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Not your average museum:
Former thrift store provides creative opportunities

^g]lye Colemsn
Reporter

E l s e w h e r e  C ollabora t ive  is 
said to be a l iv ing m u s e u m ,  
a space in w h ich  v is i to r s  are  
invited to create ,  ex p lo re  an d
c o l l a b o r a t e .

“We l i k e  to say that  
when you enter  the  space, 
you activate the m u se u m ,” 
said Chris topher Kennedy, 
E ls ew h ere ’s education
curator.

Located in  downtown 
G r e e n s b o r o ,  Elsewhere
provides a un ique opp o r tu n i ty  
for creativity and curiosity.

The walls are packed with 
shelves of fabric, books  and 
action figures, i tems collected 
by Sylvia Gray, the  former 
owner who used  the  three- 
story space as a th r i f t  store. 
After she passed  away in  1997, 
her grandson ga thered  with 
several a r t i s ts  to t ransfo rm  
the space into a location 
for ongoing, collaborative 
projects.

According to Kennedy, 
Elsewhere is all about “mixing 
things together and us ing  our 
collective knowledge.” The 
museum’s var ious init iatives,  
such as employing a r t i s ts  in 
residency, in te rn sh ip s  and 
school p rograms,  reflect the 
staff’s goal to serve as an 
outlet for the  creativity  of 
others.

Having vis ited Elsewhere 
with a group of friends,  jun io r  
Ellie Erickson descr ibed  the 
museum as eclectic. She sa id  
she was cur ious  from the 
moment she s tepped  inside.

“1 was immediate ly  
interested in learn ing  more,” 
she said. “Everyone inside 
seemed to be very ar t i s t ic .”

Visitors are able to in teract  
with the space itself. The 
confess-a-torium, an enclosed 
booth with jo u rn a l s  and 
pens, is the spo t  for visitors 
to confess the ir  sins  or read 
the sins of others,  w ri t ten  in a 
Post Secret-like fashion.

Every nook and  cranny  of 
the space is m ean t  for visitor 
interaction.

Not only is one invited to 
create and explore, vis i tors 
are also encouraged to read 
one of the h u n d r e d s  of books 
lining the shelves.

“1 like how all the  books  
are co lor-coordinated ,”
Erickson said. “It a lmost feels 
like it ’s ar twork.”

The m use um  recently  
received a city gran t  to place 
solar panels  on the  roof of 
the building, and  according 
to Kennedy, the s ta ff  hopes  to 
set up a solar charg ing  sta t ion 
outside of the m useum ,  which 
will allow ind iv iduals  to 
charge electronic  devices as 
they learn about solar energy.

At 8 p.m. Each Friday, 
Elsewhere h osts  various

events, from dinner  parties 
and open houses to sidewalk 
lectures  and performances, 
large windows opening out 
to the sidewalk to create a 
small  stage. The museum

programs for 
groups and

with all the 
Kennedy

also  features 
individuals,  
schools.

“We work 
major  univers i ties,” 
said.

They provide tours and 
workshops, and accept 
in te rns  from colleges across 
the country.

Samm Rohrborn,  an Elon 
senior from New Hampshire,  
served as an operations in tern 
at Elsewhere last sum m er  as 
one of 20 in te rns  the m useum  
hosted  th is  year. After 
working at the front desk, 
helping with public relations 
efforts  and t rans la t ing  many 
advert is ing materia ls  from 
English to Spanish, she says a 
visit to the m useum  is a great 
idea for any student.

“Elsewhere is a place 
where you can completely 
im m erse  yourself  and relax 
in  a creative and  playful 
environm ent ,” Rohrborn said. 
“It is encouraged for visitors 
to make the ir  own scu lp tures  
or design art projects."

The arti st- in-residency 
program  is an im portan t  
facet of the m useum. Artis ts  
f rom all over the country  
and various p a r t s  of the 
world come to Elsewhere to 
par t icipate  in what Kennedy 
calls an  “experient ial  
residency.” The a r t i s ts  stay 
for five to six weeks,  creating 
projects  and  pieces tha t  use 
Elsewhere as a pla tform.

“A lot of s tuden ts  at Elon 
often forget how to play,” 
Rohrborn  said. “Many are not 
in touch with the ir  creativity.”
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Artists-in-residence create works from the thrift store finds that pack the downtown Greensboro building.
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The confess-a-torium is one of the 
many ways visitors can interact with 
the art at Elsewhere Collaborative.
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Elsewhere offers internships and school programs to match its mission of creativity and obtaining knowledge.

Plaid festival celebrates Alamance’s patterned ties
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The endless  row of pla id  flags ado rn ing  
the quaint,  coun try  res idences  caught  the 
eye of passers-by th i s  pas t  Saturday.

On Oct. 1, the  5th A nnual  Plaid Day 
Festival was held on the  baseba l l  field beh ind  
Alamance Lutheran  Church in  the  vil lage of 
Alamance.

Plaid Day celebrates the  fact tha t  Alam ance 
was the  home of the E.M. Holt Mill, which was 
the f irs t  place to m a n u fa c tu re  pla id  p ro d u c ts  
south  of the Potomac River.

Activities for ch i ld ren  were set up in  a 
row, including a m oon bounce  gu a rd e d  by a 
purp le  dragon  and a dodgeball  bounce  filled 
with chaotic squea ls  of excitement.

Big Time Party  pe r fo rm ed  a var ie ty  of 
music from Motown to d isco  to classic rock 
while festiv^l-gpers l i s tened  in. Some ,even

line d anced  to the  so u n d  of the  band.
Local vendors  and  c ra f te r s  had b o o th s  set 

up  in  the  area be tween  the  moon bounces  
and  the  musica l  pe r fo rm ance .

Naydine Sharpe m akes  jewelry  made from 
po ta toes  as a hobby and  sold it at the festival.  
Sharp  sa id  she got the  idea for po ta to  jewelry 
f rom a f r iend  and  decided to t ry  m ak ing  
some of her  own.

Kathleen Horner,  a sen ior  at Southern  
A lam ance  High School, was ra is ing  money for 
Kopper Top, a local nonprofi t  o rgan iza t ion  
b en e f i t t in g  people th ro u g h  an im al  therapy, 
by se ll ing  hom em ade  dog t rea ts .  The 
f u n d ra is e r  was a pa r t  of H o rn e r ’s sen ior  
project.  D uring  her  project ,  she vo lun teered  
with Kopper Top and  took some of the 
a n im a ls  to visi t a sen ior  c i t i z e n ’s home.

The m ajor i ty  of the  people who a t tended  
the  festival don n ed  plaid ,  showing  the i r  
sp if i t  in ,ce lebra t ion  o f  Plaid Day.  ̂ , i,


