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FroWrunMK emerge for Republican presidential candidate
I III!

Grace Elkus
Senior Reporter

A lthough  the  2012 p re s id en t ia l  
e lection  is m ore  th a n  a year  away, 
f r o n t r u n n e r s  for the  R epublican 
n o m in a t io n  are  e m erg in g  and  
A m er icans  a re  b e g in n in g  to fo rm ula te  
o p in ions  a n d  specu la te  the  outcome.

The R epublican p r im a r y  is shap ing  
up  to be a tw o-m an  race b e tw een  Rick 
Perry  an d  Mitt Romney, accord ing  
to Mileah Kromer, poli t ica l  science 
p ro fe sso r  an d  a s s i s t a n t  d i rec to r  of 
the  Elon Poll. While o th e r  can d id a te s  
show ed po te n t ia l  early on, they 
have fa i led  to  keep th e  a t ten t ion  of 
America.

“Jon H u n tsm a n ,  who som e would  
a rg u e  is th e  m os t  q ua l i f ied  cand ida te  
w ith  h is  com b ina t ion  of executive 
a n d  fore ign  policy exper ience ,  ju s t  
c a n ’t seem  to ga in  t r a c t io n  across  
the  b ro a d  s p e c t r u m  of Republican 
vo te rs ,” K rom er  sa id.  “H erm an  Cain 
h a s  g a ined  m o m e n tu m  in  t e rm s  of 
appea l  an d  favorabil ity, however he 
s e e m s  to lack the  e lec tab i l i ty  factor.’

Betty Morgan,  a s soc ia te  p ro fesso r  
of poli t ical  science, is skep t ica l  about  
how m u c h  is rea l ly  def in i t ive  at th i s  
point .  A lthough  she  ag rees  th a t  the re  
a re  f r o n t r u n n e r s ,  she know s the re  
is a lways the  poss ib i l i ty  of an o th e r  
en t ran t .  But she  does  acknow ledge the  
ene rgy  b e h in d  th e  Perry  candidacy.

“Very honestly , (Perry) is a fabu lous  
p r im a r y  can d id a te ,” she said. ‘ I don  t 
know  if h e ’s the  Republicans bes t  
choice for the  genera l  election. That s 
so m e th in g  th e y ’re going to work out
on th e i r  own."

A no the r  cand ida te  in the  r u n n in g  
is Michele Bachm ann,  who s ta r t e d  out 
s t ro n g  when she won the  Ames Straw 
Poll, a p res iden t ia l  poll ta k en  by Iowa 
Republicans,  but is now losing favor. 
But i t ’s too early for pol l ing  to be 
re levant ,  Morgan said. ^

“Polling at th i s  point  probably  isn  t 
even indicative," she said. “Does it 
po in t  rea l ly  to an y th in g  th a t ' s  going 
to be re levant?  It’s unlikely."

A lthough  B achm ann  is losing 
suppo r t ,  she will s t il l be a ro u n d  for a 
while longer, Morgan said.

“I t h i n k  i t ’s likely th a t  B achm ann  
and  Ron Paul may be a ro u n d  for a 
while because  it d o e s n ’t cost th e m  
very m uc h  to be  out there ,"  Morgan 
said. “They are  m a k in g  it com plica ted  
for Perry  and  Romney because  they 
can bring  up  d i f f icu l t  top ics .”

If B achm ann  w an ts  to be a m ajor  
contender ,  she needs  to  focus  on 
recap tu r in g  the  m a jo r i ty  of the  Tea 
Party  vote, Kromer sa id.  Current ly ,  
she is sp l i t t ing  it w ith  Rick Perry.

In t e rm s  of the  c u r r e n t  presidency, 
Obam a is vu lne rab le ,  Morgan said. 
The nex t  several  m o n th s  will be 
ex trem ely  im p o r ta n t ,  a n d  w h a t ’s
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going to m a t te r  is w h e th e r  th e re  is 
any p ro g re ss  on  th e  jo b s  bill w ith  
Congress ,  if  th e re  is c la r i ty  ab o u t  
the  econom ic  s i tua t ion  in Europe  an d  
w he the r  th e re  is any ty p e  of n a t io n a l  
em ergency.

While the  D em ocra t ic  P a r ty  
w orks  on  s tay ing  in  good  favor, 
the  Republican Par ty  is w ork ing  on 
es tab l i sh in g  an  identity ,  Morgan sa id .

“What b r a n d  of r e p u b l ic a n i s m

it w a n t s  to  c l a im  is  go ing  to be as 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a n d  as  im portan t  as 
w h ic h  c a n d i d a t e  ge ts  nominated, 
or ev en  m a y b e  w h ic h  candidate 
w in s , ” sh e  sa id .  “At th e  end of this 
c a m p a ig n ,  th e  R e p u b l ic a n  Party is 
go ing  to  b e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  changed. 
T h e i r  d e c i s io n  a b o u t  w h ich  way they 
go is go ing  to  p u t  t h e m  on a different 
t r a j e c to ry  p ro b a b ly  for the next 
d e c a d e .”

Voter ID bill vetoed by Perdue, challenges continue
Kassondra Cloos
News Editor

Recent cases  of voter fraud tha t  
have com e to  light in N orth  Carol ina 
have rek in d le d  the  fight to o ve r tu rn  
Gov. Bev P e rd u e ’s veto of a voter 
iden t i f ica t ion  bill  p ro p o sed  in  the 
sp r ing.

The bill, p ro p o s e d  by Reps. Ric 
Kil l ian, David Lewis an d  Tim Moore, 
would  have re q u i re d  all vote rs  to 
p re sen t  pho to  iden tif ica t ion  at the

polls  and  was vetoed by Perdue over  
the  s u m m e r  on the  g ro u n d s  it would  
have preven ted  open  access to voting.

“1 was happy  she vetoed it," said 
George Taylor, p ro fesso r  of poli tical 
science at Elon University. “1 d o n ’t see 
a need  for it. It’s ju s t  an o th e r  way to 
keep people f rom  voting."

In a p rev ious  interview. Rep. 
Kil l ian sa id  voter f raud  was the 
p r im ary  m ot iva t ion  b e h i n d  the  bill. 
Inves t iga t ions  were  recen t ly  filed 
ag a in s t  four  ind iv idua ls  for voter

fraud,  b u t  it is la rgely  n o t  a p ro b lem  
in  N orth  C aro l ina  acco rd ing  to Taylor.

“We m u s t  a lways be  v ig i lan t  
in  p ro te c t in g  th e  in teg r i ty  of 
ou r  e lections,"  Perdue  sa id  in  a 
s t a te m e n t  r e g a rd in g  th e  veto.  “But 
r e q u i r in g  every  vo te r  to p re s e n t  a 
gove rn m en t- is su ed  p h o to  ID is no t  
the  way to  do it. T h is  bi l l,  as w r i t ten ,  
will u n n e c e s s a r i ly  a n d  u n fa i r ly  
d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  m a n y  el ig ible and  
leg i t im ate  voters ."

If the  bill h a d  p a s s e d ,  th o se

w i th o u t  p h o to  id e n t i f ic a t io n  would 
have  b e e n  able  to  ac q u i re  IDs from 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t  f r e e  of charge. But 
ta k in g  t im e  o u t  of w ork  or finding 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  to  th e  coun ty  board 
of e l e c t io n s  c o u ld  have  presenteiJ a 
ch a l len g e  for  t h o s e  w i th o u t  readily 
ava i lab le  m e a n s  of  t ranspor ta t ion .

“T h e re  w as  a t im e  in  N or th  Carolina 
h is to ry  w h en  th e  r ig h t  to vote was 
en joyed  on ly  by  s o m e  c i t izens  rather 
t h a n  by  a l l ,” P e rd u e  sa id .  “That time 
is  p a s t ,  a n d  we s h o u l d  no t  revisit it."

First LIFE@ELON session 
focuses on gifts of later life
Nick Zanetti
Senior Reporter

John  Sull ivan, a fo rm er  Elon 
p h i losophy  professor ,  p resen ted  
the  f i rs t  sess ion  of th e  LIFE(®ELON 
p ro g ra m  last  week, a non-cred i t  
educa t iona l  p ro g ra m  for a lu m n i  and  
f r iends  of Elon w ho are  50 years  of 
age or older. The f i rs t  sess ion  was 
ca l led  Welcoming the  Gifts of Later 
Life; Lessons

“Aging is not decline, but 
relaxing into something 
deeper. We tend to 
think of life stages only 
in chronology, not in 
purpose.”

-John Sullivan 
FORMER PHILOSOPHY 

PROFESSOR AND LECTURER AT 
LIFEOELON

f rom  A u tu m n  
an d  Winter.

S u l l i v a n  
ta u g h t  for 36 
years  at Elon.
He has  w r i t ten  
four  books,
one of which 
is specifically  
abou t  the
ben e f i ts  of ag ing 
an d  the  g if ts  of 
la ter  life.

While Dot 
Lindley said 
she  had  m any
re a s o n s  for a t ten d in g  the  fi rs t  session 
of LIFE(®Elon, one of the  th in g s  
she  was m os t  excited about  was the 
p resen te rs .

“When I saw who the  p resen te rs  
were, 1 knew  I w anted  to a t tend ,” 
Lindley said.  “1 ad m ire  th e m  all so 
much.  Elon does eve ry th ing  so well, I 
knew  th i s  p ro g ram  would  be special."

D uring  the  lesson, Sullivan 
p re s e n te d  the  va r ious  s tages of life 
as  they  were u n d e rs to o d  in ancient 
India , w here  every stage of life had  a 
pu rpose .

“Aging is not decline,  but re lax ing  
in to  so m e th in g  deeper ,” he said. “We 
te n d  to t h i n k  of life stages only in 
chronology,  not in  pu rpose .  In ancient 
India, each s tage of life h ad  a task."

Lindley said  Sull ivan’s p resen ta t ion  
was pa r t icu la r ly  re levant to  he r  own

stage in  life.
“The th ings  tha t  John  ta lked  

abou t  gave me such peace and  
u n d e rs ta n d in g ,” she said.

A nne  M aynard  was an o th e r  
p a r t ic ip an t  in the  f i rs t  session.  She is 
an  Elon a lu m n a  who grew up  in  the  
town of Elon, ju s t  a few s t ree ts  from 
where the  session took place in  the  
Jo h n s to n  Hall A lum ni  Center.

“I love the  way th a t  J o h n ’s s torie s 
pu t  h is  m essage  in to  focus . He’s such 

a g rea t  speaker ,” 
M aynard  said.

A no the r  p a r t  of 
Su ll ivan’s speech  
cen te red  on the  ta sks  
of g r a n d p a re n ts .  He 
said  g r a n d p a re n ts  
can  use  th e i r  b road  
perspec t ive  to  “keep 
the  big th in g s  big 
and  the  l i t t le  th in g s  
little." He also  said  
tha t  g ra n d p a r e n t s  
encourage  creat ivi ty  
in  young  people.

“The youngs te r  
going th r o u g h  the  f i rs t  love and  f i rs t  
be t raya l  th in k s  th a t  the i r  whole world 
has  collapsed, but e lders  know  tha t  
they will f ind  new love, they will live 
th r o u g h  betrayal,"  Sull ivan said.

M aynard  said the  ta lk  he lped  her  
pu t  th in g s  in  perspective .

“I feel like I have ga ined  a way of 
accepting  changes  in  life, and  how 
1 can use  changes  to help o the rs ,” 
Maynard  said.

Sull ivan also  said  the  t r an s i t ion  
in to  e lde rhood  is one shou ld  be r e 
im ag ined ,  an d  la ter  s tages of life are 
poorly  u n d e r s to o d  in to d a y ’s cu h u re .

The LIFE(giElon p ro g ram  will 
fea tu re  11 m ore  sess ions  th i s  fall. 
Because of ove rw he lm ing  re sponse  
an d  par t ic ipa t ion ,  th e re  will a lso  be 
an  add i t iona l  12 sess ions  taugh t  in 
the  spring.
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