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iMedia graduate students put skills to the
Caitlin O’Donnell
News Editor

Every January , Interactive 
Media g radu a te  s tu d en ts  
sp end  the  m o n th  working on 
a project for th e  public good, 
typically  w ith  a nonprofit  
o rgan iza t ion ,  by collecting 
audio  and  video content.  This 
year, s tu d e n ts  traveled  to 
Costa Rica or P anam a in four 
te am s  to create  m ul t im ed ia  
p ro d u c ts  for th e ir  clients.

Club de Ciegos de Colon

For the  team  w ork ing  with 
the  Club de Ciegos de Colon, 
or Colon Blind Club, located 
in Panam a, the ir  f inal website 
m u s t  reach a b road  audience. 
R ather th a n  c rea t ing  a single 
website, the  g rou p  created  
sites not only in Spanish  and  
English, bu t a lso  separa te  
w ebsites in  each language 
accessible to the  v isually  
im paired .

“This  is an  o rgan iza tion  
w here people who are blind 
can go," said Ashley Pearson, 
project leader. “They get 
k icked out of th e ir  families 
because  they can ’t be taken  
care  of. They go here  to  be a 
p a r t  of som eth in g .”

C urrently ,  12 res iden ts  
live in  th e  club year  round .  
There, they lea rn  how to cook, 
c lean  and  take  educat ion  
courses .  A com puter  room  
inc ludes  d esk top s  w ith  voice 
recogn ition  so f tw are  and  
lap tops  w ith  bra i l  for ch i ld ren ,  
al lowing th e  b lind  to  access a 
com puter  in  the  sam e  way a 
see ing  p e rso n  can.

The websites being  buil t  
by th e  team  involve so f tw are  
th a t  li terally  r ea d s  the  page to 
u se r s  or in s t ru c ts  th e m  where ' 
to  click for an audio  or video 
clip.

“(This) cen ter was a 
l i t t le oasis in  th is  ru n d o w n  
tow n,” Pearson said. “The 
city is so im p ov er ish ed  and  
d ishea r ten ing ,  bu t  the  club is 
clean, brigh t and  airy."

D uring  the  course  of the ir  
stay, th e  te am  met every 
ind iv idual living at the  club 
and  spen t  h o u rs  each day 
in terv iew ing  those  involved 
in the  club, inc lud ing  its 
p res ident .

Pearson  said  she an t ic ipated

the  t r ip  w ould  be em otiona l,  
bu t she was touched  m ore  
th a n  she expected.

“You feel so m eth ing  the  
en t ire  tim e  you 're  dow n there ,  
th e n  th e re ’s th e  break ing  
po in t ,” she  said.

For Pearson, th is  point 
cam e as the  club p re s id e n t’s 
wife began  crying, exp la in ing  
the ir  th a n k fu ln e s s  for the 
s tu d e n t s ’ work. Soon, the 
en t ire  g ro up  was in  tears.

Santa Cruz Recicla

A second team  traveled  to 
Costa Rica, s imilarly  focusing 
on su s ta in ab le  living, and  
worked w ith  an o rgan iza t ion  
called Santa C ruz  Recicla, 
w hich deals  with w aste  
m a n ag em e n t  and  recycling in  
th e  region.

According to project leader 
Nicole Wyche, th e  group  
to u red  th e  region, met with  
rep resen ta t ives  and  d iscussed  
the  o rg an iza t io n ’s c u r re n t  
needs  and  fu tu re  goals in 
hopes of eventually  c rea t ing  a 
website for the  company.

“The content te am  was 
the  point people  for gett ing  
pho to  and  video conten t and  
s t r in g in g  toge ther  a n arra tive  
on the  website tha t  will expla in  
the  com pany,” Wyche said.

T h ro ug ho u t  the  project, 
Wyche said s tu d en ts  learned  
not only about the  workflow 
of c rea t ing  a website, bu t also 
th e  d if f icu lt ies  of working 
w ith  cl ients  an d  m ak in g  su re  
they approve of the  final 
p roduc t .

“T here  was the  added 
h ti rd le  th a t  th e y ’re in Costa 
Rica a n d  no t as easy to connect 
w ith  them ,"  she said. “It was a 
good le a rn in g  experience for 

..giving the  c lient w hat they 
want, even th o u g h  it d id n ’t 
m atch  o u r  in it ia l  though ts ."

Faculty  adv ise r  Phillip 
Motley, a s s is ta n t  p ro fesso r  
of co m m u n ica t io ns ,  sa id  
topics for the  iMedia p ro g ra m  
are  o f ten  ta u g h t  th r o u g h  
s im ula ted  projects ,  w hich lack 
the  h u m a n  n a tu re  of a real 
client, who can  change  h is  or 
her m in d  or m is u n d e r s ta n d  
the  process.

A ccording to Motley, it 
is the  chance  to work for a 
nonprof it  o rg an iza t io n  th a t
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Despite challenging language barriers, Elon iMedia students found ways to communicate with the indigenous people in Panama.

h as  the  la rgest  im pac t  on 
s tud en ts .

“1 th in k  th is  experience  
often  reca l ib ra tes  th e  fu tu re  
goals th a t  th e  s tu d e n ts  have,” 
he said. “This  experience  
may well change  the  ways in  
w hich  they use  th e ir  sk ills  to 
b e t te r  the  world th ro u g h  pro  
bon o  work or by vo lun teering  
th e ir  t im e  to those  w ho can  
tru ly  benefi t  f rom  the ir  
knowledge."

Earth University

A fter crea t ing  conten t for 
Earth  University in  Costa 
Rica, a second  g rou p  of iMedia 
s tu d e n ts  w ere invi ted  back 
to  th e  in s t i tu t io n  to pu t the ir  
sk ills  to work a second year.

“(Earth  University) b r ings  
in  in te rn a t io n a l  s tu d en ts  
from  Costa Rica and  ab road  
to  t ry  to  teach  th e m  about 
su s ta inab le  fa rm in g  an d  c lean  
d evelopm ent,” sa id  M eghan 
G argan, p ro jec t  leader  for the  
team. “They th e n  can  teach  
a g r ic u l tu re  p ro ces se s  in  th e ir  
hom e co u n t r ie s  a n d  v il lages .”

The eight s tu d e n ts ,  u n d e r  
th e  g u id a n ce  of facu l ty  adv ise r  
Sang Um Nam, a ss is ta n t  
p ro fesso r  of co m m u n ica t io ns ,  
w orked  specifica lly  w ith  
th e  P e rm anen t  Education 
P rogram , or PEP. This  b ran ch  
of the  u n ive rs i ty  ta rge ts  
A m erican  aud iences  inc lud ing  
s tud en ts ,  p ro fesso rs  an d  
in d u s t ry  p ro fess ion a ls  who

visit th e  university .
Along w ith  a website, th e  

te am  will c rea te  a p ro m otio na l  
v ideo abou t  d if fe ren t  a re a s  of 
th e  p ro g ra m  at Elon.

When a g rou p  vis its  
th e  p rog ram , th e i r  to u r  is 
c u s to m iz e d  to  fit th e i r  p la n s  
an d  th e n  en t ire ly  co o rd in a te d  
by PEP. With th e  he lp  of 
coo rd ina to rs ,  th e  iMedia te a m  
v is ited  the  ra in fo res t ,  as well 
as the  b each  in  Costa  Rica, and  
collected m u l t im e d ia  conten t 
to  h ig h l igh t  the  w ide range  of 
activ i t ies  available to  v is itors .

Fundacion Bendaked

A b ou t 50 p e rc e n t  o f  all 
in d ig e n o u s  p eo p le  in  P a n a m a  
live w i th  d is ab i l i t ie s ,  an d  
th e  F u n d ac io n  B en d a k ed  h a s  
se t  ou t  to  c h a n g e  lives  in  
th e i r  ow n  co m m u n ity ,  w i th  
th e  re c e n t  h e lp  of iM edia 
s tu d e n t s .

Hayley Miller, p ro je c t  
le ad e r  for th e  g rou p ,  sa id  
th e  te a m  c rea ted  a b i l in g u a l  
w eb s i te  h ig h l ig h t in g  th e  
o r g a n iz a t i o n ’s m is s io n  an d  
d o c u m e n t in g  th e  s to r ie s  
of d is a b le d  m e m b e rs  of 
in d ig e n o u s  c o m m u n it ie s .

“(The o rg a n iz a t io n  has) 
on ly  b e en  in  ex is ten ce  for 
a year  a n d  the y  h a d  no 
p re s e n c e  on  th e  Web,” Miller 
sa id . “The overa l l  d e s ig n  (of 
o u r  site) is b a s e d  on  a fun , 
viv id  feel s ince  i t ’s t ro p ica l  
a n d  in d ig e n o u s .”

Traveling to  rem ote
v il lages of in d ig e n o u s  people, 
th e  te am  g a th e re d  conten t 
an d  in te rv iew ed  m o re  th an  
15 fam il ies ,  a f t e r  ga in ing
ap prova l  f ro m  th e  vil lage 
t r ib a l  leaders .

“The K una  fo u n d a t io n  
people  a re  t r y in g  to  iden tify  
th e  n e e d s  w i th in  d if fe ren t  
in d ig e n o u s  g ro u p s  a n d  will 
work w ith  all co m m u n i t ie s  
even tua lly ,” R an d y  Piland,
facu lty  adv iser ,  said .

Miller sa id  th e  la ng uag e
b a r r i e r  w as o f ten  cha l len g in g ,  
as th e  g ro u p  n e e d e d  to 
t r a n s la te  f ro m  th e  native 
la n g u ag e  of K una  to  Spanish  
an d  th e n  to  English .

“It w as in te n s e  to  work 
w ith ,  e spec ia l ly  in  p o s t ­
p ro d u c t io n  a n d  we d o n ’t know 
w hat c o m m u n ic a t io n  go t lost 
in  b e tw e e n ,” she  said .

A fter  r e t u r n i n g  to  Elon, the 
te a m  p a ck a g e d  th e  s to r ie s  of 
th e  d is ab led  in to  v ideo s  and  
p o s te d  th e m  on th e  website. 
One v ideo  te lls  th e  s to ry  of 
In u i le r  Lopez, a 30-year-o ld  
m a n  liv ing  w ith  ce reb ra l  p a lsy  
an d  confined ,  for m o s t  o f  h is  
life, to  a w heelchair .  A l th o u g h  
it is u n l ike ly  h is  co n d i t io n  will 
im prove, h is  fam ily  is s t r iv in g  
to  e n s u r e  he  h a s  th e  r e s o u rc e s  
to  live th e  r e m a in d e r  o f  his  
life comfortably.

Despite th e  sad
en v i ro n m en t .  Miller s a id  it was 
a lso  in s p ir in g  to  see  fam il ies  
s t r iv ing  to  help  th e m se lv e s .

Conservation made simple in fifth POWERless competition

Use scrap paper for ToOo ksts

Natalie Allison
Senior Reporter

Elon University will launch its fi fth 
POWERless event Feb. 15, giving on- 
cam pus residents the opportun ity  
to reduce their  energy consum ption  
th rou gh  a fr iendly competition. Each 
semester, POWERless encourages 
s tuden ts  to help the university  make 
str ides toward one of its long-term 
goals: becom ing carbon neutral by the 
year 2037.

The goal of each year’s POWERless 
event is to increase awareness of energy 
conservation am ong s tuden ts  by having 
residence halls  compete against one 
ano ther  in total energy reduction.

This year’s spring POWERless 
competition will take place from Feb. 15 
to March 15.

Measured against baseline 
consum ption  for each building, the 
w inning residence hall is determined 
by the  building with the greatest 
percentage of energy reduction during  
the month-long competition.

Brittany Siciliano, a senior in tern  
in the  Office of Sustainability, said 
th is  year’s campus-wide goal is for 10 
percent overall energy reduction.

“We m ake it really easy for s tuden ts ,” 
Siciliano said. “POWERless is as easy as 
tu rn in g  off your lights."

Last spring, the  Honors Pavilion led 
the competition, finishing with a total 
power reduction of about 37 percent.

Holly Geibel, the  curren t resident

ass is tant in  the Honors Pavilion, also 
lived in the bu ild ing  last year and  
said she and  the  o ther residents d id n ’t 
realize how easy it was to save energy.

Geibel said the residents were 
su rp rised  when they were announced  the 
w inners  of the  POWERless competition.

“I felt like we were doing so little," 
she said. “It was surpris ing  to find out 
we d id so much."

Geibel said the Honors Pavilion used 
na tu ra l  sunlight, only tu rn ed  on one 
light at a tim e and m in im ized  hot water 
use  in laundry  and  showers.

After finding tha t these m e thods  
were easy ways to save power, the  
res idents  continued practicing th e m  for 
the  rem ainder  of the semester.
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“Why use  electricity w hen i t ’s 
u nn ecessary?” Geibel said.

Siciliano said the  Office of 
Sustainability hoped  s tud en ts  
would become m ore aware of energy 
conservation by learn ing  “d ifferent 
th ings  they can do to b r ing  into the ir  
everyday lives, and  at home, too."

During the  fall 2010 POWERless 
competition, Elon part ic ipated  in  
Campus Conservation Nationals, a three- 
week com petition  am ong universities 
to conserve the  m ost electricity and  
water. Elon’s spring com petition  will 
only be tak ing  place on cam p us  am ong 
residence halls.

Elaine Durr, the  susta inab il i ty  
coordinator, said s tu den ts  living in  the

w inn ing  residence ha l ls  w ou ld  each 
receive a sus ta ina b le  T-shirt . In  addition, 
D urr  said these  a reas  will have their 
nam es  added  to th e  POWERless trophy, 
which is located in  Moseley Center.

In add ition  to the  POWERless 
competition, the  u n ive rs i ty  also 
takes p a r t  in  an  o n -cam pus recycling 
challenge, RecycleMania.

Rather th a n  energy  red uc t io n ,  the 
goal of th is  com peti t ion  is to  raise 
aw areness  am ong s tu d e n ts  ab ou t  waste 
reduction.

The eight-week event a lso  allows 
residence hal ls  to com pete  ag a in s t  one 
another,  each seek ing  to  have th e  largest 
am o u n t  of recyclables p e r  capita.

RecycleMania is a com peti t ion  
am ong  colleges and  universi t ies  
a ro u n d  the  country, bu t Elon do es  not 
com pete  aga ins t  o ther  schools.  Molly 
Strayer, a sen ior in te rn  in  th e  Office 
of Sustainability, said Elon is in  the 
B enchm ark  category, as its re s u l t s  are 
recorded  bu t not inc luded  in  official 
rank ings .

Strayer said Elon re p o r ts  its weekly 
p ro g ress  in  p o u n d s  a n d  com pares  
resu lts  from year to year. The overall 
goal is “to do b e t te r  t h a n  the  resu l ts  
f rom  last year," Strayer said.

The Loy Center p laced firs t in  the  
school’s RecycleMania com peti t ion  last 
year, collecting a to ta l of 2,088 po un ds ,  
of recyclables d u r in g  the  eight-week 
period.

This y ea r’s RecycleMania com peti t ion  
will be held Feb. 6 to  April 2.


