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JU L IA  SA Y E R S 1 S ta f f  P h o l o g r a p h e r

Despite El Centro’s success, demand 
for more language centers is low

th e  p e n d u lu m

Plan to increase 
campus diversity 
still in early stages

Natalie Allison
Senior Reporter

Every weekday at Elon, 
Carlton 114 is b u zz in g  with 
people speak ing  Spanish. El 
Centro  de Espanol, Elon’s only 
language center,  serves as 
b o th  a hom e for native Spanish 
speakers  at the  un iversi ty  and  
a place for s tu d en ts  of the 
language to come and  practice 
the ir  conversational skills and  
lea rn  about Hispanic  culture .

When El Centro was 
estab lished  13 years  ago, Elon 
s tu d en ts  w eren’t requ ired  to 
take a foreign language. But 
now tha t  the  foreign language 
req u i rem en t  has been 
im plem en ted  at Elon, s tuden ts  
have m ore  op tions and  are 
t ry in g  out classes like Arabic 
an d  M andar in  Chinese — but 
th e re ’s no language center 
com parab le  to  El Centro, where 
they can  prac t ice  speaking and 
lea rn  about the  cul tu re  from 
natives.

“The whole dynam ic  of 
El Centro is d ifferent (from 
the classroom)," said  Sylvia 
Munoz, d irec to r  of El Centro. 
“You can’t really teach any 
foreign language apa r t  from 
the  culture .  Language is p a r t  
of the  cu l tu re  or cu l tu re  is p a r t  
of the  language. Any way you 
w ant to see it.”

A lthough Munoz said she 
f irm ly  believes the  only way to 
effectively lea rn  a language  is to 
be  a ro u n d  native speakers  and  
be im m ersed  in  the  cu l tu re ,  the 
possibil ity  of b u i ld ing  centers 
for less spoken  languages  at

Elon seem s unrealis tic .
“I w ould  love if they could 

have places like th is  for every 
single language,” she said. “But 
1 do rea l ize  tha t  the  university  
h as  to pu t  a lot of effort and 
money into a place like this, 
and  the  only way it has  been 
able to survive is the  num bers .  
If th e re ’s no t enough  dem and  
to jus t i fy  expenses,  then  
th ey ’re not going to be able to 
do it.”

Woody Pelton, dean  of 
in ternat ional p rogram s,  said 
there  have been conversations 
about creating o ther  language 
centers at the university, but 
no p lans would be in  place for 
such estab lishm en ts  without 
significant s tuden t dem and.

“1 don’t know  tha t we 
would ever be able to replicate 
El Centro for the d ifferent 
languages on cam pus,” he 
said. “I ju s t  d on’t th in k  th a t ’s 
feasible. But we do w ant to be 
supportive of o ther  languages.”

Pelton sa id  organiza tions, 
conversation  tables and  o ther  
outle ts  a re  all available for 
s tu d en ts  s tudy ing  various 
languages  at Elon. But, 
the re  are  cu rren t ly  no o the r  
p ro g ram s  th a t  offer incentives 
for s tu d e n ts  who sp en d  a la rge 
am o u n t  of t im e  le a rn ing  about 
the  language  ou ts ide  of class, 
as El Centro  does. S tudents  
who log 140 h o u rs  in  El Centro 
d u r in g  a s p a n  of two years  
e a rn  a free p lane  ticket to  a 
Spanish-speaking  country.

Beyond the  incentive of 
ea rn ing  tr an sp o r ta t io n  to 
experience  Hispanic  cu l tu re

firs thand ,  some s tu d en ts  say 
they believe tha t  t im e  spen t at 
El Centro, and  being  a ro u n d  
natives so often, im proved 
the ir  speak ing  abilities and  
taught them  m ore  about the 
cu l tu re  th a n  what could be 
learned in  a textbook.

“I th in k  w hat helps El 
Centro succeed so m uch  is the 
fact th e re ’s a p re t ty  respectable  
popula tion  of native speakers  
who come here ,” said ju n io r  
A nthony Phillips-Spencer. 
“I don 't  know  if the re  are 
tha t  m any  natives for o ther  
languages at Elon."

George Guerrero, a 
f r e sh m a n  from  th e  D om inican  
Republic, said  th e  13 or 14 
native Spanish  speakers  who 
spend  a good deal of t im e  at 
El Centro f ind  solace in  having 
a place w here they can share  
com m onalit ies  w ith  o the r  
Latinos.

“We feel like a family,” 
G uerrero  said. “This  is a place 
w here  we can  share  o ur  cu l tu re  
and  tell people who we are.”

T hough  no goals for 
add it iona l language centers 
have been  proposed, Pelton 
sa id  th e  un ive rs i ty ’s p lans 
for the  fu tu re  could affect 
th e  decision. The possibility  
of new general s tud ies  
req u i rem en ts  increasing the 
level of foreign language 
s tud en ts  are req u ired  to  take, 
as well as the  prospec t of the  
In ternat ional Centre moving 
to the  Global Neighborhood in  
North cam pus, could  play a role 
in  w hether  additional language 
centers should  be established.

Hannah DelaCourt
Senior Reporter

One of Elon U n iv e rs i ty 's  
m o s t  e m p h a s iz e d  p r io r i te s  
is e s ta b l i s h in g  a d iv e r s i ty  
p lan ,  w h ic h  is  c u r r e n t ly  in  its 
e a r l ie s t  s tag e s  a f t e r  a s u m m e r  
c o m m it te e  of th e  P re s id e n t ia l  
D ivers ity  C ouncil  a n d  se n io r  
s t a f f  m e m b e r s  w o rk e d  to  
w ri te  th e  f i r s t  d r a f t s .

The p la n  w ill  e s s e n t i a l ly  
e x p a n d  on  th e  f i r s t  th e m e  
of th e  “Elon C o m m itm e n t ,  
w h ich  is a n  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  
c o m m i tm e n t  to  d iv e r s i ty  
a n d  g loba l 
e n g a g e m e n t .”

B r o o k e  
B arne t t ,  the  
s e n io r  fellow 
for d iv e rs i ty  
a n d  g loba l  
e n g a g e m e n t  in  
th e  Office of 
th e  P re s iden t ,  
s a id  she  a n d  
P r e s i d e n t  
Leo L am b er t  
have  s h a r e d  
th e  p la n  w ith  
a c a d e m i c  
a n d  s ta f f  
c o u n c i l s  a n d  
w ill  b e g in  to 
get f e e d b ac k  
f ro m  o th e r  g ro u p s  o n  c a m p u s  
t h r o u g h o u t  th e  fall.

“T h is  p la n  b u i ld s  on  E lon’s 
lo n g s ta n d in g  c o m m i t m e n t  
to  c o m m u n i ty  a n d  c re a t in g  
a c o m m u n i ty  th a t  w a rm ly  
w e lcom es  al l  fu l ly  in to  th e  
life of th e  u n iv e r s i ty ,” she  
said .

While  th e  p la n  is  n o t  fu l ly  
in  p lace  yet, K enn  G aither ,  
a sso c ia te  d e a n  of th e  School 
of C o m m u n ic a t io n s  a n d  a 
m e m b e r  of th e  P re s id e n t ia l  
D ivers ity  C ounc il ,  s a id  a 
n u m b e r  o f  in i t i a t iv e s  a re  
u n d e rw a y  a n d  so m e  a re  
a l re a d y  in  p rac t ice .

As p a r t  of th e  p la n ,  th e  
co u n c i l  is  n o t  on ly  lo o k in g  at 
w h a t  o th e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have  
done, b u t  w h a t  it  n e e d s  to  do  to

in c r e a s e  d iv e rs i ty  and ensure 
it  is  d i f f u s e d  th ro ug ho u t  the 
E lon e x p e r ien ce .  One way 
th e  c o u n c i l  is  doing t h i s  is 

t h r o u g h  re s e a rc h ,  surveys 
a n d  fo c u s  g ro u p s  in  order to 
h e lp  t h e m  f in d  ou t what the 
e x p e r i e n c e  is like  for an Elon 
s t u d e n t .

But G a i th e r  said they 
a r e  lo o k in g  at d iversity  in a 
b r o a d  te rm .

“I t ’s n o t  j u s t  a black and 
w h i te  i s s u e ,” he said, “it's 
a b o u t  s t u d e n t s  who are 
u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d  at Elon, 
l ik e  s t u d e n t s  w ith  different 

r e l i g i o u s  
backgrounds , 
s tu d en ts  with 
d i s a b i l i t i e s  
an d  first- 
g e n e r a t i o n  
c o l l e g e  
s tuden ts .  We 
a re  looking 
broad ly  at all 
of these to 
m ake  the best 
experience we 
can."

G a i t h e r  
a lso  stressed 
th a t  the plan 
c an n o t  work 
solely  from 
th e  top down, 

b u t  it h a s  to  be  something 
th a t  in vo lves  the  whole 
c o m m u n i ty .

T he  c o u n c i l  encourages all 
facu l ty ,  s t a f f  a n d  students 
to  get inv o lv ed  in  the 
d i s c u s s i o n s  th a t  will be held 
in  th e  u p c o m in g  year. Even 
t h o u g h  th e  d is c u s s io n  topics 
m a y  b e  c h a l le n g in g ,  they are 
im p o r t a n t  in  m o v in g  forward 
b e c a u s e  d iv e r s i ty  is such an 
i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  of being an 
E lon s t u d e n t ,  according to 
G a ithe r .

“D iv e rs i ty  is  t ied  to a 
w o r ld v iew  w h e n  lenses are 
w id e  e n o u g h  to  unders tand  
a n d  a p p re c i a te  differences, 
a n d  t h a t  is  a fundam ental 
p a r t  o f  th e  Elon education, 
h e  sa id .

“Diversity is tied to 
a worldview winen 
lenses are wide 
enough to understand 
and appreciate 
differences, and that is 
a fundamental part of 
the Elon education.”

-Kenn Gaither 
MEMBER OF THE 

PRESIDENTIAL DIVERSITY 
COUNCIL

Pelton said, 
are  t ry in g

Mind the Gap: Administration aims to increase study abroad participation
Strategic Plan focuses on global engagement, access for 100 percent of students to gain international experience

to w a rd  th e i r  p ro fe s s io n a l  experience. 
Book sa id .  “If  th e y  j u s t  th in k  about it 
a s  e n r i c h m e n t  in  cu l tu re ,  then  they 
w o n ’t b e  as  e n g a g e d .”

T he  t r e n d s  t h a t  have  b een  found 
for n o t  s t u d y in g  a b ro a d  dur ing  these 
fo cu s  g ro u p s  re f le c t  n a t ion a l  trends, 
P e lton  sa id ,  in c lu d in g  th a t  student 
a th le te s  do  n o t  have  t im e  to study 
a b ro a d  in  th e i r  sch edu les .

“With s t u d e n t  a th le te s  it is a 
c h a l len g e  a n d  we a re  sympathetic, 
Pe lton  sa id . “W hat w e’re  try ing  to do is 
w o rk  w i th  th e  A th le t ic  D e p a r tm e n t  to 
t r y  a n d  d e t e r m in e  w hat t im e  of year is 
b es t .  Maybe we w ill  c rea te  a prograin 
for, say, b a se b a l l .  Since athletes ten 
to  be  c o m m i t te d  for m o s t  of the year, 
th e y  m ig h t  n e e d  th e i r  ow n program.

The I n t e rn a t io n a l  Centre is also 
fo l low ing  th e  new  general stu i 
p r o g r a m  c lose ly  b ec au se  the ® 
a b ro a d  c o u r s e s  m ig h t  meet t o 
r e q u i r e m e n ts ,  Pelton  said.

A su rv e y  will  be  sen t out m ne 
n e x t  few w e ek s  for s tu d en ts  , 
C lass  o f  2012 w ho  have  never stua 
a b ro a d ,  to  f in d  ou t  th e i r  reasons 
n o t  s t u d y in g  ab ro ad .  ,

“We w a n t  to  id e n t i fy  all of 
d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  so then  .
t r y  a n d  he lp  as  m a n y  s t u d e n t s  
a b ro a d  as  p o ss ib le ,” Pelton ' jy 
m a k e s  for a s t ro n g e r  studeiit 
a n d  a m o re  g lob a l  com munity.

Rebecca Smith
Managing Editor

“Why d id  you  no t  s tu d y  a b ro ad ?” 
T h is  is a q u es t io n  th a t  is be ing  asked  
by  m an y  m e m b e rs  of ad m in is t r a t io n  
of th e  s tu d e n t s  w ho have no t  done 
e i th e r  a w in te r  te rm  or sem es te r  
a b ro a d  d u r in g  th e i r  fou r  years  at Elon 
University.

The f i rs t  p o in t  of the  Elon 
C o m m itm e n t  is “an  u n p rece d e n te d  
u n iv e rs i ty  c o m m itm e n t  to  d ive rs i ty  
an d  g lobal e n g agem en t.” The 
a d m in is t r a t io n  is a im in g  for 100 
p e rcen t  of s tu d e n ts  to  have the 
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  travel ab road  d u r in g  
th e i r  s tu d ie s  an d  ex perience  life 
im m e rse d  in  a new cu l tu re .

“We all believe s tud y  ab ro ad  is very 
va luab le ,” said  Woody Pelton, d e a n  of 
in te rn a t io n a l  p ro g ra m s  a n d  d irec to r  
of the  Isabella  C an n o n  In te rn a t io n a l  
Centre. “S tud en ts  w ho go ab road  come 
back  as ch ang ed  for th e  be t ter .  I t ’s 
im p o r ta n t  to ga in  tha t  exp e r ience ,”

Seventy-eight a n d  one h a l f  pe rcen t  
of th e  Class of 2011 s tu d ie d  ab road  
an d  th i s  is typ ica l  of o th e r  recen t 
c lasses ,  as well.

One of th e  h u rd le s  th a t  ex is ts  for 
th e  re m a in in g  28.5 p e rc e n t  of s tu d e n ts  
is money. The In te rn a t ion a l  Centre  
is  t ry in g  to reduce  th e  cost of s tud y  
ab ro ad ,  bu t  th e re  are  l im its  becau se  of

the  cost of qu a l i ty  academ ics ,  h o u s in g  
an d  t r a n sp o r ta t io n .

“We a re  look ing  to  crea te  m ore  
s ch o la rsh ip s ,  b u t  w e’re  no t  the  
only g ro u p  on c a m p u s  t ry in g  to 
ra ise  funds ,"

“We 
to

co llabora te  w ith  
th e  a d v an cem en t 
office to  f ind  
a d d i t i o n a l  
s u p p o r t .”

The c u r r e n t  
s c h o l a r s h i p s  
a re  en o u g h  to 
help  som eone  if 
they  have a lm o st  
en o u g h  funds ,  
bu t  no t s tu d e n ts  
who do no t have 
any  m oney  for 
s tu d y  abroad ,
Pelton said. The In te rn a t io n a l  Centre  
so m etim es  encou rages  s tu d y in g  
a b ro ad  for a sem es te r  b e cause  it is 
less expensive  th a n  Winter Term 
p ro g ram s .

The s tu d e n ts  who are  less 
likely to s tu d y  a b ro ad  a re  m ales,  
a th le tes ,  re s id en ts  of N orth  C arolina, 
p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  Greek Life, m in o r i t ie s  
an d  s tu d e n ts  from  c e r ta in  d isc ip l ines ,  
like p e r fo rm in g  a r t s ,  accord ing  to 
Connie Book, a ssoc ia te  p rovos t for

“We want to identify all of 
these different reasons, so 
then we can try and help as 
many students study abroad 
as possible. It makes for a 
stronger student body and a 
more global community.”

-Woody Pelton 
DIRECTOR OF ISABELLA CANNON 

INTERNATIONAL CENTER

A cadem ic A ffa irs .
The In te rn a t io n a l  C entre  is  w ork in g  

w ith  th e se  academ ic  d e p a r tm e n t s ,  
a th le t ics ,  the  office of G reek Life a n d  
th e  M ult icu l tu ra l  C en te r  to  f in d  ou t 

w h en  th e  b e s t  
t im e  is for th e se  
s tu d e n t s  to s tu d y  
a b ro ad  a n d  w hat 
o b s tac le s  th ey
m ay  have  th a t  
w ou ld  im p e d e  th e  
feas ib i l i ty  of go ing  
ab road .

“S tu d en ts  w ho 
a re  in  th e  m u s ica l  
th e a t re  p ro g ra m  
are  m o re  like ly  to 
no t s tu d y  a b ro a d ,” 
Pelton said.
“They a re  a lways 
a u d i t io n in g  for 
p e r f o rm in g  in  

p ro d u c t io n  d u r in g  the  se m e s te r .” 
There  are  a lso  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  

s tu d y  a b ro ad  in  the  s u m m e r  an d  
d u r in g  W inter Term. But m us ica l  
th e a tre  s tu d e n t s  te n d  to  t r y  a n d  get 
p ro fess io na l  ex pe r ience  d u r in g  th o s e  
t im es .  Book said.

The a d m in is t r a t io n  is s t i l l  t ry in g  
to f ig u re  ou t why m a les  do no t  s tu d y  
a b ro a d  as m uch .

“In focus  g ro u p s ,  m a le s  have 
co m m e n te d  th a t  th ey  w a n te d  it to  cou n t
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