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Mykonos Grill offers a taste of Greece In Burlington
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Waitress Tricia Estes serves a customer at Mykonos Grill in Burlington. The restaurant opened in 
July and is located on 2253 South Church St. in Burlington.

Libby Dean
Reporter

Mykonos Grill has been open for two 
m onths and  is already experiencing a 
full house regularly. Especially around

lunch and d inner  hours, the restauran t 
is full to capacity. While such a 
popularity  would be impressive for any 
newly opened restaurant, the response 
to Mykonos Grill is particularly 
impressive because the restauran t has

not created a single advertisement.
“It all happened by word-of-mouth,” 

said ow'ner Steve Paparoupas. “We 
have not had to launch a single ad so 
far because we haven’t needed to. The 
people who have been to the restaurant 
spread the word for us."

Such a response to the new 
restauran t dem onstrates the Burlington 
com munity 's excitement for a new type 
of food in town. Burlington has about 
78 restaurants, the overwhelming 
majority of which feature American- 
style food.

“I love the variety of the menu at 
Mykonos Grill,” said Megan Stewart, 
Mykonos Grill employee and Burlington 
resident. “There isn’t a lot of options 
in with food in Burlington, everywhere 
just has cheeseburgers.”

Mykonos Grill features Greek-style 
cuisine as well as pasta, cheeseburgers, 
French fries, Greek salads and BLTs. 
Paparoupas said the restaurant 
specialties are chicken souvlaki and 
gyro sandwiches. The entire menu is 
cook-to-order and the restaurant has 
full service and take-out options. The 
most expensive item on the menu 
costs less than  $9. Corbin Falvo, Elon 
University senior, said he comes to the 
restauran t frequently because the food 
is close to campus and is good, fast and 
inexpensive.

While Mykonos Grill does not 
currently  accept Phoenix Cash, 
Paparoupas said the restaurant is

looking to accept it in the future.
Burlington is the second location 

for Mykonos Grill, with the original 
restaurant located in Greensljoro. 
Paparoupas and co-owner Steve
Papakostas, decided to open a second 
location in Burlington because of 
the response the restaurant received 
in Greensboro. Paparoupas said he 
thought the restaurant would be well- 
received in Burlington.

Paparoupas is originally from
Greece and has lived in the U.S. for 25 
years. Every year, he ventures back to 
his homeland at least once. Paparoupas 
said he wanted to bring Greek-style 
food to America but also cater to more 
traditional American-style diners, so the 
menu offers both  categories of food. In 
addition, Mykonos Grill has num erous 
vegetarian items on the menu.

“I really like the restaurant because 
I've been to Greece before, and they 
really captured the local feeling of 
Greek restauran ts  there,” Elon senior 
Catherine Suarez said.

Mykonos Grill features Greek-
inspired  decor, with white and blue 
outlined tables and chairs. The 
restauran t also has a large m ural of 
a Greek landscape on the wall and a 
window to add to the ambience.

“The response to Mykonos Grill has 
been great,” Paparoupas said. “We are 
just very happy and  very, very busy."

Mykonos Grill is located on 2253 
South Church St.

Kikini.com: A 
new kind of 
dating service
David Turkel
Reporter

Kikini.com, a new social media outlet and online dating 
service especially for college students, launched Sept. 28 and 
joined the ranks of well-known entities such as Match.com and 
E-Harmony.

Kikini.com is the brainchild of Jon Vincent, a 36-year-old 
former Microsoft employee, who said Kikini differs from other 
dating services in more ways than  ju s t  target demographic.

Unlike dating websites targeted toward adults looking to 
find “the one,” Vincent said Kikini is focused on giving college 
students a forum to flirt and talk with other students, without 
the marketed intention of creating long-term relationships. As 
Vincent puts it, “Everyone wants to meet new people, right?”

Vincent initially came up with the idea for Kikini when a 
friend approached him  a few years ago about creating an online 
dating service. Vincent was initially skeptical.

“1 thought all online dating services were lame,” he said.
But, the more he thought about it, Vincent said he saw a void 

in the online dating world that hadn 't been filled.
“I was always am azed that none of the sites were focused on 

college students,” he said. “College has got to be the funnest time 
to date, but you just never have the time to meet as many people 
as you would like. The more 1 thought about it, the more I realized 
that we could really build something awesome.”

Vincent said he th inks that Kikini requires significantly less 
effort to use than  traditional online dating services.

According to Kikini Vice-President Rachel Vincent, users don't 
have to fill out any questionnaires or write a long profile. Kikini 
users can simply upload a photo and be ready to meet new people 
right away, Rachel Vincent said. Kikini will suggest new people 
for users to meet with relevant interests.

Kikini.com is not above the risks and dangers of other dating 
sites, though. According to onlinedatingcrashcourse.com, there 
is always the potential for fake photos, profiles and many other 
issues. Despite having the ability to register and quickly move 
on to meeting other students, Kikini users may still have to sift 
through a num ber of profiles before they find someone they're 
interested in speaking to.

And despite the caveat that only those with an .edu email can 
register, users would be wise to th ink  before revealing personal 
information. Still, Vincent th inks there are plenty of reasons why 
college students will still love Kikini.

Vincent was quick to point out how relevant the format is to 
college relationships.

“I th in k  the best thing about Kikini is that i t’s actually 
designed for the way college students date," he said. "Kikini just 
helps you meet a bunch  of cool people who you might want to ask 
out this weekend, and we leave the rest up to you.”

In term s of Kikini’s potential, Vincent is optimistic. He’s 
confident enough in Kikini and the six-person team that helps 
him  ru n  it to th ink  that it can tu rn  into something special.

“Obviously we want it to be huge," he said. "But right now we re 
just focused on building something really fun and easy to use.”

Students rediscovering childhood 
with the hula-hooping club at Elon
Melissa Kansky
Multimedia Editor

Hula hooping, a hobby often  reserved  
for ch ild ren 's  b ir thday  p a r ty  gam es and 
p layground  com petitions, has found  a new 
home at Elon University.

Even th o u g h  s tu d e n ts  associa te  college 
w ith  g row th  and  m aturity , f irehouse field 
houses a g roup  of s tu d e n ts  who rou tine ly  
renew  the ir  youth. Between 5 and  7 p.m. every 
Monday, a g roup  of s tu d e n ts  m eet at the  field 
to hu la  hoop, lis ten  to m usic and  relax.

“The goal for the  club is for people ju s t  to 
come together and  have a fun  place to hang  
out,” said senior Katy Magruder, founder and 
presiden t of the hu la  hooping  club.

M agruder and  her friends found an in te rest 
in hu la  hooping last January  and w anted  to 
“share  the  hu la hooping love,” she said.

She created the  club at the beg inn ing  of 
the  sem ester. In an  effort to expedite  the 
form ation  of the  club, M agruder did not 
create  an  affilia tion  betw een the club and  the 
university .

“We ju s t  w anted  to get the  ball rolling as 
quickly  as possib le  and  d id n 't  w ant to go 
th ro u g h  the  process  of m aking  it a formal 
club,” said ju n io r  Melissa Patrick, vice 
presiden t of the  club.

A lthough the  club is no t recogn ized  by the 
university , the  girls advertised  hu la hooping at 
the fall o rgan iza tion  fa ir  Sept. 10. In addition  
to p rom oting  the  club at the fair, they have 
been sp read ing  the  message th ro u g h  word of 
m outh  to c lassm ates and  friends.

“So far we had ju s t  a little  bit of in te res t,” 
Patrick said. “The firs t few tim es the re  were 
two or th ree  o ther  girls who cam e.”

M agruder and  Patrick consider form ing  an 
affilia tion  w ith  Elon University in  the  fu tu re , 
in  hopes of a t trac tin g  m ore s tuden ts .

Lack of associa tion  with the un ivers i ty  did 
not deter Elon senior Erica E dm ondson from 
jo in ing  the club. An in teres t am ong friends 
from home prom pted  her to jo in  and  learn  
the hooping skill.

“I was in terested  in hooping ,” Edm ondson 
said, “and  th is  is obviously a good way to 
learn  how to do it.”

Edm ondson arrived at the  f irs t  m eeting  
w ith  a low skill level, bu t said tha t she has 
m ade a lot of p rog ress  since jo in ing . She is 
able to keep the hoop at her waist, a ro u n d  her 
knees, above her head and  w alk a ro u n d  while 
hooping.

“If everyone can learn  a new tr ick  tha t 
would be awesome,” M agruder said.

To facilitate the  learn ing  process, 
M agruder showed an  exp lana to ry  film  on

BRIAN ALLENBY | Stan Phatograph«r
Junior Melissa Patrick does a trick with her hula hoop. 
The hula hoop club meets 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Mondays.

hu la  hooping.
Observing M agruder and  Patrick has  also 

helped  E dm ondson im prove, she said.
“People th in k  you have to move your 

body a ro u n d  a lot, bu t it is really  a sim ple 
m ovem ent,” Patrick said.

“After w atching the  video we have been  
g a ther ing  in  my backyard , ge tting  together, 
hu la  hooping  and  teach ing  each o ther  new 
tr icks ,” M agruder said.

Since jo in ing  the  club, E dm ondson said 
she f inds  h e rse lf  picking up a hoop and 
prac tic ing  w henever she is bored.

Patrick draw s a para lle l betw een  hu la 
hooping  and  yoga.

“It’s k ind  of like a m edita tive way to 
rev ita lize  your body,” she said. “I ju s t  like to 
do every th ing  I can  with it, and  it 's  really  fun 
to get lost in  th e  hoop.”


