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Chemistry professor serves as 
president of national organization
Caitlin O'Donnell
News Editor

Eugene Grimley, p rofessor of chem is try  at Elon 
University, was recently  selected as presiden t of 
Phi Lam bda Upsilon, a national chem is try  honor 
society.

“The p u rp o se  of the  organ ization  is to promote 
scho larsh ip  for u nderg radua te  and graduate  
s tu d e n ts  m ajoring in  chem is try  or the chemical 
sciences,” Grimley said.

The o rgan iza tion  is com prised  of 73 chapters  with 
s tuden t and  faculty m em bers  at m ajor universities 
across  the  nation.

When a chapter  is form ed at an  individual 
university , it m ust  create a cons titu tion  and  bylaws 
in  line w ith  those  of the national o rganization .

“This is th e ir  opera ting  procedure , how they 
conduct elections and m ake decisions,” Grimley 
said. “It m u s t  be consis ten t w ith the  overall 
o rgan iza t ion .”

Elon’s chap te r  was form ed last sp ring  w ith  a 
ch a r te r  class of 21 m em bers , 16 of which were 
s tu d e n ts  and  five faculty, inc lud ing  Grimley and  Joel 
Karty, associa te  professor  of chem is try  and  faculty 
adviser for the  chapter.

With 11 cu r ren t  m em bers , the  g roup  is in the 
process  of p lann ing  its f irs t m eeting  of the year.

“On cam pus, the  (chapter) can help w ith  
adm iss ions  and  to u rs  of the  science bu ild ing  for 
people who are  in te res ted  in  science,” he said. 
“Com m unications is a whole lot be t te r  peer-to-peer 
th a n  faculty-to-peer.”

As p res iden t of the  na tiona l organization , Grimley 
said he h as  inpu t as an  overseer, bu t can ’t vote in 
elections, w hich are rese rved  for s tu d e n t m em bers.
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Eugene Grimley, professor of chemistry, began a four-year term  
as president of Phi Lambda Upsilon July 1.

“Each of the 73 chapters  can send  one delegate 
to the  national congress held in  conjunction with 
the  national A m erican Chemical Society meetings," 
he said. “At the  congress, m ost people haven’t 
partic ipa ted  in  the  political process. We deal w ith 
real issues, such as the allocation of the  budget, and 
i t ’s all student-voted."

Grimley, who as p resident will lead the Congress, 
said i t ’s a great o p p o rtun ity  for people in terested  
in  s im ila r  fields of s tudy  to meet, encourage one 
an o ther  and  see what the ir  peers  are doing.

“You learn  how the  o rganization  works, and  it 
gives you a professional feeling," he said. “It’s super 
g rea t for Elon s tu d e n ts  or any s tuden t.”

The organ ization  also gives an  annua l Fresenius 
aw ard of $5,000 to a professor  to pu t tow ard his  or 
her research .

The w inner  is also recognized  at national 
m eetings of the  A m erican Chemical Society.

“As president, I’m  now charged w ith  m aking  su re  
the com m ittee  m eets and  selects an  o u ts tand ing  
young sc ien tist for the award," Grimley said.

D uring the  four-year te rm  tha t Grimley will 
serve as president, he said he hopes to encourage 
groups of m em bers  a ro u n d  the  coun try  to become 
formally recognized chap te rs  and for cu rren t  
chapters  to become m ore active p a r t ic ipan ts  in the 
organization .

“The objective is to hook up the less th a n  active 
chapters, make su re  they ’re active and website is up 
to date,” he said. “It advertises  for them  across the ir  
cam pus what the ir  o rgan iza tion  is about. Visibility 
is im portan t,  you d o n ’t w ant to d isappear.”

Grimley also recently  com pleted a new website 
for the o rgan iza tion  and said he hopes the websites 
of all chap te rs  will eventually  become connected, so 
s tu d e n ts  in te rested  in chem is try  and  Phi Lambda 
Upsilon can find inform ation.

Grimley also said he p lans  to in s t i tu te  a 
scho larsh ip  w orth  about $2,000 for s tuden t m em bers  
to use tow ard tu ition .

“It would be a fairly s ignificant scho larsh ip  for a 
pe rson  w ho’s already  a m em ber, a ju n io r  or senior 
doing o u ts tan d in g  research  or d iscovery work in 
addition  to the ir  GPA,” he said.

Founded in  1889, m ore th a n  70,000 m em bers  
have been  inducted  in to  Phi Lam bda Upsilon, 
Grimley said. Currently, the re  are  a round  35,000 
active m em bers.

Student m em bers  are req u ired  to have a 3.25 GPA 
both  overall and  in  chem istry , and  have at least 20 
hou rs  in  chem is try  at an  o rgan iza tion  approved by 
the A m erican Chemical Society.

Elon professor witnesses overthrow of Kyrgyzstan 
government, brings valuable experience back to States
Anna Johnson
Managing Editor

The rem nan ts  of bullet holes that 
nicked and dinged the inch-thick metal 
fence su rround ing  the Kyrgyzstan 
capital palace were still clearly visible 
after the political riots. One Elon 
University professor witnessed the 
government overthrow that ripped 
th rough  the country  in  mid-spring last 
year.

Jeff Carpenter, assistant professor 
of education, spent two weeks in 
Kyrgyzstan through a program with 
the state department called Teaching 
Excellence and Achievement Program. 
His visit coincided with the overthrow 
of the unpopular president and massive 
riots resulting in the death of dozens.

Before joining Elon’s staff this year, 
he taught at Carrboro High School in 
Carrboro, N.C., as an English teacher. 
It was Carrboro’s high percentage of 
refugees from Burma that led him  to 
look for paid trips abroad.

“I wanted to learn about the refugees,” 
he said. “But given the economy, I couldn't 
find anyone to fund that brilliant idea. 
But I did find this program and I decided 
to throw my hat in.”

He was allowed to choose three 
countries and his choices were all in 
central Asia. His wife, Shabnam Victoria 
Muradi, is from Afghanistan and he said 
he chose central Asia “because of the 
eternal quest to better understand his 
wife.”

During his two weeks abroad. 
Carpenter lived with a host teacher, co
taught in Kyrgyzstan high schools, with 
education NGOs and meet with political 
leaders. Because of the civil unrest, the 
political meetings were halted.

Midway through his trip, protestors 
gathered at the Kyrgyzstan capital, 
Bishkek, to protest and dem and the 
resignation of the current president. 
Carpenter was staying in Karakol, five 
hours away from the capital, but his city 
was not entirely free of protestors.

“One to 2,000 people went to protest 
to show solidarity with the protestors in 
the capital,” he said.

The governor in that region, he said, 
resigned quickly and there was never any 
violence. The protests took place less than 
two blocks from where he was staying.

“I felt fortunate in that I had a local 
looking after me,” he said. “She said, stay 
in your hotel, and the state department 
said to stay in my hotel. So I did for 24 
hours and just watched A1 Jazeera.”

It was difficult watching people die on 
television and watching the day’s events 
unfold in his hotel room, he said.

While there was little danger in 
Karakol, in order for Carpenter to leave 
the country, he had to fly out of the capital. 
When he returned to Bishkek, men and 
women were gathered placing flowers on 
the ground and near the palace where 
massive shootings took place.

“I d idn’t miss it by much,” he said. “It 
was sobering to see the flower memorials 
and the piles of flowers knowing each
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Jeff Carpenter, assistant professor of education, works with ninth grade students in Kyrgyzstan 
through the Teaching Excellence and Achievement Program.

flower was where someone died.”
Carpenter has traveled his entire life, 

and the danger was nothing new. When 
his wife found out about the protests, she 
called his parents.

“My wife was freaking out,” he said. 
“You can't just pick up a phone; there is 
no Internet. And I think it was my mom 
who said, ‘he is probably enjoying the 
adventure.’”

Despite the danger, Carpenter was 
able to put the experience into context 
with the Kytgyzstan education system 
and the United State’s system.

“(Trips abroad) help prepare future 
teachers about the importance of being 
a global citizen and increasingly, the 
student body in the United States is 
becoming more globally diverse,” he 
said.

Elon admissions increase in both number and merit
Rachel Southmayd
Senior Reporter

The nu m b e r  and  caliber of high 
school s tu d e n ts  applying to Elon 
University h as  been  on the  rise  in  the 
p as t  10 years, according to the  Office 
of A dm issions.

From the  2000-2001 school year to 
2009-2010, the  nu m b e r  of applicants 
inc reased  by 4,082 s tuden ts .  Each year 
d u r in g  the  last decade, en ro llm en t 
e i ther  inc reased  or stayed the  same. 
This yea r ’s f re shm en  class is the 
la rgest in  Elon’s history.

A ccording to Melinda Wood, the

ass is tan t dean  of adm issions and 
direc tor  of applicants, it is not a resu lt 
of som eth ing  Elon is doing.

“It isn ’t som eth ing  we’re creating,” 
she said. “We are really ju s t  responding  
to the quality  of the  s tuden ts  tha t  are 
identify ing Elon as a choice of the irs .” 

Since 2000, the  average SAT score 
for an  incom ing Elon s tuden t has 
increased  by about 100 points, and  the 
average GPA has  changed from  3.4 in 
2000-2001 to 3.94 in 2010-2011.

According to the  office of 
adm issions, w hen a s tuden t applies 
to Elon, the ir  GPA is recalcula ted  to 
a 4.0 scale, core academic courses

are considered and advanced level 
courses like AP and  IB classes are 
given additional weight.

A s tu d e n t’s academic record  and 
s tan d ard ized  test scores are then  
evaluated along with o ther  pieces of 
the application such as a counselor 
recom m endation  and  a persona l essay. 
Numbers are not the only th ings  tha t 
m atte r  to adm issions representa tives. 
Wood said.

She said Elon adm its  s tuden ts  
from  all academic ranges to increase  
diversity, and doesn’t focus solely on 
grades and  test scores because  today ’s 
Elon applicants usua lly  have a lot to

offer outside of the  classroom.
“We have seen a m ore w ell-rounded 

s tu d en t,” she said. “They’re much 
more com m itted  to organ izations, to 
leadership , to service pro jec ts .”

She said s tuden ts  seem  to be draw n 
to Elon’s academ ic offerings, the Elon 
Experience opp o rtu n it ie s  and ex t ra 
cu rr icu la r  activities.

Wood also noted tha t the  grow th  
in  applicant n u m bers  and  scores has 
beg u n  to level off in  recent years, and 
th a t  each year is d ifferen t from  the 
year before.

“I t’s h a rd  to predict," she said. “We 
wait and  see w h a t’s com ing to us .”
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