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Elon students 
abroad in Egypt 
evacuate safely
Kassondra Cloos
News Editor

In re sp o n se  to the  c u rre n t  
u n re s t  in Egypt, Elon University  
s tu d e n ts  s tu d y in g  ab road  at the  
A m erican  U niversity  of Cairo 
have b een  safely  evacuated  
from  th e  country . A ccording to 
Paul Geis, a s s is ta n t  d irec to r  of 
a ff i l ia t io n s  and  exchanges at the  
Isabella  C annon  In te rn a tion a l 
C entre, all of th e  s tu d e n ts  are  
safe  and  have con tac ted  th e ir  
fam ilies .

Elon canceled  its a ffilia te  
p ro g ram  at AUC Jan. 30, and  
of the  six s tu d e n ts  s tu dy ing  
in  Egypt, five w ere evacuated  
to ge th e r  to Is tanb u l Monday, 
Jan. 31 by fl igh ts  o rg an ized  by 
th e  U nited States governm en t. 
The s ix th  evacuated  w ith  h is 
family, w ho w as a lso  in  Egypt, 
d u r in g  th e  w eekend.

A ccording to Geis, the  
s tu d e n ts  d id  no t know  the  
evacuation  location un ti l  they 
b o a rd ed  th e ir  plane. Flights 
left as soon  as possib le  to one 
of th r e e  “sa fe -haven” locations 
in Is tanb u l,  A thens an d  C yprus 
and  fl igh t d e s t in a t io n s  were 
d e te rm in e d  b a se d  on th e  a irp o r t  
th a t  w as able to receive th e  p lane 
first.

All U.S. c i t iz en s  evacuated 
in  th i s  m a n n e r  w ere req u ired  
to  sign  p ro m isso ry  s ta tem en ts  
e n s u r in g  th e y  w ould  pay for the 
fl igh t at a la ter  date, once the  
cost w as d e te rm in e d . A ccording 
to th e  w ebsite for th e  U.S. 
em b assy  in  Cairo, a l l  evacuated  
p a r t ie s  will need to m ake  th e ir  
own lodging a r ra n g e m e n ts  and  
p lans  to r e tu rn  to  th e  U.S.

A lthough th e  m a in  AUC 
cam p us is in  th e  d ese r t,  away 
from  th e  p ro te s ts  in  Cairo, Geis 
sa id  th a t  Z am alek Is land , w here  
th e  s tu d e n ts  w ere living, was not 
isolated.

“Trouble cou ld  have easily

sp read  there ," he said , add ing  
th a t  th e re  w as a s ign ifican t 
concern  for th e  lack of police 
and  th e  law lessness  th a t  was 
sp read in g . “It's ab so lu te ly u n sa fe  
for s tu d e n ts  to be at or n ea r  the  
p ro tests ."

Geis sa id  th e  s tu d e n ts  
ex p re sse d  in te re s t  in  s tay ing  
in Cairo, b u t th a t  if the y  had 
cho sen  to stay, they  w ould  have 
h ad  to con tin ue  th e  sem es te r  as 
non-Elon s tu d en ts .

“O ur p r im a ry  concern  
abso lu te ly  is s tu d e n t  safe ty  and  
w ell-being,” he said. “We w ould  
no t be able to su p p o r t  th em  
th e re .”

Any c lasses  they  w ou ld  have 
ta k en  w ould  ap p ea r  on th e ir  
t r a n sc r ip ts  as t r a n s fe r  c red i ts  
an d  th e  g rades  w ould  no t be 
re f lec ted  in  th e ir  Elon GPAs. 
E lo n -adm in is te red  f in an c ia l  aid 
a lso  w ould  not have applied .

Geis w ould  not re lease  th e  
n am e s  of th e  s tu d e n ts  abroad , 
bu t sa id  th e  five who evacuated  
to Is tan b u l will soon  head  to 
Israel to  s ta r t  th e  new sem e s te r  
at th e  U niversity  of Haifa. He 
sa id  he w as not in fo rm ed  of th e  
p la n s  of th e  s ix th  s tu d en t.

T here  are  no c u r re n t  p la n s  to 
cancel th e  fall p ro g ra m  at AUC, 
b u t Geis sa id  th e  s i tu a t io n  will be 
m o n ito red  closely and  Elon will 
no t allow s tu d e n ts  to  go if  th e re  
are  safe ty  concerns . He sa id  it is 
not typ ica l to  allow s tu d e n ts  to 
apply for m u ltip le  p ro g ram s, b u t 
th a t  they  are  look ing  in to  th e  
poss ib il ity  of a llow ing  s tu d e n ts  
in te re s te d  in  AUC to cho ose  a 
b acku p  p rog ram .

“T h is  is a f lu id  s i tu a t io n ,” 
Geis sa id . “If som eone  h a d  
ca lled  u s  a w eek ago, we d id  no t 
th in k  th e re  w o u ld  b e  any  is su e s  
for fall. T h is  can  chan ge  as the  
s i tu a t io n  evolves."

He said  he  ex p ec ts  th e  
decis ion  to  be  m ade  w ith in  th e  
com ing  days.

Protests should not 
deter study abroad 
programs in Jordan

BRIAN ALLENBY 1 Staff P h o tog ra ph er

During her first and last a ttem pt to  vote in Egypt, 
Elgamal said she w as threatened  for supporting 
the opposition and  left without casting  her ballot.

Shereen Elgamal on 
voter fraud in Egypt

“My husband was actually serving the one 
year that the Muslim Brothers were allowed 
to run, I think it was '92; my husband was 
representing one of the candidates in his 
neighborhood, or in his precinct. And he 
said ‘I sat there and people would come 
and give their names and we would look for 
their names and I saw so many deceased 
relatives. My grandfather had a check mark 
next to his name; he voted, my uncle, my 
great uncle, he had a check mark next to his 
name; he went and voted.’ They had died! 
These people were dead at this time, so he 
tried to raise this point and the other person 
said, ‘You want to sit fiere and preserve your 
well-being, or you want to make noise?’ So 
he said he wanted to sit and observe. They 
actually undid the tape that was securing the 
ballot box and started filling out the papers 
and putting them into the box (unfolded), just 
throwing them into the box. So he said ‘what 
are you doing, this is totally unacceptable.’ 
He was beaten up really badly and put in jail 
for this and he was roughed up a little bit in 
jail and then they usually just let them out 
because in ‘92, he was 30 years old. They 
called it teaching him a lesson. These are the 
elections. That’s why I said when Americans 
say, ‘I didn't vote, or I didn’t go or 1 didn’t 
have time,’ I find it very offensive. I find it very, 
very offensive."
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Elon University s tu d en ts  in teres ted  in 
studying abroad in Jo rd an  will s till be given 
the  o pp ortun ity  despite recen t p ro tes ts  in the 
Middle East.

There is not an  E lon-sponsored tr ip  to 
Jordan, but the re  is a sem ester-long affiliate 
program  th ro u g h  th e  Council on  International 
Educational Exchange th a t  s tu d e n ts  can 
participate in, said  Woody Pelton, dean of 
In ternational Program s. The p rog ram  to 
A m m an will begin  in  fall 2011.

Jordan 's King A bdullah  II f ired  h is  cabinet 
and nam ed a new p rim e m in s te r  a fte r  several 
anti-governm ent p ro tests  in  early  February. 
CIEE’s website says it is still h os t in g  students 
and  the  A m m an cam pus w as one of the 
alternative locations considered  by Elon 
stu den ts  evacuated from  Egypt.

Elon senior A ndrew  Black w ent to  Amman, 
Jordan  during  h is spring  sem este r  and 
su m m er ju n io r year w ith  a d iffe ren t program, 
AMIDEAST.

“What was un ique  about th e  p ro g ram  was 
you can  live w ith host fam ilies,” Black said. “So 
I stayed w ith  a Jo rd an ian  fam ily an d  it was a 
trem endous  experience. You le a rn  th in g s  that 
you never learn  in  a c lassroom .”

D uring h is  seven-m onth  stay, th e re  were 
protests  betw een a tr ibe  an d  local police forces 
aro un d  the  area. From w hat Black saw, the 
m onarchy  was a u n ify ing  p resence  ra th e r  than 
the  source of tension.

Regardless of the  pro tests . Black intends 
on applying for the  Fulbright P ro g ram  and 
traveling to Egypt th is  sum m er. The protests 
should  not deter s tu d en ts  looking to study 
abroad, he said.

“1 m ean, obviously you w an t to  plan 
carefully  as not to  get in te rru p ted  by 
domestic or in ternational crisis, b u t I wouldn't 
d iscourage those  from  con tinu ing  studying  in 
the  Middle East,” he  said. “It’s such  a wonderful 
experience an d  th e  people are  am azing . It 
w ould be  a sh am e to  abandon  your (study 
abroad) am bitions all together.”

Offering m ore  p rogram s in  the  Middle East 
is p a r t of a p u sh  from  the  Isabella Cannon 
In ternational Centre for s tud en ts  to visit places 
outside of Europe. For the  2012 W inter Term, 
a s tudy abroad tr ip  to  Turkey, Greece and 
possibly Morocco is cu rren tly  in  th e  works.

“We're not exclusively pu sh in g  Middle 
East trips, but (we're) try ing  to get s tud en ts  to 
consider places beyond Europe,” Felton said. 
“This is a big world and  th e re ’s a lot of places. 
So th in k  about the  Middle East, C hina, India 
or Africa.”

Egyptians risk lives to fight ‘y^a^ of oppression’
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are Egyptians currently 
living in North Carolina, said the violence in Egypt was 
difficult for her parents.
“They’re taking it hard," Ataalla said. "We have property 
in Egypt, family in Egypt.”

Ataalla was born in the United States, but she and 
her family re tu rn  to Egypt every other summer. She 
said her family has several houses in different cities in 
Egypt, including Alexandria, and while she said their 
property is fine, some of their neighbors’ property has 
been damaged. Some of her male friends have had to act 
as security guards outside their homes.

“I feel like it’s great people are fighting for their 
rights," Ataalla said. “I’m  not liking the ending. I like 
how it started.”

Ataalla said many of her Egyptian friends are pro- 
Mubarak and those that are not did not participate in the 
protests. She said the first protests, which were peaceful, 
started as “educational." Now, she said, the toll the riots 
have taken is too great.

“The people don’t know how to deal with each other 
now," she said. “There’s too much fighting going on in the 
Egyptian race. It’s very sad to see."

Elgamal, however, said people need to continue with 
the resistance.

“People need to continue to die, actually, in the 
thousands," she said. “So that at least they would leave 
behind the legacy of a huge smear on this system. The 
system that is sacrificing thousands for one person who 
is in the eyes of many, useless, and in the eyes of some 
others, valuable, depending on who’s looking at it.”

Elgamal said the protests tu rned  violent when 
policemen in street clothes went into crowds and 
instigated fights in order to have reason for retaliation 
against otherwise peaceful demonstrators.

According to Elgamal, her brother-in-law, Mahmoud 
Abouzeid, is still awaiting arrest at his home. Abouzeid 
is on the advisory council of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
a banned party that Elgamal said is moderate and

represents about one-third of Egyptians.
Elgamal said Abouzeid was taken from his house at 

3:30 a.m. Jan. 27, just after the protests started  picking 
up momentum, but was freed when a prison break-out 
was staged by the police.

“Another technique the police use lately is to free the 
prisoners, set the facility on fire and  claim the prisoners 
had an uprising or something,” Elgamal said.

While Abouzeid re tu rned  to h is home, she said she is 
sure he will be apprehended again.

Elgamal said when Abouzeid was taken into custody, 
the police turned the house upside down before taking 
him  away.

“‘It is not enough that they take my husband,’” Elgamal 
said, quoting her sister’s account of h is  arrest. “‘They take 
the car.' Anything that has value, computers, cell phones. 
If you have $5 in a drawer, it is gone. If you have a ring or 
a nice necklace, nothing. Nothing stays.”

Senior Sheehan Kane, who studied at the American 
University of Cairo in bo th  the spring and fall of 2010, 
said she always felt m ost uneasy a round the police when 
she was walking th rough  the streets of Cairo.

“They’re the ones who harass you, as girls,” Kane said. 
“The police are the ones who will harass you on the  street 
and whistle at you and try  to talk to you. It’s very weird.”

Senior Molly Harmen, who also studied at AUC last 
fall, said she felt the same way.

“I feel like if there was a real emergency, I don’t th ink  
they’d help me out,” she said.

While Elon canceled its spring AUC program  and most 
of the Elon students p lanning to study in Cairo will be 
studying at the University of Haifa instead, H armen said 
she has heard from friends at AUC that many of the other 
American students seemed to be staying put.

“Some are jus t really worried about w hat’s going on,” 
she said. “I guess it’s harder because a lot of the Egyptians 
who go to AUC are from a very wealthy part of society, so 
there are a lot of mixed feelings about w hat’s going ori.”

Although Ataalla said her parents are pro-Mubarak,

“The Muslim Brotherhood is an Islamic collective 
organization, and its members belong to the 
Egyptian society; they... call on all citizens of 

Muslims and non-Muslims to cooperate in the 
good, to achieve justice, to lay the foundations 
of the right and to put the interest of the nation 

before the personal interest. They call on all 
to unite against injustices and corruption, 

effectively and peacefully without causing any 
damage to any public and private properties. 

They stress the importance of the cooperation 
between all political and partisan forces to 

maintain a unified national stance.”

-Muslim Brotherhood’s official English website

she said she is un su re  of her position.
“I’m  conflicted,” she said. “My dad  loves h im , he’s very 

pro-Mubarak... bu t I feel like (Mubarak) knew  all this 
would happen  and  he let it happen.”

Ataalla said she thought the  protests  s ta r ted  going too 
far when clashes between pro- and  anti-M ubarak forces 
becam e violent and  the num bers  of dead  and  severely 
injured people began to rise steadily.

Elgamal said the group of anti-M ubarak protesters is 
composed of people who are  willing to  d ie  in  order to 
instigate change.

“Some of them  are people like me,” she said. “Or people 
who th in k  tha t if we can’t live w ith liberty  a n d  justice, it is 
not a bad th ing  to die after all.”

She said m any of the protesters she saw interviewed 
on TV echoed sim ilar sen tim ents  of feeling as though 
they had  no fu tures or p rom ise  in  life, an d  m any  were 
unable to support the ir families.

Blood is really inexpensive,” she said. “There is no 
value to h um a n  life in the system, the  M ubarak system. 
There is absolutely no value."


