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Astley’s legacy memorialized by campus, hometown
Caitlin O’Donnell
News Editor

Warmth and beauty were two of Lauren 
Astley’s top criteria in choosing a college.

“If I am in a beautiful place, I will learn,” 
she once told her father, Malcolm Astley.

In the weeks since her death on July 
4, warmth and beauty are just two of 
the many adjectives used by friends and 
family to describe Lauren. She would have 
arrived on campus this week as a member 
of the class of 2015.

Her body was found by a passing 
bicyclist at 7:30 a.m. in a marshy area off 
the road in her hometown of Wayland, 
Mass. She was originally reported 
missing by her father the night of July 3. 
First classified as suspicious, her death 
was soon labeled a homicide due to 
strangulation and an incision to the neck.

A classmate and former boyfriend, 
Nathaniel Fujita, was arrested the day 
her body was found. On Aug. 4, he was 
indicted on charges of first-degree 
murder, two counts of assault and battery 
with a dangerous weapon and assault and 
battery, according to the Metrowest Daily 
News.

A life cut short

Lauren was a fearless, independent- 
minded young woman on the brink of a 
bright future, planning to study business 
when she arrived at school. After playing 
on the soccer team her first three years 
of high school, she decided her senior 
year to pursue her interest in retail and 
fashion, working at local Shop344, instead 
of serving as co-captain of the team.

It wasn’t necessarily the direction her 
father would have chosen. But, that was 
Lauren.

“She was ayoung woman of tremendous 
energy and purpose,” Malcolm said. “She 
liked action, she steered away from her 
father’s heavier thinking but also engaged 
in it as time went by. Her own sense of 
direction and purpose was emerging 
nicely.”

But Lauren’s interests ran much deeper 
than fashion. The varsity tennis player 
also sang in the a cappella group. Muses, 
and volunteered doing relief work in New 
Orleans following Hurricane Katrina.

Her fearless nature could be seen, 
Malcolm said, in her fascination with 
sharks.

“It probably started with premature 
viewings of 'Jaws,' and all the sequels, 
eventually v\fith nature movips of fppdine 

sharks as a follow-up,” Malcolm said at her

July 16 memorial. “She urged me to be the 
shark regularly in swimming pools while 
she reenacted highly realistic versions of 
'young person pulled under by sharks.

But it didn’t stop there. As the years 
progressed, she studied the animals 
intently, developing knowledge about 
their life patterns and sympathy as she 
watched them being slaughtered in large 
numbers.

She had hoped to travel abroad to 
study and swim with the sharks.

A campus reaction

Incoming freshman Lauren Bolusky 
would have been one of Lauren’s seven 
suitemates in Colclough Hall this year. 
While Bolusky never got to know Lauren, 
she is one of the many students on Elon’s 
campus working to ensure her presence 
in the Class of 2015 is not forgotten.

“It is pretty crazy to think that we all 
consider each other ‘family members’ 
even though most of us have never met, 
but it’s the truth,” Bolusky said. “No one 
sees her as a girl they never met, everyone 
sees her as a member of our Elon family.”

SGA has finalized plans to distribute 
ribbons in Lauren’s favorite color, coral, at 
freshman convocation. Ribbons will also 
be available on move-in day from SGA 
executives and placed on faculty seats at 
convocation.

“I think we all realize that life can be 
cut short in an instant and we have to 
make the most of our time here,” Bolusky 
said. “Lauren has brought our class 
together and I know that none of us will 
ever forget her.”

The Elon University community has shown an outpouring of support for Lauren Astley, an incoming freshman 
f o u n d  dead of apparent homidde earlier this summer. Family and friends descr.be her as fearless and determined.

A legacy memorialized

Most of all, Malcolm said he wants 
a positive outcome to arise from the 
tragedy.

“I just hope so much that her death 
can support positive steps by kids to 
treasure what time they have and also 
to work at deeply delving into matters of 
respecting each other,” he said. “There 
are forces that are pushing both kids 
and the whole world to be so competitive 
and work toward dominance instead of 
mutual cooperation.”

Mcilcolm strove to instill these positive 
messages into Lauren while she was 
still with him. She referred to them as 
“Malcolm texts.”

“They were always different and 
beautifully-worded 160 characters about 
ftpizing the day, always being proud 
of yourself and learning from your

surroundings,” said Hannah Blahut, one 
of Lauren’s best friends. “Even though she 
would laugh, I know Lauren took most of 
the messages to heart."

Friendship was fiercely important to 
Lauren, an only child, and she came to 
view Blahut and other close friends as her 
sisters.

Close friend Chloe Jacques met Lauren 
at a young age when their families sat near 
one another at Luigi’s, a local restaurant.

“As soon as we sat down, 1 saw her 
little head peep over the booth at me and 
smile,” Jacques said. “It was the same 
bright, curious and enthusiastic smile I 
saw time and again throughout her life.” 

Ariel Chates, another best friend, said 
her mom, dad and brother came to be 
viewed as Lauren’s “second family”.

“1 wish now more than ever that Lauren 
knew, she not only had a second family 
but an entire world of loved ones who 
miss her incredibly,” she said. “It used 
to drive Lauren and me crazy when even 
our own parents couldn’t teU us apart in 
pictures, but it comforts me now knowing 
that when anyone ever mixes us up again, 
I can simply say ‘that’s my sister,’ the only 
true way to describe our bond.”

At a memorial for Lauren July 16, 
Malcolm encouraged a focus on better 
informing young people about the 
“challenges of love’s powerful influences

Ribbons in Lauren’s 
memory, in her 
favorite color, coral, 
will be available this 
week. Pick them up 
during move-in today 
or at convocation 
from SGA executives.

on our lives.”
In lieu of flowers, contributions could 

be made to do just that. The Lauren Dunne 
Astley Memorial Fund will put energy and 
resources toward innovative programs 
that both support Lauren’s interests of art 
and community service, but also educate 
people about healthy relationships and 
self-image.

“Her situation was extreme but not 
unconvmon,” he said. “There seems to be so 
much investment, almost overinvestment, 
of one’s value in a relationship, as if it is 
the only thing that defines value."

But, more than that, Malcolm said he 
hopes this tragedy teachers others to live 
like “this is it.”

“It’s about creating our heaven on 
earth,” he said. “1 hope this is used as a 
taking-off for knowing how fragile and 
precious Ufe is.”

Students move-in early to prepare for incoming class
Nick Zanetti
Senior Reporter

Bobby Rawlings wasn’t up to much for 
most of the summer, but that all changed 
Aug. 20, when he began orientation leader 
training. The Elon University junior was 
one of almost 500 students who began 
moving back to campus early beginning 
Aug. 8.

Only students in approved 
organizations are allowed to move in 
early to on-campus housing, according 
to Taryrn Njagu, assistant director of 
residence life for North Area and housing 
operations manager. Those groups

include resident assistants, orientation 
leaders and staff, athletes, marching band 
and some members of Greek Life.

“The athletes come back the earliest, 
but most early move-in students come 
during the weekend of Aug. 13th-14th,” 
Njagu said.

Resident assistants go through a week- 
and-a-half long training session prior to 
the arrival of freshmen.

“They are learning policies and 
procedures, how to manage conflict, 
communicate more effectively to different 
types of people and work better in teams 
so that they can better manage the 
residents assigned to them,” Njagu said.

In addition to resident assistants, 
orientation leaders play a meyor role in 
welcoming freshmen to Elon.

A total of 100 student orientation 
leaders moved in early, in addition to the 
16 head staff members, who are former 
OLs who help to train  current OLs. There 
are also more than 50 students who are 
members of “O Team,” who do not go 
through formal training but help OLs 
with move-in weekend. Rawlings was a 
member of “O Team” last year.

“Members of O Team mainly help new 
students move their things from point A 
to point B,” Rawlings said. “It was actually 
a lot of fun.”

Orientation leader training lasts for a 
full week starting Aug. 20, preparing the 
future OLs to be as helpful as possible to 
incoming freshman.

“Their training consists of a lot of 
information gathering so that they can 
help the new students, it’s also a lot of 
activities that help the orientation leaders 
work together as a team, because that is 
im portant for move in weekend,” said 
Katie Hight, director of new student 
programs. “The training teaches the 
orientation leaders a lot about what is 
available to students on campus, like 
health and wellness services and student 
organizations.”

New alcohol policy changes consequences for violators
College is one of the first 

times many freshmen will 
have the freedom to make their 
own decisions. One decision 
many students will face within 
their first weeks is whether 
to drink alcohol. In order to 
make an informed decision, 
students should be aware of 
the repercussions of an alcohol 
violation. Here are some of the 
Elon policies:

Innocent Bystander:
Students under the legal 

drinking age are allowed to be 
in the presence of alcohol. They 
must, however, request an “Alco- 
Sensor” to prove they have not 
been drinking.

Good Samaritan Policy:
If a student is with another

student “in danger” or “of 
concern” of having alcohol 
poisoning they will not be 
charged with an alcohol violation 
if they call for help.

Drinking Gcmies:
Regardless of age, drinking 

games are in violation of Elon’s 
alcohol policy.

Medical Safety Policy:
Students will not be 

automatically suspended for 
receiving medical attention 
related to consumption of alcohol.

For more information visit the 
student handbook at:

http://www.elon.edu/e-w eb/ 
students/handbook/violations/ 
alcohoLxhtml or visit the Student 
Conduct website.

Violating the Elon Alcohol Policy
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