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Football moves ahead to ‘new season

Jack Rodenfels
Sports Editor

First-year head coach Jason 
Swepson preaches  to h is  team  to 
“never d is re spec t  a w in .”

This  m in d se t  is one th e  Elon 
Phoenix  football team  took to h ea r t  
following its em ba tt led  23-22 victory 
ag a in s t  the  N orth  C arolina Central 
University Eagles Sept. 16, and  one it 
will con tinue  to em brace  as conference 
play beg ins  th is  weekend.

Against the  Eagles, the  Phoenix 
offense had m om en ts  of grea tness ,  
such as ju n io r  q u a r te rb ack  Thomas 
Wilson's ca reer  h igh 416 y a rd s  pass ing  
and  th r e e  touc hdow ns  or ju n io r  wide 
receiver A aron Mellette’s 16-catch 
237-yard perfo rm ance  tha t  g arnered  
h im  b o th  S outhern  Conference Player 
of the  Week and  College Football 
Perform ance Awards National Wider 
Receiver of th e  Week honors .

But the  Phoenix reg is tered  five 
tu rn ov ers ,  com p ared  to no tu rn o v e rs  
for the  Eagles' offense and  was lucky 
to  get out of the game agains t  th» 
Eagles w ith  a win, according to sen ior 
wide receiver C hr is t ian  Dennis.

“It was such  an  emotional game 
w ith  so m any u ps  and  downs," D ennis 
said. “We would have some great 
d rives and  they would be s topped  due 
to a tu rn o v e r  or a sta lled drive.”

A lth ou gh  the  tu rn ov ers  hurt ,  
Swepson said  the  experience of
the  g am e was critically im portan t,  
especia lly  for a young team.

“If you w an t  to be a great team, 
you have to  w in  on the road," Swepson 
said. “We still have a lot of work to do, 
more we are ge t t ing  better, ge t t ing  
more experience as we go."

The Phoenix fin ished  2-1 in
nonconference  play, and  beg ins  SoCon 
play agains t  The Citadel Bulldogs.

This week in  practice, Swepson 
is in s ti l l ing  the  im p o r tan ce  of
a new b eg inn in g  to h is  players.

“We're le a rn ing  to forget about the  
first th ree  games," he said. “It 's a new 
season for us, and  we’re ta k in g  th is  as 
game one and  we're going to t ry  and  
get off on the  r ight foot."

For Swepson, th is  m e an s  defending  
The Citadel’s p a ten ted  tr ip le  option 
offense — one tha t  rel ies heavily on 
ru n n in g  the  football .

The Citadel Bulldogs are  averaging 
319 ru sh in g  y a rd s  per game, the 
h ighes t  am o un t in  the  SoCon.

To p repare  d u r ing  the  s u m m e r  and  
p reseason , Swepson had  h is  defense  
work for 10 m inu tes  at th e  end  of each 
practice  on defending  the  tr ip le  option. 
T his  week, i t ’s the  defensive approach  
tha t  th e  Phoenix will work on.

“Defensively, we can ’t give up the  big 
play," Swepson said. “We u n d e rs ta n d  
tha t  th e y ’re going to ru s h  for a bun ch  
of yards ,  and  th a t 's  fine. We're going to 
have to play s t ingy  defense  when they 
get on ou r  side of the  50 and  especially 
in  the  red  zone, we have to hold them
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TOP: Senior running back A.J. Harris rushed for a total of 48 yards on 14 touches in Elon’s 23*22 win against North Carolina Central Sept. 17. 
BOTTOM: Junior wide receiver Aaron Mellette caught for 237 yards and accounted for one of Elen's three touchdowns In the Phoenix win.

to field goals, not touchdowns."
On the  o the r  side of th e  ball,  

con tro ll ing  the  t im e  of posse ss ion  
will be key in o rder  for the  Phoenix  to 
win, while convert ing  scor ing  chances  
in to  touchdow ns,  not relying on field 
goals, Swepson said.

The Citadel com es into its gam e 
w ith  m u ch  experience. R e tu rn ing  
n in e  s t a r t e r s  f ro m  its 2010 team. The 
Citadel leads th e  SoCon in scoring  
defen se  (12.5 po in ts  pe r  game), y ards  
allowed (228 yards  p e r  game) and  
p a ss ing  y a rd s  allowed (132 y a rd s  per  
game).

Additionally, the  Bulldogs are 
com ing  off of th e ir  bye week and  
have h ad  two weeks to watch fi lm and  
p rep a re  for the  Phoenix.

Elon is looking inw ardly  to p repare  
offensively for The Citadel as the  team  
looks to e l im ina te  tu rn o v e rs  while 
ba lanc ing  the  ru n  w ith  the  pass .

“I t’s going to be a focal point,"  
Swepson said, descr ib ing  the  team 
co ncen tra t ing  on not tu rn in g  
ball over. “What I 'm m ostly  
d isappo in ted  in is having 
tu rn o v e rs  in th e  fou r th  
quarter .  It's what hap pen ed  
aga ins t  N orth  Carolina 
Central, and  it a lm ost 
cost u s  the  game."

The Phoenix will 
begin its SoCon 
season  Sept. 24 
w ith  a 1:30 p.m. 
k ickoff aga ins t  the  
Bulldogs.
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vs. The Citadel

Can't make it to the game, but don't want 
to miss any of the football action? Follow 
the Phoenix online with The Pendulum this 
weekend.

Twitter
WWW. twitter, com/pendulumsports 

Football blog
WWW. pendulumfootball. wordpress. com 

Facebook
www.facebook.com/thependulum

BY THE NUMBERS
0 p o in ts  sco re d  by  e ithe r tim e in the third 

qu a rte r

1 po in t d iffe ren ce  in the  23 -22  win

2 to u c h d o w n  ca tch e s  fo r senior wide 

rece iver C hris tia n  D ennis, his first of the 

season

3 in te rce p tio n s  th ro w n  by junior 

q u a rte rb a ck  T h om a s  W ilson

7 ta ck le s  fo r so p h o m o re  defensive back 

C han d le r W righ tenberry , a team-high

8.7 ave rage ya rds pe r pass attempt for 

W ilson

19 p laye rs on  the  Elon defense with at 

least one  ta ck le

237 rece iv ing  yards fo r junior wide 

rece iver A aron  M elle tte

L  535 to ta l yards of offense for Bo<''

th e  m o s t in a gam e this season
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