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Rochester senior 
lecturer explores 
art, collaboration
Stephanie Butzer
Senior Reporter

The definition of heroism 
is constantly changing, since 
competitors are judged  on 
their background, nationality  
and personality. Heather 
Layton, a senior lec tu re r  in art 
at the University of Rochester, 
opened the doors to Arts West 
display room and revealed 
how the hero is not always the 
person we think.

Layton’s opening reception 
Nov. 9 wasn’t a showcase of 
sculptures or a hand fu l  of her 
best canvas paintings. Instead, 
she cracked open cans of 
paint and painted  d irectly  on 
the display room walls.  After 
presenting her work, Layton 
invited students to stay and 
paint the room with  her. But 
first, she wanted to explain 
the work she was doing.

“I’ve always been  interested 
in conflict, who is in  conflict, 
why are they in conflict and 
the idea that a lot of it can 
be saved by com munication 
and understanding somebody 
else’s perspective,” Layton 
said.

She said she a im s to provide 
opportunities to un d ers ta n d  
the person whose opinion was 
not supported by the  majority. 
She also wanted s tudents  
to explore the process of 
choosing the ally and  the 
enemy in a conflict, nam ing  
the exhibit “Ally/Enemy."

The walls of the room 
display three conflicts: the 
Los Angeles conflict,  the 
Egyptian revolution and the 
occupation of Ind ian  army 
forces in Nagaland.

“All three of the situations 
are situations where I thought 
I knew who 1 sided with, and 
then within an hour of hearing 
the other person’s perspective,
I switcheti,” Layton said.

The Indian army in 
Nagaland is the main scene. 
This little-known conflict in 
northeast India is between 
Indian army forces and the 
tribal Naga people. India has 
taken over the area by force 
and killed more than 200,000 
Nagas.

“When you’re fighting 
over the land, you’re not just 
fighting over the dirt, you’re 
fighting over all the memory,” 
Layton said.

After the reception, Layton 
did a demo on how she painted 
the room.

“Five or six students stayed 
and actually worked on it,” she 
said.

She had students flow 
in and out of the room to 
contribute to the exhibit 
Nov. 9-10. But the exhibit 
will continue to be open for 
students  to add to unti l  Nov. 
2 2 .

“Some come in and work 
for two hours  and others will 
work for two minutes,” Layton 
said.

The opportunity  to 
contribute to this  collaborative 
project is open to all students, 
not ju s t  art  students.

Layton’s artistic work is not 
solely focused on large-scale 
paintings. She said her next 
project might be a m in ia ture  
painting, while the following 
one might be a sculpture. 
Keeping her work new gives 
her more inspiration to excel.
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Heather Layton painted the display room in Arts West on Nov. 9 and invited students to join her after presenting it.

Ken Hassell, associate art 
professor, acknowledges the 
growth of Layton’s projects.

“She doesn’t just  have this 
kind of single idea, and then 
goes with it no matter what,” 
he said. “She sees that maybe 
the project needs to expand, 
and be more inclusive. She 
alters it, which is a really 
interesting idea.”

Sophomore Elizabeth
Amontette felt inspired by 
Layton’s work.

“1 came in not knowing 
anything, even about 
the artist, so 1 was really 
surprised  and inspired by her 
work," Amonette said. “She 
really cares about the impact 
she has on people that will see 
her  work and their role in her 
installations, or whatever she 
does.”
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Heather Layton painted the walls with three conflicts; the Los Angeles con
flict, the Egyptian revolution and the Indian occupation of Nagaland.

Student Juried Exhibition gives showcasing opportunity
Cassie G r im m
Reporter

The annua l S tudent Jur ied  Art 
Exhibition will open  in  the  Isabella 
Cannon Room in the  Center for the 
Arts Nov. 21 at 5:30. The exhibit is 
organized every year  by the  ART 
380, Professional P ractices class, a 
required course for a r t  majors. The 
exhibition is a way for Elon s tuden ts  
to showcase th e ir  works.

Professional Practices is designed 
to teach ar t  m ajo rs  n ecessa ry  skil ls  
such as des ign ing  websites for the ir  
artwork, applying to na t iona l  a r t  
shows, ru n n in g  an  ar t  exhibition 
and more. This y e a r ’s them e is 
Prospectus.

Natalie Butler, sen ior  a r t  major, 
said the class is  im p o r ta n t  because it 
teaches s tu den ts  “th in g s  tha t  might 
not typically be encoun te red  in a 
studio class, bu t  are  essen tia l  skil ls  
for any ar t i s t .”

This year’s exhib it ion  may cap ture  
a larger audience because of its 
central location on cam pus.

“Honestly, a lot of s tuden t 
exhibitions h ap p e n  in Arts  West, 
which is a bu ild ing  th a t  m ost  s tuden ts  
don’t visit — som e even never at all,” 
Butler said. “So 1 believe tha t  holding 
an exhibition of hand-picked, top- 
notch student work in  the  Center for 
the Arts is the  bes t  way to promote 
the visual a r ts  on ca m p u s .”

An array of creative pieces will be 
on display th is  year. S tudents  may 
subm it  up to th ree  pieces along with 
a $5 entry fee. Senior Laura Brentrup 
"'•11 showcase her  pieces,  including 
plates of ceramic “food.”

“The larger is sues  I am  com m enting 
on surround the  in f luences  of cu l tu ra l  
traditions, r i tu a ls  and  customs 
surrounding food,” Brentrup said, 
for many people, it is slightly b izarre  

*®eing som eth ing  th a t  appears  as

‘real food’ at f irs t  glance, but then  
they realize it is actually  made out 
of clay, po r tray ing  the idea of do we 
really know what we’re eating?”

Brentrup’s pieces, which will be 
displayed buffet-style, include a clay 
ham burger,  fries and  th ree  Italian 
dishes.

Senior JR Riegel will also be 
subm it t ing  ceramic pieces but 
his have a d ifferent focus than  
Bren trup’s.

“I’m subm itt ing  functional ceramic 
work with scu lp tura l  elements,” 
Riegel said. “In one piece, two mugs 
each with an eye will be looking at 
one another. In another, I made the 
opening of a ja r  into a m outh  with a 
p ro trud ing  tongue.”

This yea r ’s exhibition winner 
will be chosen by local ar tis t  Frank 
Russell. As a practicing artist ,  Russell 
will be able to provide feedback to 
those participating. The w inner will 
receive a monetary prize.

“Students and faculty should come 
see the  show for the same reasons that 
anyone a t tends a sporting  event or a 
musical perform ance,” Brentrup said. 
“It is a showcase of skill and talent of 
Elon students .  Additionally, there are 
some really thought-provoking pieces 
that comment on a wide spec trum  ol 
issues

Although the exhibition will be 
displayed th roughout Winter Term, 
the opening reception will be an 
opportun ity  for attendees to interact
with the artists.

“Everyone will be able to ta lk to 
the a r t is ts  and professors t o J ' ^ d  out 
more about each work,” said Riegel. 
“The reception is an o ppo rw n i ty  
to hear about the conceptual issues 
artistically-inclined s tudents  are

d e a l i n g  with." i iKohpiH
The opening reception will be held

at 5:30 p m. in the Isabella Cannon 
Room Nov. 21.
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What: Annual Student 
Juried Art Exhibition

Where: Isabella Cannon 
Room, Center for the Arts

Student artists’ work will be Judged by a local 
artist. The winner will receive a cash prize.
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