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ANOTHER YEAR 
ANOTHER QUARTERBACK

Sam Calvert
Online Managine Editor

At the  end o f  the 2011 season , the  
Elon U niversity football  team  had a 
question  m ark in place o f  a quarterback  
on the  depth  chart. Four-year starter  
Scott Riddle graduated, and the question  
of w h o  w a s  go ing  to  take h is  place  
rem ained.

“It’s ju st  the  way th in g s  go," senior  
offensive  l in em a n  Rodney  A ustin  said.
“ There’s a lways go ing  to  b e  a group of  
seniors leaving. We w ere  a lways ready 
for that.”

There w ere tw o  candidates for the  
job: then-sophom ore  T hom as W ilson  
and then -fresh m a n  Mike Quinn. The tw o  
then b egan  co m p et in g  for the  starting  
position.

“It w as in ten se ,” jun ior  W ilson said. 
“It started in the  spring."

T hen redsh irt  fresh m a n  Tyler 
Smith, a transfer  from  the University  
of Maryland, cam e onto  the scene, and  
the com petit ion  op en ed  up am ong  three  
players.

But Sm ith had m ore  than  just  an  
offensive sy s tem  to learn.

“Tyler is  ju st  co m in g  on cam pus ,” 
head coach Jason Sw epson  said. “He’s 
only b een  o n  ca m p u s  three  m onth s ,  
so he’s s t i l l  learn ing  th e  area, not just  
learning the  playbook.”

As t im e  w ent on, the  com petit ion  
shifted its fo c u s  pr im arily  to Sm ith  and  
Wilson, w ith  Q uinn  c o m in g  in  as the  
third-string quarterback.

But Sw epson said he  adm ired Q uinn  
for h is  determ ination  and drive.

“He cam e in f ighting for a starting  
position," Swepson said. “He w a sn ’t 
look ing  for a No. 2 spot. He w anted to  
be the  guy.”

Toward the end, W ilson began to 
separate h im se l f  from  the other two,  
and by the last day of preseason  camp, 
Sw epson said he w ould  have to play very  
poorly and Smith really well for Wilson  
to lo se  the starting role.

“(Wilson) kn ow s the  p laybook inside  
and out,” Sw epson said. “With th is  
offense ,  there’s a lot o f  m oving  parts.  
Tyler w as struggling  a little  bit w ith  all 
the m o tio n s  and sh if ts  and th ings  like  
that. It cam e easy  to Thomas."

W ilson has  had the offensive  
playbook since  o ffensive  coordinator  
Chris P incince cam e on staff  in  January, 
an opp ortu n ity  Sw epson said W ilson  
took  advantage of.

“I’m  really look ing  forward to going  
out there and kind of proving  m y se lf  and  
sh ow ing  that I can do  what it takes to be  
a quarterback,” W ilson said. “My job is  
just to get the  ball into our p laym akers’ 
h a n d s  and lett ing  th em  m ake plays.”

W ilson w ill  be proving h im se l f  
against  the shadow  of  h is  predecessor.  
Riddle, w h o  f in ish ed  h is  Elon career  
w ith  41 Elon, Southern Conference or 
NCAA records.

W ilson w atched  on as the backup  
quarterback for three  of Riddle’s 
season s.

“I d on’t w ant to  sit here and  try and

com pare m y se lf  to  Scott or anyone  
e lse  in the  past, or anyone here in  the  
present,” W ilson said. “I’m just  trying to 
get in  there and m anage  the gam e and  
do what a quarterback has to do  to  w in  
football games."

Last season , he m ade appearances  
in  four gam es, one o f  w hich w as as  
the  starting quarterback against The  
Citadel. In that w in, he  threw for 145 
yards and rush ed  for 13, w ith  tw o  
touchdow n passes .

But secur in g  the starting job  is  just  
the b eg inn in g  for Wilson.

“He’ll w in  it for one  game, but h e ’s 
always got to com pete  each week," 
Swepson said.

Regardless of the starting  
quarterback, Swepson said Smith will 
not just sit on the sidelines.

“You don’t want your second-string  
quarterback not having any reps and  
then, in  Game 6, call on h im  and h e ’s 
rusty  and ha sn ’t played in  the gam e,” 
Swepson said. “We’ve got to f ind a way to 
get h im  so m e  snaps.”

Sw epson even said there w as a 
possib ility  for a rotation, like th ey ’ve  
done in the past at Boston College, h is  
alm a mater. But those  details  still  have  
to be d isc u s se d  by the coach ing  staff.

Either way, w h en  the Phoenix  takes  
the field th is  season , there w ill  be  a new  
face there under center.

“We kn ow  what it’s l ike  to  run an  
o ffen se  undern eath  Scott Riddle,” Austin  
said. “But now  we have to learn how  to 
run an o ffen se  under  T hom as Wilson.”
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A fter  sn a r in g  o n ly  e ig h t  b a l l s  
for 117 y a rd s  h i s  f r e s h m a n  sea so n ,  
it w a s  hard to  im a g in e  ju n io r  w id e  
r ece iver  Aaron  M ellette  w o u ld  b e  very  
p ro d u ct iv e  the  fo l lo w in g  year.

in  2010, M ellette  had  a q u ick  
to  h i s  so p h o m o r e  ca m p a ig n ,  

a i iu  i t  carried  h im  th r o u g h o u t  the  
se a so n .  In th e  th ird  gam e, h e  record ed  
an Elon-record 18 r ec ep t io n s  for 195 
y a r d s  a nd  tw o  to u c h d o w n s  at then-  

No. 9 R ichm ond .
Additionally, Mellette recorded five 

other games with more than 100 yards  
receiving and five gam es with at least  
two receiving touchdowns.

For the  2010 se a so n ,  he  caught  
5 0  b a l ls  for 1,100 y a rd s  and  12 
to u c h d o w n s .  H is  play o n  th e  f ie ld  
e a rn ed  h im  3 firs t-team  Ail- 
Sou thern  C o n feren ce  se le c t io n  and  
se c o n d -te a m  A ll-A m erica  hon o rs  
from  the  A sso c ia te d  Press.

N ow as a jun ior ,  M ellette’s role  
h a s  tr a n s fo r m ed  in  th e  P h o en ix  
o ffen se ,  a s  he b e c o m e s  the  
prim ary  target for f irst-year  
s ta r t in g  quarterback, ju n io r  
T h o m a s W ilson.

In 2010, h e  pa ired  up  w ith  
sen ior  Sean Jeffcoat, w h o  
caught 72 b a l l s  for m ore  
th a n  1 ,000  yards.  T he tw o  
a ccou nted  for near ly  60  
p ercent  o f  Elon’s p a s s in g  
yards,  a nd  a lm o s t  70  
percent  o f  th e  t e a m ’s 

to u ch d o w n  p a sses .
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With th e  g ra d u a t io n  o f  Jeffcoat,  
M ellette  sa id  he lo o k s  forw ard to  
the  nex t  crop o f  r ece iv ers  w h o  w il l  
co n tr ib u te  to th e  Elon o f fe n se .

T he P h o en ix  b r in g s  in s ix  
n e w c o m er s  to the  rec e iv in g  core  
for the  2011 s e a s o n  — A ndre  Davis,  
Ricky Brown, Kyle Huff, Ivan Ledesm a,  
D a n ny  Sellers  and  Tario Hunter.

Of the  n e w c o m er s  to the  o f fe n se ,  
D avis  ea rn ed  All-State acco lades ,  
w h ile  Brown, Huff, L edesm a and  
S e ller s  e a rn ed  A ll-C onferen ce  honors .

“(We’re) f in d in g  the  nex t  
pla ym aker ,” M ellette  sa id . It s 
im p o r ta n t  to  f in d  a n o th er  rece iver  to 
s tep  in  and take so m e  o f  th e  p r e ssu re  

off."
M ellette ’s 6 - fo o t-4 - in ch ,  2 1 2 -p o u n d  

fram e is  d i f f ic u lt  for o p p o s in g  
d e f e n s e s  to  m a tch  up  a g a in st ,  and  
s iz e  is  w hat th e  c o a ch ig  s ta f f  lo o k s  to  
take  adv a n ta g e  o f  t h i s  year, o f f e n s iv e  
co o rd in a to r  C hris P in c in c e  said.

“He g iv e s  u s  a th reat  a nd  can  go the  
d is ta n c e  ev ery  time," P in c in c e  sa id .  
“B ecau se  o f  h i s  s i z e  a nd  h i s  ph y s ica l  
sta tu re ,  w e  can  th r o w  th e  b a l l  up  to  
h im  a nd  h e ’ll m a k e  a play."

T he c o a c h in g  s ta f f  a l so  k n o w s  that  
M ellette  w i l l  s e e  in c r e a se d  d e fe n s iv e  
c o v erage  w ith  h i s  e x p a n d e d  ro le  in  th e  
o f f e n s e  th r o u g h o u t  th e  year, P in c in ce  

said .
“If a d e f e n s e  lea v e s  h im  one-on-  

one, I fe e l  p r e tty  g o o d ,” P in c in c e  said.  
“But d e f e n s e s  a r e n ’t d u m b. T h e y ’re 
g o in g  to  put a c o u p le  o f  p e o p le  on  h im ,  
a nd  that w i l l  o p e n  t h in g s  up  for o ther  
peo p le .  He crea tes  m is m a t c h e s .”

C o m in g  in to  th e  2011 se a so n .

m o re  th a n  ju s t  o p p o s in g  d e f e n s e s  are  
t a k in g  n o t ic e  o f  M ellette. He h a s  b e e n  
n a m e d  to the  se c o n d -te a m  p r e se a so n  
A ll-A m erica  team , is  on th e  w atch  
l i s t  for the  top  w id e  rece iver  in the  
nation , g iv en  by th e  C ollege  Football  
P erform an ce  Aw ards, a nd  is  n a m e d  
a s e c o n d  tea m  A ll-A m erican  by  the  
C ollege  Sp orting  News.

To take  th e  p r e ssu r e  o f f  o f  M ellette  
and W ilson, Elon w i l l  lo o k  to a g roup  
o f  se n io r  r u n n in g  b a c k s  — A.J. Harris,  
Jam al S h u m a n  and  D ontay  Taylor. T hey  
w il l  pro v id e  b a la n c e  for th e  P h o en ix  
o f f e n s e  th i s  year and  to break  d o w n  
o p p o s in g  d e fe n s e s ,  a l lo w in g  W ilson to 
c o n n e c t  w ith  M ellette  for a n o th er  
s u c c e s s f u l  se a so n .
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