u d e n t s  p r e p a r a t io n  c o u r s e s  for th e  
bar  e x a m .

“Elon law  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s  a n d  
m e n t o r s  are a v a i la b le  to  t h e  g r a d u a t e s  
d u r in g  th e  s u m m e r ,  a i d i n g  t h e m  in  
l e a r n i n g  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  m a te r ia l  
a n d  h a n d l i n g  t h e  s t r e s s  o f  t a k i n g  th e  
bar  e x a m , ” Craft  sa id .

C o m m e r c ia l  bar  r e v ie w  c o u r s e s  
w e r e  a l s o  a v a i la b le  for g r a d u a te s .  
Elon U n iv e r s i ty  S c h o o l  o f  Law o f f e r e d  
l o a n s  to co v er  th e  c o s t  o f  t h e s e  
c o u r s e s .

"WE’RE VERY 
ALL OF OUR 
STUDENTS 
ATTENDING A

Becca Tynes
Senior Reporter

Elon U n iv e r s i ty  p la n s  to  e x p a n d  the  
Elon Academ y,  a c o l l e g e  prepa ra to ry  
p r o g r a m  f o c u s e d  o n  h e lp in g  A la m a n c e  
C o u nty  h ig h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  g a m  
a c c e s s  to  h ig h er  ed u c a t io n ,  by  t r y in g  
to get  m o re  s t u d e n t s  in t e r e s t e d  in  
p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  the  p rogram .

A l t h o u g h  the  a c a d e m y  i s n  t 
in c r e a s in g  c la s s  s i z e  n u m b e r s ,  o th e r  
s t u d e n t s  in  th e  A l a m a n c e  C o u n ty  
c o m m u n i t y  are able  to  take  a d v a n ta g e  
o f  w h a t  th e  p r o g r a m  h a s  to offer.

“We r e c e iv e d  a sm a l l  g ra nt  and  
a sk ed  e a c h  o f  our  s t u d e n t s  to  b r in g  a 
f r iend  to o n e  o f  th e  w e e k l y  S atu rd ay  
m e e t i n g s  that  f o c u s e d  on the  c o l l e g e  
a p p l ic a t io n  p r o c e s s , ” Long sa id .  “In 
that  way,  w e ’ve g o n e  b e y o n d  the  
a c a d e m y  a n d  r e a c h e d  out  to o th e r  
s t u d e n t s  in  the  s y s t e m . ”

A c c o rd in g  to  Long, o th e r  
u n iv e r s i t i e s  are  b e c o m i n g  aw are  o f  

th e  Elon Academ y.
“U n iv e r s i t ie s  are  

s e n d i n g  a d m i s s i o n s  
d ir e c to r s  fro m  
s c h o o l s  s u c h  as  
J o h n s o n  C. Sm ith  
U n iv e r s i ty  a nd  
A p p a la c h ia n  State  
U n iv e r s i ty  to  r ecru i t  
o u r  s t u d e n t s , ” Long  
sa id .

T w e n  t y  - t w  o 
s t u d e n t s  m a d e  
u p  th e  p r o g r a m ’s 
f i r s t  c la s s  th a t  
g r a d u a te d  t h i s  p a s t  
s p r in g .  T w e n ty  of  
t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  n o w  a t t e n d  fo u r -y e a r  
c o l l e g e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  a t t e n d  
t w o -y e a r  c o l l e g e s .

“We're v e r y  h a p p y  th a t  al l  o f  o u r  
g r a d u a te d  s t u d e n t s  a re  n o w  a t t e n d i n g  
a c o l l e g e  or u n i v e r s i t y , ” D e b o r a h  
Long,  d ir e c t o r  o f  t h e  E lon  A c a d e m y  
p r o g r a m ,  sa id .  “T h e  p r o g r a m  is  
p r o v in g  to  b e  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l . ”

S ix  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  th e  g r a d u a t in g  
c la s s  n o w  a t te n d  Elon.  E lon  f r e s h m a n  
a n d  Elon A c a d e m y  g r a d u a te  J e ss ic a  
Eller sa id  t h e  a c a d e m y  h e l p e d  her  
i n  c o u n t l e s s  w a y s .  N ot  o n ly  d id  sh e  
g a in  s t u d y  s k i l l s  f r o m  a t t e n d i n g  th e  
a c a d e m y ,  b u t  s h e  s a id  sh e  a l s o  g a in e d  
a f e e l  for th e  Elon c a m p u s .

“B e c a u se  I’m  a f i r s t -g e n e r a t io n  
c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t ,  th e  a c a d e m y  g ave  
m e  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  c o n n e c t i o n s  th a t  1 
w o u l d n ’t h a v e  h a d  o t h e r w i s e , ” Eller  
said .

T he p r o g r a m  is  m a d e  up  o f  four  
p h a s e s .  The  f i r s t  p h a se ,  t i t le d  
“The  Elon A c a d e m y  C ollege  A c c e s s  
P ro g r a m ,” w a s  c o m p l e t e d  las t  year.  
The p h a s e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  th r e e  f o u r -w e e k

HAPPY THAT 
GRADUATED 

ARE NOW 
COLLEGE OR

r e s id e n t ia l  a n d  a c a d e m i c  experiences 
at E lon d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r s  prior to 
h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s '  sophomore 
j u n io r  a n d  s e n i o r  y e a r s  of hieh 
s c h o o l .

T he  s e c o n d  p h a s e ,  t i t led  “The 
Elon A c a d e m y  T r a n s i t i o n s  to College 
P r o g r a m ,” b e g a n  t h i s  su m m er .

“D u r i n g  p h a s e  tw o ,  w e  offered our 
g r a d u a t e d  s e n i o r s  t h e  opportunity 
to  t a k e  ENG 1 1 0 ,” L ong  sa id .  “Eleven 
s t u d e n t s  t o o k  a d v a n t a g e  of the 
o p p o r t u n i t y ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  to d e v e l o p  
i m p o r t a n t  w r i t i n g  s k i l l s  and obtain 
fo u r  c o l l e g e  c re d i t s ."

“T h e  E lo n  A c a d e m y  C ollege  S u c c e s s  
P r o g r a m , ” or t h e  t h i r d  phase ,  b e g a n  
t h i s  fa l l .  A c c o r d i n g  to  Long, D a r r i s  
M ea n s ,  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  d irec tor  of the 
E lon  A c a d e m y  p r o g r a m ,  p la n s  to visit 
e a c h  g r a d u a t e d  s t u d e n t  three  times 
d u r i n g  t h e  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  at his or her 
c o l l e g e  or  u n i v e r s i t y .

T h e  f i n a l  p h a s e  o f  the  program, 
t i t l e d  “T h e  E lo n  A c a d e m y  Alumni 
P r o g r a m , ” w i l l  b e g i n  in  the  fall of 

2011.
“At that point, 

w e  w il l  have 
t w o  cohorts 
o f  students  in 
c o l l e g e ,” Long 
sa id .  “This is 
t h e  beginning 
o f  what we 
h o p e  w i l l  be a 
p e e r  mentoring 
p r o g r a m .  Wt 
h o p e  the
s t u d e n t s  at each 
u n iv e r s i ty  will 
form a jiefwork 

o f  s u p p o r t  w i t h  o n e  another.”
A c c o r d in g  to  Long, although the 

p r o g r a m  i t s e l f  i s  expanditYg, th e ie  S.%. 
n o  p l a n  to  e n r o l l  m o r e  students.

“E x p a n d i n g  t h e  academy would 
r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  s t a f f  and additional 
f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s , ” Long said. “Last 
year ,  w e  t o o k  2 9  s t u d e n t s  and it was 
r e a l ly  j u s t  t o o  m a n y .  For right now, 
w e ’re c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  26 students 

p e r  c l a s s . ”
A l t h o u g h  t h e  f i r s t  graduated class 

i s  o f f  at c o l l e g e ,  t h e r e  are plans to 
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h e m  i n t o  the  lives of 
c u r r e n t  a c a d e m y  s t u d e n t s .

“W e’ll  b e  a s k i n g  our  college 
s t u d e n t s  to  c o m e  b a c k  and tell the 
y o u n g e r  s t u d e n t s  a b o u t  challenges 
t h e y  h a v e  f a c e d , ” L o n g  sa id .  “We also 
h o p e  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  g iv e  u s  feedback 
o n  h o w  w e  c a n  b e t t e r  prepare them 

for c o l l e g e . ”
W ith  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  p h a s e s  of the 

p r o g r a m  c o m p l e t e  a n d  the third 
p h a s e  w e l l  u n d e r  w ay ,  th e  programs 
d i r e c t o r s  a re  b e g i n n i n g  preparations 

for t h e  n e w e s t  i n c o m i n g  class .

PROGRAM  
BE VERY

UNIVERSITY. THE 
IS PROVING TO 
SUCCESSFUL.”

-DEBORAH LONG 
DIRECTOR OF THE ELON 

ACADEMY PROGRAM

Economy professor loses 2010 primary for U.S. 
Congress, plans for campaign In 2012 election
Rachel Southmayd
Senior Reporter

New Elon U n iv ers i ty  a djunct  p r o fe sso r  of  
e c o n o m ic s  Frank R o che  r e c e n t ly  ran for U.S. C o n g ress

in  th e  fo u r th  d is tr ic t  
o f  N orth  Carol ina.  The  
d is tr ic t  in c lu d e s  the  
a rea s  o f  D u rh a m  and  
Ch apel  Hill ,  a n d  is  
adjacent  to A la m a n c e  
County,  w h er e  Elon is  
located .

The New York T im e s  
rep orted  that Roche  
rec e iv e d  41 percent  
o f  th e  v o te  in  the  
R epu bl ica n  prim ary,  
c o m p a r e d  to w in n e r  
W ill ia m  L a w so n ’s 46  
p ercen t .  A l t h o u g h  
R o c h e  los t ,  he  p la n s  to

Frank Roche
Adjunct Professor of 
Economics

“THE MAIN 
GOVERNMENT 
ITS MEANS .. 
AGGRESSIVE

r e s u m e  c a m p a ig n  e f fo r ts  for 2012 after  the  m id te rm  
e le c t io n s  in  November.

“My e c o n o m ic  e x p e r t i s e  is  what m a d e  m e  su c c e e d  
the  w ay  I d id ,” Roche said.

Before te a ch in g  at Elon, Roche sp en t  15 y e a rs  in  
the  b a n k in g  in d u s tr y  in  New York 
City, sp e c i a l i z in g  in  currency  
tra in in g .  He sa id  h i s  career m a d e  
h i m  very  fa m il ia r  w i th  public  
policy .  He m o v e d  to North  Carolina  
th r e e  y ea rs  ago.

Roche sa id  he  w a s  in sp ire d  to 
r u n  by  the  O bam a a d m in is tr a t io n  
a nd  d e c i s io n s  b e in g  m a d e  by “the  
l e f t .”

“T he m a in  i s s u e s  were  
g o v e r n m e n t  l iv in g  above  its  
m e a n s , ” Roche said.

He sa id  h i s  m a i n  fo c u s  w h i le  c a m p a ig n in g  w a s  
o n  e c o n o m ic s .

c a m p a ig n  ra ised  
$ 1 2 5 ,0 0 0 ,  a n d  he  ha d  4 2 0  vo lun teers ,  in c lu d in g

s t u d e n t s  at s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  t h e  f o u r t h  district  such 
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  N o r th  C a r o l in a ,  D u k e  Universityas    ,

and N or th  C a ro l in a  C entra l  U n iv e r s i t y  
“We h a d  a r e a l ly  g r ea t  s u p p o r t  

q u e s t io n ,” he  sa id .

group, no

next

ISSUES 
LIVING 

. I’LL BE 
ON THE

WERE
ABOVE
MORE
SAME

R o c h e  s a i d  in  his  
c a m p a i g n  p u s h ,  he  and 
s t a f f  w i l l  a v o id  the  politic 
t h e y  g o t  c a u g h t  up  in during 
t h i s  race  b u t  w i l l  s t ick  to ni

ISSUES THAN I WAS THIS TIME
-FRANK ROCHE 

ADJUNCT PROFESSOR OF 

ECONOMICS

t h i s  race  
p la t fo r m .

“I’l l  b e  m o r e  aggressive  on 
t h e  s a m e  i s s u e s  th a n  1 wa 

t h i s  t i m e , ” h e  sa id .  .
R o c h e  s a i d  h e  th inks i 

cr i t i ca l  th a t  y o u n g  
in  t h e  U n i t e d  States  take 
t i m e  to  v o te ,  s i n c e  the de ■ 

the  n a t io n  is  c u r re n t ly  i n c u r r i n g  w i l l  b e  “laid in t 
laps  o f  th e  y o u t h .”

Their  fu tu r e  i s  in  j e o p a r d y ,” h e  s a id .  “They ha'' 
a voice ,  a nd  th e y  s h o u l d  u s e  it .”


