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Social etiquette shouldn’t disappear in college

Let’s set 
u p  a scenar io :  
1 w as  s i t t in g  
on  m y  b ed ,  he 
w as s i t t in g  on 
m y  chair ,  and  
it w as  la te  on  
a S a tu rday  
n igh t .  The 
se t  u p  w as 
perfec t ;  my 
ro o m m a te  
w a s n ’t in  the  
ro o m ,  a n d  the  
conv ersa t ion  
h a d  gone 
f ro m  why we 

had com e  to  Elon, to l a u g h in g  abou t  
how a w k w a rd  it w a s  to  b e  a f r e s h m a n  
again. We w ere  sm il in g ,  laugh ing ,  
s p r in k l in g  in  so m e  f l i r ta t io u s  
to u c h in g  to  t h e  a r m  a n d  h a n d ,  an d  
I w as ab so lu te ly  p os i t iv e  t h a t  in  
abou t  five m in u te s ,  th e  c o n v e rsa t io n  
would  e n d  a n d  w o u ld  lead  w ay in to .

well, so m e th in g  else.  1 le aned  in, he 
le an ed  in. I sm iled ,  he sm iled . Then 
he  said , “I rea l ly  h o p e  th a t  m e  and  
m y  g ir l f r ien d  stay  toge th e r  w hile  I’m '  
here."

I felt like so m eone  h ad  li terally 
p u n c h e d  m e s t ra ig h t  in  th e  s tom ach .  
Had he  m e n t io n e d  it b e fo re  he w alked  
m e  hom e? No. Had he  m en t ioned  
so m e th in g  on  th e  d an ce  f loor earl ier  
t h a t  even ing?  Positively  not.  Had he 
ever sh o w n  som e  in k l in g  of a chance  
th a t  he h ad  a s ign if ican t  o the r?  Never. 
All I w an t  to k now  is, since w hen  has  
it b eco m e  a p p ro p r ia te  to  com e back 
to  a g i r l ’s room , s t ro ke  h e r  h and ,  
a n d  never  m e n t io n  th e  p resence  of 
a g i r l f r ie n d  w ho l ives in  a d i f fe ren t  
s ta te? Hello, c o m m o n  courtesy, 
i t ’s t im e  for you  to  com e back  and  
sm ack  so m e  se n s e  in to  th e  college 
p o pu la t ion .

I know  so m e t im es  college 
d o e s n ’t feel like th e  rea l  world , 
a n d  so m e t im e s  “h o m e ” d oes  seem

m ill ions  of m iles  away. But I really 
d o n ’t care  if  you r  g ir l f r iend  or 
bo y f r ien d  lives across  th e  world; 
you  st il l  have one  an d  if you d o n ’t 
w an t  one  anym ore ,  you can  b reak  up  
w ith  h im  or her. We all u n d e r s ta n d  
th a t  college can  be  a t im e  of 
expe r im en ta t ion ,  m is tak es  and  n igh ts  
w hen  you  wake up  an d  w ish  you 
h a d n ’t done  som eth ing ,  bu t  you stil l 
c an ’t p re tend  like an y th in g  ou ts ide  
o f  college d o esn ’t exist.  It’s no t right, 
a n d  i t ’s defin ite ly  not a ttractive.

But the  lack of college e t ique t te  
e x te n d s  to  so m uc h  m ore  th a n  the  
occasionally  fo rgo tten  s ign if ican t 
o ther .  I’ve h e a rd  m a n y  people  say 
“th e re  a re  no  alcoholics in  college,” 
either.  You d r in k  one to tw o h and les  
of vo d k a  a week? Fine, as long as 
you get to class. I m ean ,  it d o esn ’t 
m a t te r  if  y o u ’re  hu ngov er  an d  
s leep ing  th r o u g h  it, r igh t?  What 
m a n y  s tu d e n ts  fail to  rea l ize  is tha t  
6 pe rcen t  of college s tu d e n ts  can

be  d ia g n o se d  w ith  a lcoholism, and  
31 p e rcen t  can  be  recog n ized  as 
alcohol abuse rs .  Can you really  tell 
m e  th a t  th e re  a re  no  alcoholics  in  
college? What h a p p e n s  to th e  people  
w ho get ou t of college an d  con t inu e  
to  d r in k  as they  d id  in  school?  Is 
it rea l ly  th a t  easy  to  im m ed ia te ly  
sw itch  to  b e ing  a “g row n-up"  in the  
“rea l  world"? Probably not.  But i t ’s 
seem ing ly  accep ted  in  college, w here  
o u r  t r a n s i t io n  in to  the  “rea l  world" is 
su p p o se d  to begin .

Yes, w e’re  stil l young, so we can 
m a k e  m is takes ,  bu t  reco g n ize  tha t  
fu l l  social a b a n d o n m e n t  is p robab ly  
no t the  b e s t  idea w hen  the  people  
you’re going to  sp e n d  th e  nex t four 
years  w ith  will s u r r o u n d  you. So 
please, ju s t  take  a second  an d  rea l ize  
th a t  the  m en t ion  of a g i r l f r iend  is 
no t going to r u in  y o u r  en t i re  college 
experience . We’re  all he re  to have 
fun ,  b u t  com m on  social e t iq u e t te  st il l 
applies, no m a t te r  w here  you are.

Jennifer McAllister
Columnist

To stand up or to stand 
by when academic 
integrity is in question

Caltlin O’Donnell
Columnist

I t ’s 
n o t h i n g  
n ew  for 
s t u d e n t s  
to  be
u s i n g  t h e i r  
l a p to p s  for 
s o m e th i n g  
o th e r  t h a n  
note- 
t a k in g  in  
th e  m id d le  
of a c lass .  
But a few 
w eeks  
ago, 1 w as 

p a r t i c u l a r ly  d i s t r a c t e d  by th e  
f ran t ic  G oogle  s e a r c h e s  t a k in g  
place o n  t h e  Mac b e s id e  me.

The n e x t  t h i n g  I knew, a 
complete  e s s a y  w as  b e in g  c ra f te d  
before m y  eyes as t h e  s t u d e n t  
obliviously  p u l l e d  quo te s ,  
p a ra g r a p h s  a n d  id e a s  f ro m  
the f i r s t  l i n k s  t h a t  p o p p e d  up.
It t u r n e d  o u t ,  as  t h e  s tu d e n t  
e x p la in ed  d u r i n g  a b r i e f  lu l l  in  the  
class, t h a t  th e  a s s ig n m e n t  w as  a 
m ajor  r e s e a r c h  p ro je c t  d u e  in  h is  
or h e r  n e x t  c lass .

1 la u g h e d  to  m yse lf .  I l a u g h e d  at 
f i rs t  b e c a u s e  I t h o u g h t  th e  s t u d e n t  
was jo k in g .  But th e n ,  I re a l iz e d ,
I d i d n ’t r e a l ly  k n o w  how  e lse  to 
reac t ,  w h e th e r  to say  s o m e th in g  or 
to ac t  l ike  it  d i d n ’t m a t te r .

T he  s i t u a t i o n  I f o u n d  m y s e l f  in  
was o n e  t h a t  m a n y  Elon U nivers ity  
s t u d e n t s  c a n  re la te  to. A cco rd ing  
to T u rn l t In ,  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  th a t  
w orks  to  a d d r e s s  p la g ia r i s m ,  80 
p e rc e n t  o f  co l lege  s t u d e n t s  have  
a d m i t t e d  to  c h e a t in g  a t  le as t  
once. So, c h a n c e s  a re ,  you  know  
s o m e o n e  w h o  h a s .  But is it th e  
job  o f  p e e r s  to  a d m o n i s h  one  
a n o th e r ,  o r  s h o u l d  it b e  left to  th e  
a d m in i s t r a t i o n ?

T he  Elon H o n o r  Code c lear ly  
o u t l in e s  h o n e s t y  in  a ca d e m ic s  as 
an  in t e g ra l  c o m p o n e n t  of E lon’s 
c o m m u n i t y  v a lu e s ,  spec i f ica l ly  
c h a rg in g  all  s t u d e n t s  to  “be  
t r u t h f u l  in  y o u r  a ca d e m ic  w ork .”

But in  m a n y  cases ,  e d u c a to r s  
a re  u n a w a r e  of th e  s t e p s  th e i r  
s t u d e n t s  ta k e  in  o rd e r  to  get a 
g r a d e  a n d  c a n ’t n e c e s s a r i ly  ta k e  
a c t io n  a g a in s t  it.

C onsider ,  fo r  exam p le ,  a recen t  
a r t ic l e  in  “The C h ro n ic le  of 
H igher  E du ca t io n ,” w h ich  te l ls  th e  
s to ry  of a w r i t e r  w ho  w orks  for 
a c u s to m -e s sa y  com pany , d o in g  
a s s ig n m e n ts  for s tu d e n t s .  These  
a s s ig n m e n ts  r an g e  f ro m  th e  f i rs t  
p a p e r  th e y  w r i te  for f r e s h m a n  
E ng lish  t h r o u g h  th e i r  sen io r  
th e s is .

“You w o u ld  b e  a m a z e d  by 
th e  in c o m p e te n c e  of s t u d e n t s ’ 
w r i t in g ,” th e  w ri te r ,  u n d e r  th e  
p s e u d o n y m  Ed Dante ,  said .
“T hey  n e e d  h e lp  l e a rn in g  and ,  
separa te ly ,  th e y  n eed  he lp  p a s s in g  
th e i r  c o u rse s .  But th e y  a r e n ’t 
g e t t in g  it."

While p ro f e s s o r s  have  tools 
ava i lab le  to  he lp  f igh t chea t ing ,  
s u c h  as o n l in e  p la g ia r i s m  
check e rs ,  i t ’s n o t  always 
easy  or p rac t ic a l  to  sp e n d  
va lu ab le  c la s s ro o m  a n d  w ork 
t im e  s e a r c h in g  for academ ic  
d ish o n es ty .

R ather ,  i t ’s u p  to s t u d e n t s  to  
d e m a n d  a n d  s t r iv e  for e th ica l  
p ra c t ic e s  in  th e  c la s s ro o m ,  b o th  
f ro m  th e m se lv e s  a n d  th e i r  pee rs .

T h a t  m a y  no t  n e c e ssa r i ly  m e a n  
d i r e c t ly  a d d re s s in g  th e  i s su e  in  a 
c la s s ro o m ,  b u t  it m e a n s  lead ing  
by  ex a m p le  a n d  h o ld in g  on ese l f  to 
a h ig h e r  s t a n d a rd .  It m e a n s  w hen  
c o n f ro n te d  w i th  th e  is sue ,  to  no t 
ac t  like it d o e s n ’t m a t te r ,  b ecau se  
it does.

W hen a u n iv e r s i ty  su ch  as Elon 
g ra d u a te s  s t u d e n t s  w ho c a n ’t 
f o rm u la te  th e i r  the se s ,  su p p o r t  
t h e i r  ideas  or even  spe l l  correctly ,  
it r e f le c t s  b ack  on  th e  school 
a n d  th e  l e a rn in g  th a t  ta k e s  place 
the re .  All s t u d e n t s  sh o u ld  w ant 
t h e i r  schoo l  to be  r e s p e c te d  for 
h ig h  acad em ic  va lues  a n d  solid 
l e a rn in g  a n d  they  shou ld  actively 
w ork  to w a rd  it.

Immigrants bask in benefits 
of US open door policies

Rachel Southmayd
Columnist

Last week, 
g ro c e ry  
s to re s  
e m p t ie d  
th e i r  s to c k s  
of c a n n e d  
p u m p k i n ,  
t u r k e y s  w ere  
s l a u g h te r e d  
by th e  
t h o u s a n d s  
a n d  
A m e r ic a n s  
m a d e  
t h e i r  way 
by t r a in s ,

p la n e s  (w ith  c o p io u s  a m o u n t s  of 
p a t t i n g  dow n)  a n d  a u to m o b i le s  to 
f igh t  over  w ho  ge ts  to  b r e a k  th e  
w i s h b o n e  a n d  w ho  can  ea t  th e  m o s t  
m a s h e d  p o ta to e s .  I t ’s all a p a r t  of 
th e  g r a n d  A m e r ic a n  t r a d i t io n  we 
re fe r  to  as T h a n k sg iv in g .

But b e fo re  all of th e  le f tove rs  
a re  e a ten  an d  th e  Black Friday sa les  
beg in ,  i t ’s im p o r t a n t  to  re f le c t  on 
w ha t  th e  f i r s t  T h a n k sg iv in g -e r s  
w ere  app rec ia t iv e  for. The P i lg r im s  
cam e  to  A m erica  in  s e a r c h  of a 
b e t t e r  li fe, a b r ig h te r  tom orrow , 
f ree  o f  p e r s e c u t io n  a n d  w ith  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  l im i ted  on ly  by  th e i r  
w ill  to  work.

Since th e  era  o f  th e  P i lg r im s ,  
c o u n t le s s  peop le  have  m a d e  th e  
s a m e  m ove  to  th i s  c o u n t ry ,  w i th  
th e  s a m e  goa ls  in  m in d .  But 
sudden ly ,  in  t o d a y ’s age, th i s  
p ra c t ic e  h a s  com e u n d e r  a t ta ck ,  an d  
every  few m o n th s ,  a n  even t  s p u r s  
o p p o s in g  s ides  to  ta k e  u p  a rm s  
once a g a in  a n d  t a k e  on  th e  i s su e  of 
im m ig ra t io n .

On Nov. 15, th e  C a l i fo rn ia  
S up rem e  C our t  ru l e d  th a t  s t u d e n t s  
w ho  cam e  to th e  U nited  S tates 
i l lega lly  c an  q u a l i fy  for in - s ta te  
tu i t io n ,  t r u m p i n g  a p re v io u s  
d ec is io n  th a t  sa id  th e s e  s t u d e n t s  
w ou ld  be  t r e a te d  as  n o n - r e s id e n t s .  
T his  dec is io n  a f f ec ts  h u n d r e d s  of 
t h o u s a n d s  of s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  sta te ,  
in c lu d in g  4 3 3 ,000  in  th e  C a l i fo rn ia  
State U n iv e rs i ty  sy s tem .

T he very  n ex t  day, it w as 
revea led  th r o u g h  an  a n o n y m o u s  
t ip  to  a n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  F resn o  State 
U n ivers ity  S tu d e n t  G o v e rn m e n t

P re s id en t  P ed ro  R a m ire z  is an  
i l lega l im m i g r a n t  w ho  cam e  to 
th e  U.S. w h e n  he  w as  a to d d le r .  
A l th o u g h  R a m ire z  n eve r  s h a r e d  
h i s  s t a tu s  w i th  h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  
h e  h a s  b e e n  s e r v in g  w i th o u t  pay, 
s in ce  h e  is  n o t  a l low ed  to  rece ive  a 
paycheck .

The a d m in i s t r a t i o n  o f  Fresno  
S tate  h a s  s u p p o r te d  R am irez  
a l t h o u g h  o th e r s  have  not,  in c lu d in g  
h i s  o p p o n e n t  in  th e  e lec t ion .  Cole 
Rojewski.  He sa id  R a m ire z  sh o u ld  
s tep  d o w n  b ec a u se  he  w as  no t 
f o r th c o m in g  to vo te rs ,  a l th o u g h  
legally, t h a n k s  to  th i s  r u l i n g  by 
th e  S u p rem e  C o ur t ,  R a m ire z  h a s  
d o n e  n o th i n g  w rong .  He h a s  sa id  
he  is l iv ing  h is  ow n  l i t t le  p iece  of 
t h e  A m e r ic a n  d re a m ,  l iv ing  li fe in 
th e  U.S. as  a n o rm a l  c i t iz e n  an d  
w o rk in g  to  be a good  s tu d e n t .

A cco rd in g  to  th e  C h ro n ic le  
of H igher  E duca tion ,  il legal 
im m i g r a n t s  in  N o r th  C a ro l in a  a re  
a l low ed  to  e n ro l l  in  c o m m u n i ty  
co l leges s t a r t i n g  nex t  year.  They 
m ay a lso  en ro l l  in th e  U n ive rs i ty  of 
N o r th  C a ro l in a  s y s te m  u n d e r  s t r ic t  
l im i t s  - th e y  have  to  pay  out-of- 
s t a te  tu i t i o n  w i th o u t  q u a l i fy in g  for 
f in a n c ia l  a id ,  m u s t  g r a d u a te  f ro m  a 
h ig h  s choo l  in  th e  U.S. a n d  c a n n o t  
ta k e  sp o t s  f ro m  legal c i t iz e n s .

In c e leb ra t io n  of T h a n k sg iv in g ,
I w o u ld  like to  p o in t  o u t  som e  
p ieces  of th i s  s to ry  we sh o u ld  all 
be  ap p re c ia t iv e  of. We s h o u ld  be 
t h a n k f u l  t h a t  th e r e  a re  peop le  
w ho  ca re  e n o u g h  a b o u t  t h e i r  
fe llow s t u d e n t s  to  r u n  for  s t u d e n t  
g o v e rn m e n t  p r e s id e n t .  We sh o u ld  
be  t h a n k f u l  th a t  th e r e  a r e  p eo p le  
w ho  t h i n k  e v e ry o n e  d e s e r v e s  an  
e d u c a t io n ,  no  m a t t e r  h i s  o r  h e r  
b i r th p la c e .  But we sh o u ld  a lso  
be  t h a n k f u l  th e r e  a r e  peop le  
w ho  c a re  so  f ie rce ly  a b o u t  t h e i r  
c o u n t r y ’s r e s o u rc e s  t h a t  th e y  f igh t  
to  p r e s e rv e  th e m  for  t h o s e  t h a t  fa ll  
w i th in  th e  le t te r  o f  th e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
law.

Above al l  e l se  we s h o u ld  be  
t h a n k f u l  t h a t  for m any ,  t h e  lives we 
lead  a re  s t i l l  env iab le ,  s t i l l  w o r th  
r i s k in g  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  p e r s e c u t io n  
or w orse .  We s h o u ld  be t h a n k f u l  we 
have  s o m e th i n g  w o r th  p u r s u in g .
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