
In last year s gam e, A ppalachian S tate University beat the  Phoenix 34-31 despite senior quarterback Scott Riddle throwing for 394 yards and four touchdowns against the top ^ 'rank^ &ountaSneers.

Against ASU, football hopes to 
capitalize on Furman upset

us,” Swepson 
said. “They’re a 
physical football 
team. This is 
going to make 
or b reak  our 
season.”

S w e p s o n  
u n d e r s t a n d s  
the sad h is tory  
for the  Phoenix 
b eh ind  these 
games.

“Going into 
App State, I th in k  
Elon is desperate, 
th i rs ty  for a 
win," he said. “I 
don 't know if it's 
really a rivalry 
for them . It's u s  
try ing  to get tha t 
first conference 
w in  over App. 
State.”

Swepson said 
the  Furm an win 
m akes the  App
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Junior receiver Aaron IVIellette had three touchdowns last year in Boone.
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After a loss at Wofford College pu t 
the Phoenix u n d e r  .500 for the  f irst 
time since its  sea so n -o p en in g  loss at 
V a n d e r b i l t  University, Elon University 
head coach Jason  Swepson w an ted  to 
get back to th a t  m ark .

“I told the  te a m  a f te r  th e  (Wofford) 
game, ‘Let's get to 5-5, a n d  pu t all our 
chips in aga in s t  App,”' he  said.

The w ords p roved  to  be prophetic , as 
the Phoenix defea ted  E u rm an  University  
41-34 Nov. 12. The Pa lad in s  were ra n k ed  
No. 21 in the  Football C ham pionsh ip  
Subdivision an d  h a d  racked  off th ree  
big wins ag a in s t  Wofford, University 
of Tennessee at C ha ttanooga  and  
Appalachian State, who the Phoenix  
play this Saturday  in  R hodes Stadium.

“People d id n 't  expec t u s  to w in ,” 
redshirt sophom ore  R asaun  Rorie said. 
“All week we prac ticed , it ju s t  seem ed 
different. We w an ted  to send  the  sen io rs  
out right."

One of th o se  sen io rs ,  l inebacker 
Joshua Jones, p rov ided  a key play by 
intercepting E u rm an  q u a r te rb ack  
Chris Forcier's f o u r th -q u a r te r  pass  and  
returning it for a to u c h d o w n  to m ake 
the score 41-27.

“Overall it w as j u s t  a g rea t game," 
Swepson said. “For the  f i rs t  t im e  all 
year, the guys w ere  excited for each 
other. We h ad  som e success  early in  the 
game ru n n in g  the  football. That gave us

confidence up  fron t in  calling plays."
For the  f irst t im e  all season, the 

Phoenix  had  a ru n n in g  back ru sh  
for m ore th a n  100 yards. Senior A.J. 
H arris  had  31 carr ies  for 111 yard s  on 
the  g round . Senior Dontay Taylor had 
38 y a rd s  and  a touchdown. Swepson 
p o in ted  to the  overall success of the 
offensive gam e plan.

“When you get off schedule, you 
have to  s ta r t  th row ing  the ball,” he said. 
“The guys cam e out w ith de te rm ina tion  
to  control the  line of scr im m age. It's 
som eth ing  tha t  we ta lked  about all year 
doing.”

Along w ith  o u tru sh in g  the  Paladins 
163-65, Elon was led by jun io r  
q u a r te rb ack  T hom as Wilson, who 
com pleted  20 of 26 passes  for 279 yards 
and  four touchdow ns, two to  jun io r  
wide receiver Aaron Mellette, and  one 
in tercep tion . Wilson w as nam ed  the 
Sou thern  C onference Offensive Player of 
the  Week Monday for h is  perform ance.

“Fle's been  playing at a h igh  level all 
year,” Swepson said of Wilson. “He's a 
g r i t ty  w arr io r  ou t the re  who loves to 
th ro w  the  football and  is not gun-shy."

The Phoenix  will need b o th  sides of 
the  offense w orking Saturday against 
the  No. 9 M ountaineers, who ran k  th i rd  
in  the  SoCon in offensive yard s  per 
gam e an d  po in ts  pe r  game. They have 
also bea ten  Elon in  every gam e the 
te am s have played since the Phoenix 
en te red  the  SoCon in  2003.

“We can’t let th a t  'A' on the  je rsey  beat

State gam e more 
special. It is
Senior Day, and  players such as Harris, 
Taylor, l inebacker Zach Henderson, 
wide receiver D arrius McQueen and 
l inebacker Joshua Jones are  am ong 
the  Elon players playing in the ir  final 
collegiate game. The head coach is very 
confident.

“We're gonna beat them  and we're 
going to do it the right way,” Swepson 
said. “We're going to welcome them  to 
Rhodes Stadium, we're going to lock 
the gates and  we're gonna beat them  
up. We’re going to m ake th is  ou r  bowl 
game, ou r  cham pionsh ip  game, our 
Super Bowl.”

Fans of both teams expected to 
fill stadium in yearly matchup
Andrew Wilson
Reporter

As football s ea so n  en d s  for the 
Phoenix, the  te a m  h as  yet to play one 
of its biggest g am es  of th e  year  aga ins t 
in state conference  rival A ppalach ian  
State University. Since jo in in g  the 
Southern C onference  in  2003, Elon 
hasn't defeated  th e  M oun ta ineers  in  
eight a ttem pts.

Many Elon s tu d en ts  w ant to see tha t 
streak end Nov. 19.

“It would be huge to  beat App State,” 
said junior Brian Sharnsky. “It would 
give us a w inn ing  record  th is  season. It's 
all about respect though . We need a win 
for some respect in  the  rivalry."

Rhodes Stadium  will be packed come 
Saturday when the  M ountaineers, ranked  
No. 9 in the  FCS, visit Elon. The two 
previous hom e gam es against App State 
were sold out, w hich also m arked  the  two 
largest crowds in  Rhodes S tadium  h istory  
with a tu rn o u t  of 13,100 in  2007 and 
14,167 in  2009, said Tripp Pendergast, 
interim athletics ticket m anager.

"If it’s not a sellout, it 
will be very close,” he said. 
Though thousands of tickets have 
already been sold for the upcoming 
game, not everyone in attendance will be 
cheering for the Phoenix.

“(Appalachian State fans) travel very 
Well," Pendergast said. “They have such 
a strong fan base  from  Boone on over to 
the Raleigh-Durham area. A couple of 
years ago, the re  w as a good am ount of

black and  gold in  the stadium, but we’re 
hoping th is  year we can tu rn  tha t around 
and  have a bit more m aroon  and  gold in 
there."

The Elon athletics ticket office has 
taken  m easures to control the am ount 
of Mountaineers fans in the stadium. 
Tickets for the game were made available 
to Phoenix Club members, season ticket 
holders and  faculty and staff m embers 
before tickets were sold to m embers 
of the  Elon and  Boone communities. 
Student tickets have also been set aside for 
the game in hopes that Elon s tudents come 
out in full force to support the home team. 
“We have set aside what we feel is enough 
student tickets in the stands,” Pendergast

said. , ,
Once the seats in Rhodes have been 

claimed, there will be places for students 
in  the  grass seating of the stadium. Many 
tickets for the grassy areas will be set
aside for s tudents.

“One of the big keys for us is to not tu rn  
away a s tudent at the door ju s t  because it 
is such a big t ime atmosphere, a big time 
sam e, and  we want the s tudents to enjoy 
the college experience and this game 
definitely,” Pendergast said.

The game kicks off at 3 p.m. and  it s 
expected to be an intense game for both 
Phoenix and  Mountaineers fans. ^

“It will be a crowded atmosphere, 
Pendegast said. “I know that the two fan 
bases see this game as a huge rivalry, and 
I know they’re going to bring some fans 
in and I know our fans will be ready, 
should be a great day for football.

Men’s Soccer to play Coastal 
Carolina in NCAA tournament

SOCCER from PAGE 1

from ju n io r  forw ard  Jo rd an  Smith 
in the  42nd  and  73rd m in u tes  and  
an o th e r  added  on a pen a l ty  kick by 
ju n io r  m id fie lder Gabe Latigue in  the  
47 th  m inute.

“I th o u g h t  (Sunday) we cam e w ith  
a good gam e plan, 
and  the  p layers 
were execu ting  it 
very well,” Powell 
said. “We passed  
the  ball  well 
aga in s t  a very good 
UNCG team  and  we 
cap ita lized  on our 
chances to get a 
th re e  goal lead."

U N C G , t h  e 
to u rn a m e n t 's  top
seed an d  d e fend ing  cham pion , m ade 
a fu r io u s  com eback a t tem p t,  scoring  
two goals in 60 seconds  late in  the  
second  ha lf  to  cu t the  Phoenix  lead to 
one.

“UNCG, as the  No. 1 seed, never 
gave up, kep t p lay ing  to th e  very  en d ,” 
Powell said. “(They) ac tu a lly  scored  
two p re t ty  good goals th a t  m ade  the  
last p a r t  of the  gam e, the  last e ight 
m inu tes  there ,  a li t t le  m ore  nerve- 
rack ing .”

With the  w in, Elon becom es  only 
the  second No. 6 seed  to  ever w in  the

“I don't believe it. It hasn't hit 
me yet that we won (Sunday) 
and are going to the NCAA 
tournament.”

“It
me
won
and

SoCon to u rn a m e n t  cham p ionsh ip .  The 
w in  gives the  Phoenix  an  au tom atic  
bid to the  College Cup, w hich s ta r t s  
T h u rsd ay  at c am p u s  sites a ro u n d  the  
co u n try  an d  cu lm in a te s  at the  Final 
Four in  Hoover, Ala., Dec. 9-11.

The e lation  still h a s n ’t s u n k  in for 
som e, Smith said.

“(Making the  NCAA to u rn a m e n t  
is) un rea l .  I 
don 't  believe 
it,” Smith said, 

h a sn 't  hit 
yet th a t  we 

(Sunday) 
are  going 

to  the  NCAA 
to u rn a m e n t .” 

Smith was
nam ed  to  the  
A ll-T o u rn am en t  
team , along

w ith  te am m ate s  Latigue and  sen io r  
m id f ie lde r  Nick Millington. M illington 
was a lso  n am ed  the  to u r n a m e n t ’s 
Most O u ts ta n d in g  Player.

With a w in  on T h u rsd ay  ag a in s t  
C oasta l Caro lina , Elon w ould  advance  
to  play the  U nivers ity  of N orth  
C arolina, w h ich  en te rs  the  College Cup 
as  th e  No. 1-ranked te am  in  the  co u n try  
a n d  the  to u r n a m e n t ’s top  seed.

“I th in k  we can  go as far  as we w an t 
to  go,” Sm ith  said. “T h is  te am  h as  all 
th e  sk ill  and  capab ili ties  to  beat any 
te am  in  the  nation ."

-Jordan Smith 
JUNIOR FORWARD


