
N E W S t h e  PENDULUM

P A G E  2 / / WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28. 2011 g  — I - .  J  ^  Z J."

Memory of late instructor preservedthrougj^^
Kassondra Cloos
News Editor

A bench  was dedicated last week in 
m em o ry  of Melody van Lidth de Jeude, 
a faculty  m em ber  in the School of  
C om m u nicat ions  w h o se  death over the  
su m m er  cam e as a surprise  to the Elon 
com m unity .  Van Lidth de Jeude taught  
approxim ate ly  one-f if th  of the current  
s tudent  bo d y  through  her many  
se c t io n s  o f  public  sp eak in g  and other  
c ourses ,  according to Paul Parsons,  
dean of  the School of Com m unications .

“We rem em ber  Melody always  
wear ing  a sm i le ,” Parsons said. ‘ She 
was a wonderfu l  teacher, and we m iss  

her.”
Janet Fuller, un iversity  chaplain,  

gave an o p e n in g  statem ent and a 
c lo s in g  prayer at the dedication. Philip 
van Lidth de Jeude, her husband, and 
a former s tudent both  spoke of her  
pos it ive  impact.  Parsons read quotes  
from m em bers  o f  the  Elon c o m m unity  
w ho su bm itted  m em ories  of Melody, 
and her genu in e  hap p iness  and care for 
others  were co m m o n  them es.

‘“1 never heard her say 'hate' 
in  any context ,”’ said Parsons,  
quoting  A nthony Hatcher, professor  
of  c om m unicat ion s .  ‘“Even to say, 
innocuously ,  ‘1 hate Mondays.’"

Sophom ore Jordan Only, who took

public sp eak in g  with van Lidth de  
Jeude, said she and other s tudents  
referred to her as ‘‘Hey Melody. She 
had the  power to get s tu dents  excited  
for class,  even sec t ions  at 8 a.m., and  
took the t im e to connect  with every  
student,  according to Only.

“Hey Melody was w il l in g  to enforce  
the stereotype  that at Elon, you re not  
just  a number,” Only said.

The dedicated bench  is  outs ide the  
McEwen School of  Com m unications .  
Philip van Lidth de Jeude said h is  son  
told h im  a bench was a very f itt ing way  
to keep h is  m o ther ’s spirit in the m inds

of others.
“‘Mom always loved to sit on  a bench  

outside,  watch the people go by, th ink  
about what she w as  doing,  say hello  to 
whoever  stopped to say hello ,’” Philip 
van Lidth de Jeude quoted h is  son. “1 
th ink  I can truly say that even when  she  
d id n ’t know  it yet. Melody was all about 
com m unication  and she was all about  

teaching.”
Van Lidth de Jeude’s fam ily  often  

joked she had “B pos it ive” blood, Philip 
van Lidth de Jeude said, because  it was  
cha l leng ing  to get her to be  negative  
about anyone or anything.

“She always wanted to remain  
upbeat, even right to the end ,” he 
said. “I’ll tell you, the last couple  of  
m onths,  she just  w anted to m ake sure
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A bench was given in van Lidth de Jeude’s honor.

she f in ish ed  the sem ester ,  she w an ted  
to m ake  sure  she f in ish ed  what she  
w a s doing with her students .  But she  
d id n ’t w ant anybody to kn ow  what w a s  

hap pening .”
Van Lidth de Jeude's p a s s io n  for Elon 

and her stu dents  was a lways am azing ,  
Philip van Lidth de Jeude said, and
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Phillip van Lidth de Jeude spoke fondly of his wile,

he th a n k e d  the  Elon community fo r 
p r o v id in g  m e a n in g  to her life and 
o f fer in g  the ir  su pp o rt  in  recent months.

“She p a s s e d  away feeling that she 
ha d  a c c o m p l i sh e d  what she  had set out 
to  do ,” he  sa id .  “A n d  le t ’s face it, guys, 
that  is  p er h a p s  th e  best  thing that 
a n y b o d y  c a n  fee l .”

Sophomore Jo rd an  O n ly , who took montns, sne ju s i wam eu ------------- I  •  I

Communications professor wms third Emmy
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Katherine Blunt
Reporter

The a n n u a l  Em m y Awards  
c e r e m o n y  a c k n o w le d g e s  that one  
o f  th e  g rea te s t  m e a s u r e s  o f  su cc e ss  
i s  r ec o g n i t io n .  E xceptional talent,  
that  w h ic h  r a is e s  th e  a lready  e li te  
s t a n d a r d s  o f  th e  t e le v i s io n  production  
ind ustry ,  is  awarded.

R e d e f in in g  “th e  b e s t ” is  by 
no m e a n s  easy ,  but Max Negin,  a 
c o m m u n i c a t io n s  professor  at Elon 
U niversity ,  w a s n ’t daunted  by  the  
pro sp ec t .

N eg in  was recen t ly  aw arded  an  
Em m y for h i s  p r o d u ct io n  work at the  
Vancouver O lym pics,  the  th ird  o f  h i s  
career.

N eg in  star ted  w e a v in g  h i s  vast  web  
of  contacts  as  an  u n d erg ra d u a te  at 
Rowan U niversity  and  b eg a n  w o rk in g  
at ESPN after graduation .

“The way to get m o st  o f  th e se  jo b s  
is  the  ne tw o rks  that  y o u  b u i ld  w h ile  
y o u ’re in s c h o o l ,” N eg in  sa id .  “The  
pr o fe sso r s  are great and  have  great  
c o n n e c t io n s ,  but I got m o st  o f  m y  jo b s  
t h r o u g h  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  c la s sm a te s  
or co-w orkers .”

A contact  at ESPN h e lp ed  se c u r e  
Negin  a p o s i t io n  at Com cast  Sports  
Network, w h ich  he he ld  for a br ief  
t im e  be fo re  t e a ch in g  at C am den  
C ounty  T ech n ica l  School  in New  
Jersey. He m a d e  h is  n a m e  k n o w n  by  
fr ee la n c in g  w h ile  w ork ing  fu l l - t im e  
as a teacher.

Not long  after  N eg in  b e g a n  co ver ing  
sp o r ts  g a m e s  w ith  local  b ro a d ca s t in g  
s ta t io n s ,  Jon S lobotk in ,  the  producer  
for the  P hiladelphia  Phi l l ies  at the  
t im e ,  ca l led  N eg in  and ask ed  h im  to  
learn  a new  ta p e le s s  record ing  sy s tem

c a l le d  Ecriture Video S im ulation ,  EVS. 
Of the  three  m en  charged  w ith  the  
task ,  N eg in  w as  the  on ly  one  able to  
m aster  th e  s k i l l s  needed .

“I learned  ho w  to run the  m a c h in e ,  
ca l led  an Elvis, by  tr ial and  error,  
a sk in g  q u e s t io n s  and  h a v in g  a rea lly  
pat ient  producer ,” N eg in  said.

S lobotk in  th e n  a sk ed  N eg in  to  
travel w ith  the  tea m  to cover  b o th  
h o m e  and away g a m e s ,  a p r o p o s i t io n  
he  eagerly  accepted .  The p r o d u ct io n  
tea m  he  jo in e d  w a s  aw arded  an Em m y  
for i ts  coverage  of  the  last  P h i l l ie s  
g a m e  at the  V eterans  S tad iu m  Sept.  
28, 2003 .

“D o in g  that  p a r t icu la r  s h o w  w as  
an ho n o r ,” sa id  S lo b o tk in ,  n o w  vice  
p r e s id e n t  and  e x e c u t iv e  produ cer  at 
C o m ca st  Sports  Group. “M ax’s e f forts  
w ere  e x tra o rd in a ry .  W ithout all  the  
s k i l l s  he  bro ug h t ,  n o  o n e  w o u ld  have  
r e c o g n i z e d  that  as  the  a w a rd -w in n in g  
show. In all  th e  g a m e s  I’ve  w orked  and  
all  th e  p la c es  I’ve  traveled .  I’ve  never  
w orked  w ith  a n y o n e  as sk i l l ed  as Max 
at the  EVS p o s i t io n .  There is  no b o d y  
better  th a n  h i m .”

D esp ite  h is  d e m o n s tr a te d  ta len t  as  
an EVS operator, N eg in  later sw itc h e d  
to  a m ore  s ta t io n a r y  job  w o rk in g  in  
p r o m o t io n s  at FOX Philadelphia .

“P rom otion  is  to ta l ly  d i f feren t  
from  do in g  v id e o ,” he sa id .  “It’s a 
hybrid b e tw e en  sa le s  and new s .  It w a s  
a t im e  to learn m ore  e d i t in g  s k i l l s  
and m ore  s tory  te l l in g  s k i l l s . ”

D u ring  h i s  f irst  year at FOX, Negin  
w a s  n o m in a te d  for an E m m y for 
ed it in g ,  and  d u r in g  h i s  s e c o n d  year, 
he w a s  awarded an Em m y for w r it in g  
p r o m o t io n a l  a n n o u n c e m e n ts .

“The award is  in d iv id u a l  by nam e,  
but I d id n ’t do  it (by m y se l f ) ,” N eg in
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Max Negin, assistant professor in the School of Communications, was awarded his third Emmy 
for his work as part of the NBC studio production team during the 2010 Olympic Winter Games.

sa id .  “One o f  the  keys  (to su c c e s s )  is  
b e in g  able to  w ork w e l l  w i th  o th e r s .  
It’s one  o f  the  b ig g e s t  sk i l l s  y o u  have  
to lea r n .”

W hen the  m a n a g e m e n t  s t r u c tu r e  
at FOX c h a n g e d ,  N eg in  b e c a m e  
th e  bro a dca st  c o o rd in a to r  for the  
P hilad elp h ia  7 6 e rs  a nd  a l so  sp e n t  
t im e  e d i t in g  for HBO. A c o n n e c t io n  
t h r o u g h  that jo b  la n d e d  N e g in  a 
p o s i t io n  w ith  NBC, c o v er in g  th e  
2 0 0 6  U.S. Open.  He th e n  ha d  th e  
o p p o r tu n i ty  to serve  as th e  d ig i ta l

r ep la y  o p e r a to r  d u r in g  the  Olympics 
in  b o th  B e ij ing  a n d  Vancouver with 
NBC. W ith h i s  p r o d u c t io n  team in 
V an cou ver ,  N e g in  w a s  awarded his 
t h i r d  E m m y,  a tr ib u te  to his work 
e t h ic  a n d  a b i l i ty  to  w ork with others.

“You d o  h a v e  to have  talent to 
s u c c e e d ,  w i t h o u t  q u e s t io n .  But how 
y o u  p r e s e n t  y o u r s e l f  and  how you act 
in  a g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  m akes  a huge 
d i f f e r e n c e , ” N e g i n  sa id .  “In the long 
run ,  i t ’ll c a tc h  u p  w i th  you if  you  re 
not  ab le  to g e t  a lo n g  w ith  others.
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Want to start a new television show 
with The Pendulum? Attend our interest 

meeting for The Swing, at 5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 28 in The Pendulum office.

For more information email Chris Bosal< 

atcbosak@elon.edu
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