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New early childhood education major allows 
Elon students to help kids get head start
Kassondra Cloos
News Editor

Starting in the fall, Elon 
University will offer a new 
early childhood education 
major. In the m aking since 
2009, the program features 
many classes designed 
specifically for the major and 
the education departm ent is 
in the process of hiring a new 
professor.

“There was always that 
vision that we would go from 
b irth  all the way up to grade 12 
for teaching in the departm ent 
of education," said Mary 
Knight-McKenna assistant 
professor of education.“The 
time was right now.”

Knight-McKenna said
there has been an interest in 
the program for some time. 
Although the major consists 
of a total of 70 credit hours, 
including two eight- and one 
10-hour experience-based 
courses, she said the hope is 
that some current students 
may be able to switch majors 
and still graduate on time.

The new early education 
major will come at a time of 
many budget cuts to early 
education programs nationally 
and around the state of North 
Carolina, which is why students 
will need to be politically 
active, Knight-McKenna said.

“When people are looking 
for places to cut the budget, 
they th ink  ‘well maybe this 
is frivolous’ or ‘this  is extra,' 
or ‘this  is not needed,”' 
she said. “They’re not 
really understanding the 
fundamental importance of 
this.  The outcomes of early 
childhood education are 
astounding.”

One of the courses, Early 
Childhood Research, Policy 
and Practice, is also required 
for s tudents wishing to minor 
in the program. It will give 
s tudents the foundation they 
need to be able to be activists 
for their s tudents when the 
time arises.

“It’s designed to get s tudents 
to focus on the policies in the 
area of early childhood (and 
how they) match up with the 
research,” Knight-McKenna 
said. “We have legislators 
who are making important
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decisions about funding and 
they don’t know what the 
research says.”

For every dollar invested 
in early childhood education, 
taxpayers save $7, research 
have shown. Knight- 
McKenna said th is  estimate 
is a conservative one, and 
studies have shown that early 
childhood saves tax dollars 
by having fewer s tudents  go 
into special education, fewer 
individuals ending up in 
jail and more people having 
gainful employment.

“All of these things can be 
traced back to early childhood 
education,” she said. “But, not 
every politician knows that.”

Freshman Katie Johnson, 
a Teaching Fellow currently  
majoring in special education, 
said she is excited about the 
new program  and would like 
to try  to pursue a minor.

While she does not have 
enough room in her course 
schedule to easily complete 
bo th  a special education 
major and an early childhood 
education minor, she said the 
combination would be ideal.

“I’m excited about this  
opening up,” she said. “Having 
an early education minor 
makes me more marketable as 
a teacher because 1 can work in 
any departm ent.”

One of the program s

Johnson said she is interested 
in  pu rsu ing  following 
graduation is “More at Four,” 
a state-funded pre-K program  
for d isadvantaged four-year- 
olds.

“Most people come to this  
with a deep love, a hunger, a 
desire and really wanting to 
have the  best outcomes for 
children ,” Knight-McKenna 
said. “People come to it with 
real excitement. They really 
want to do th is .”

Students wishing to sign 
up for classes for the major or 
m inor can do so during spring 
registration.
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Elon students spur change in handicap parking policies
Eva Hill
Copy Chief

The recent complaints and 
persis tence of two Elon University 
s tuden ts  has brought about a new 
awareness of handicap parking on 
campus. Senior Maggie Castor and 
jun io r  Jessica McDonald recently 
challenged Campus Safety and Police 
in order to draw attention  to parking 
policies and regulations at Elon.

Castor said she first noticed the 
Campus Safety and Police cars parking 
in handicap spaces when she was 
helping McDonald get a round  campus 
with a broken leg.

“1 only saw one police officer, but 
Jess saw catering services and other 
university  vehicles,” Castor said. 
“1 s ta r ted  spreading the  word and 
ta lk ing to people, and 1 received a lot 
of verbal support .”

McDonald received a tem porary  
handicap park ing  pass from Disability 
Services af ter  she broke her leg, and 
said on one occasion she noticed 
security  cars parked in handicap 
spaces between Colonnades Dining 
Hall and  Colonnades residence hall. 
Castor and McDonald then  reported  
th is  incident to the  police.

“A few days later, a friend was 
driv ing me to cam pus for a meeting in 
Belk Pavilion,” McDonald said. “There 
are  two accessible park ing  spaces 
between Spence and Belk Pavilions, so 
I was hoping to park  there, but there

was an Elon Catering vehicle in  one 
accessibility parking space and the 
o ther was legally occupied, so I had 
to park elsewhere. Luckily, I'm able 
to walk longer d istances without too 
much trouble, but I was still ir r i ta ted  
with the Elon Catering vehicle.”

Chuck Cantos, director of Campus 
Safety and Police, said he asked the 
officers about the Incidents after he 
received a complaint from Castor. He 
said one of them  adm itted  to parking 
in a handicap space.

“The officer explained the poor 
judgm ents ,  and we immediately put 
out a memo to cam pus police and 
cam pus security,” he said.

After the reported  incidents. Cantos 
said a w ritten  directive was created 
and any fu tu re  incidents will be a 
violation of depar tm en ta l  policy. He 
said it was an incident tha t shou ldn’t 
have occurred , and Campus Safety 
and Police will fix the  problem.

Gerald Whittington, senior vice 
president for business, finance and 
technology, also sent out a memo to 
all depar tm en ts ,  s ta ff  and personnel,  
according to Cantos.

Cantos said park ing  enforcement 
security  officers patrol the campus 
and  reinforce park ing  ru les  during 
the  day, and  security  officers enforce 
it at night.

“It was an incident tha t  shou ldn ’t 
have occurred  and we’ll fix it, now 
th e re ’s a w ri tten  directive so it would 
be a violation of depa r tm en ta l  policy,”
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he said. “If we are responding to an 
emergency we will park In a fire 
lane or wherever, but if i t ’s a routine 
response it’s not acceptable.”

Castor said Brooke Barnett, 
assistant to the president, played 
an Important role in the process of 
bringing the issue to the universi ty’s 
attention.

“The adm inis tra tion  has been 
very supportive,” Castor said. “Even 
the police departm ent has  been very 
supportive. Chief Cantos said a written

m andate  d idn ' t  exis t  before, because 
it was a com m on knowledge, but now 
there  is an  ac tua l w ri t ten  m andate .”

Barnett said Castor d id  an im portant 
service to the  un ivers i ty  by reporting 
and record ing  the  specific t im es and 
places where the  inc idents  took place.

“She (Castor) carefu lly  documented 
tim es and  places, and  I a s su red  her 
tha t th is  Is not an  Elon practice that 
we were aware and  p roud  of,” B a r n e t t  

said. “We take It seriously, and  this 
was clearly inappropria te .”
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