
PAGE 4 / /  WEDNESDAY. NOVEMBER 16, 2011
NEWS th e  pe n d u lu m

Francis Center near completion, 
physician assistant program in works

JULIA SAYERS | S a n  Ptiolograpner

H ie  Gerald L  Francis Center, which will house Elon's doctorate of physical ttwrapy and master of physician assistant 
studies programs, is currently undergoing renovations, set to be completed by the first of the year.

Natalie Allison
Senior R eporter

On N ew  Y’e a r ’s Eve, th e  
c o m p le te  r e n o v a t io n  o f  the  
G era ld  L. F ran cis  C enter  is  
s c h e d u le d  to  b e  f in i s h e d .  
T he fo r m er  S m ith f ie ld  H am  
b u i ld in g  w i l l  h o u s e  Elon  
U n iv e r s i ty ’s  d o c to r a te  o f  
p h y s ic a l  th e r a p y  a n d  new- 
m a ste r  o f  p h y s ic ia n  a s s is t a n t  
s t u d ie s  p r o g r a m s.

D e m o l it io n  a nd
c o n s tr u c t io n  o f  th e  b u i ld in g ’s 
in te r io r  b e g a n  la s t  O ctober ,  
w h ic h  in c lu d e d  r ep la c in g  
th e  o r ig in a l  b a th r o o m s  
a n d  p ow er , w ater, h e a t in g  
a nd  c o o l in g  s y s t e m s ,  sa id  
N eil B rom ilow , d ir e c to r  
o f  p la n n in g ,  d e s ig n  a nd  
c o n s t r u c t io n  m a n a g e m e n t .

“It s e e m s  l ik e  w e  s ta r ted  
c o n s t r u c t io n  a g e s  a g o ,” 
B ro m ilo w  sa id .  “T he  o n ly

t h in g  th a t  w a s  k ep t  a s  part o f  
th e  o ld  b u i ld in g  w a s  th e  sh e l l
— th e  f lo o r s ,  w a l l s  a n d  roof."

.A pp rox im ately  h a l f  o f  th e
1 5 0 ,0 0 0  sq u a r e  fo o t  b u i ld in g  
w a s  ren o v a ted ,  h e  sa id ,  
in c lu d in g  th e  tw o -s to r y  part  
fa c in g  H aggard  A v e n u e  a n d  a 
o n e -s to r y  p o r t io n  in  th e  back  
o f  th e  b u i ld in g .  B e h in d  th e  
b u i ld in g ,  a p la y in g  f ie ld  w ith  
l ig h t s  h a s  b e e n  c o m p le te d  
for  u n d e r g r a d u a te  s tu d e n t s  
s in c e  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  
a c a d e m ic  year.

B ro m ilo w  sa id  a s e c o n d  
f ie ld  w o u ld  b e  rea d y  n e x t  
year.

Mark .A rcham bault ,
d ir e c to r  o f  th e  n e w  p h y s ic ia n  
a s s is t a n t  p r o g r a m , sa id  th e  
u n iv e r s i ty  h a s  r e c r u ite d  
a n d  h ir e d  s ix  o f  e ig h t  f u l l 
t im e  fa c u l ty  m e m b e r s  for  
th e  n e w  p r o g r a m  a n d  tw o  
p a r t - t im e  m e d ic a l  d ir e c to r s .

U n til  A u g u s t  2 0 1 2 , o n ly  fo u r  
e m p lo y e e s  w i l l  b e  a p a rt  
o f  th e  p r o g r a m ’s f u l l - t im e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  tea m .

T he  u n iv e r s i t y  m u s t  
s t i l l  a p p ro v e  th e  p h y s ic ia n  
a s s is t a n t  p r o g r a m ’s
c u r r ic u lu m ,  t h o u g h
•A rcham bault sa id  th e  S c h o o l  
o f  H ea lth  S c ie n c e s  C u rr icu lu m  
C o m m itte e ,  G raduate
C o u n c il  a nd  th e  U n iv e r s i ty  
C u r r ic u lu m  C o m m it te e
h a v e  a ll  r e c o m m e n d e d  th e  
c u r r ic u lu m  for a p p ro v a l.

T he .A ccred ita tion  R ev iew  
C o m m is s io n  o n  E d u ca t io n  for  
th e  P h y s ic ia n  .A ss is ta n t  w il l  
v is i t  in  May a n d  r ev ie w  th e  
p r o g r a m  in  S e p te m b e r  2012 .

.A rcham b ault  sa id  th e  
a c c r e d ita t io n  is  a m ajor  
p r io r ity  for th e  s c h o o l  b e fo r e  
m o v in g  fo rw a rd .

“T he  p r o g r a m  w i l l  not  
e n r o l l  s t u d e n t s  u n t i l  ARC-

PA p r o v is io n a l  a c c r e d i ta t io n  
i s  o b ta in e d ,” h e  sa id .  “T h is  
e n s u r e s  th a t  a ll  s t u d e n t s  
w h o  e n te r  and  s u c c e s s f u l ly  
c o m p le te  th e  p r o g r a m  are  
e l ig ib le  to  ta k e  th e  P h y s ic ia n  
.A ss is tan t N a t io n a l  C e r t i fy in g  
E x a m in a t io n .”

T he few  fa c u l ty  m e m b e r s  
a lre a d y  p r e se n t  in  th e  
g ra d u a te  p r o g r a m  ha v e  
a lre a d y  b e g u n  w o r k in g  w ith  
u n d e r g r a d u a te  s t u d e n t s  in  
th e  S c h o o l  o f  H ea lth  S c ie n c e s
— s o m e t h in g  A rc h a m b a u lt  
sa id  w o u ld  c o n t in u e  a s  th e  
p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p s .

D ia n e  D u ffy ,  d ir e c to r  o f  
c l in ic a l  e d u c a t io n  for th e  
p r o g r a m , s e r v e s  a s  a c o 
m e n to r  to  an  u n d e r g r a d u a te  
e x e r c i s e  s c ie n c e  m ajor 's  
r e s e a r c h  p r o je c t  o n  p e d ia tr ic  
o b e s i ty ,  a n d  P atti R eagan ,  
p h y s ic ia n  a s s is t a n t  a s s o c ia t e  
p r o fe s so r ,  w o r k s  w ith  th e  
a d v is o r y  c o u n c i l  for  th e  p u b lic  
h e a lth  m ajor  to  c o lla b o r a te  on  
h er  e p id e m io lo g y  r e se a r c h .

“A s th e  p r o g r a m  d e v e lo p s  
a n d  th e  f u l l  c o m p le m e n t  
o f  fa c u l ty  a re  b r o u g h t  o n  
c a m p u s ,  w e ’ll s u p p o r t  a n d  
h e lp  d e l iv e r  s e r v ic e s  to  
u n d e r g r a d u a te  s t u d e n t s
in t e r e s t e d  in  th e  h e a l th  
p r o f e s s io n s ,” A r c h a m b a u lt  
sa id .

T he in a u g u r a l  c la s s ,  w h ic h  
w il l  in c lu d e  38  s t u d e n t s ,  
w il l  b e g in  th e  p r o g r a m  in  
Ja n u a ry  2 0 1 3 . .A rcham b ault  
sa id  a p p l ic a t io n s  w ere  m a d e  
a v a i la b le  O ct. 28 , a n d  th e  
p r o g r a m  r e c e iv e d  m o re  th a n  
6 0  a p p l ic a t io n s  in  th e  f ir s t  
tw o  w e e k s .  T he  s c h o o l  w i l l  
b e g in  c o n d u c t in g  s tu d e n t  
in te r v ie w s  in  J a n u a ry  2012  
u n t i l  a l l  s p a c e s  are  f i l le d .

Alumnus returns to middle school as principal
Grace Elkus 
Senior Reporter

More th a n  20  y ears  after  
graduating  from  th e n -  
Elon College, Greg Holland  
c o n t in u e s  to  b e  su rro u n d ed  
by s tu d e n ts  o n  a d a ily  basis .  
But it i sn ’t co llege  s tu d e n ts  
h e ’s in teractin g  w ith , i t ’s  the  
s tu d e n ts  at W estern M iddle  
School, w h ere  H olland  w as  
recen tly  ap p o in ted  principal.

H olland h a s  l ived  in  Elon 
h is  w h o le  life . He. a ttended  
Elon Elem entary and  W estern  
Middle. He graduated  from  
W estern A lam ance H igh  
School, received  a d egree  in  
ph ysica l education  from  Elon  
a nd  h a s  s in c e  th e n  worked in  
a variety  o f  p o s it io n s  at loca l  
sc h o o ls .

“M> h o m eto w n  is  Elon; I 
grew  up right d o w n  b e s id e  the  
fire  departm ent,"  h e  sa id . “It’s 
sp ec ia l  to  have the  o p p o rtu n ity  
o f  b e in g  pr incipal o f  a m id d le  
sc h o o l  w here  >ou a ttended  
sc h o o l  yourself."

A fter H olland graduated  
from  h ig h  sch o o l ,  h e  served

GREG HOLLAND

in  the  U.S.
M a r i n e  
Corps for 
four years  
b e f o r e  
e n r o l l i n g  
at Elon.
He cred its  
Elon for 
h is  su c c e ss  
in  the  
e d u c a t i o n  
f ie ld  and  
sa id  he
e sp e c ia l ly  app reciates the  
fa cu lty  that h e lp ed  prepare  
h im  for l ife  after  college.

“My p ro fe sso rs  in  the  
education  dep artm en t,  and  
sp ec if ic a l ly  in  the physical  
education  departm ent,
prepared m e by m a k in g  su re  
that w e u n d ers to o d  w hat it 
m eant to b e  a professiona l  
and how m any  l i \  e s  you w ou ld  
im pact if  you  got in to  th is  
profession," H olland said.

Barry B eedle, professor  
o f  ex erc ise  sc ien ce , taught  
H olland in  ex erc ise  
so c io lo g y  20  years  ago. He 
rem em b ers  Holland a s  a qu iet.

c o n sc ie n t io u s  s tu d en t  w h o  
sh o w e d  a lot o f  poten tia l.

“He w a s  an in te ll ig en t  y o u n g  
man," B eedle sa id . “He d id  w ell  
on  te s ts  and  on  a ss ig n m en ts .  I 
kn o w  he has  go n e  th ro u g h  the  
ranks in  the  sc h o o l sy s te m s  
a nd  h a s  b e e n  very su cc e ss fu l,  
so  1 w a s n ’t su rp r ised  to  see  
h is  n a m e  in  th e  paper. T hat’s 
a very p r e st ig io u s  po s it io n  to  
b e  pr incipal o f  W estern Middle. 
I’m  su re  th ey  w ere  lo o k in g  for 
a very g o o d  person."

.After graduating  from  
Elon, H olland worked as a 
p h ysica l ed u cation  teacher  
a nd  a foo tba ll  and baseb all  
coach  for 10 y ea rs  before  
h e  got in to  a d m in is tra tion .  
H olland said  he tra nsitioned  
to  a d m in is tra tio n  so  h e  cou ld  
h a \ e  a p o s it iv e  im pact on  as  
m a n y  k id s  a s  po ss ib le ,  b eca u se  
a s a coach  he felt l im ited  to  the  
re la t io n sh ip s  w ith  th e  p layers  
o n  h is  team .

H olland h a s  m a in ta in ed  
a re la t io n sh ip  w ith  Elon 
U niversity  by w orking  w ith  
a s  man> s tu d en t teach ers  and  
education  m ajors as possib le .

National group pushes fight for student aid
PETITION from PAGE 1
any fu rther  d e c is io n s ,  Murphy  
sa id  Financial P lan ning
ca n n o t d e term in e  w hat the  
exact o u tc o m e s  m ay be.

“We do not yet have any  
ind ica tion  o f  how  m u ch  any  
p o ssib le  c u ts  w o u ld  be, or how 
m a n y  stu d e n ts  w ou ld  n o  longer  
b e  e lig ib le  i f  th e  eligibility  
p aram eters are tightened," he  
said.

D an A n derson , director  
o f  University  R elations, w as

fonvarded  an  em a il  from  
N AlCU about th e  o n l in e  p etit ion  
and m ade su re  an  artic le  w as  
placed on  E-net about the  drive.

So man> s tu d e n ts  receive  
f inanc ia l a id  th ro u g h  federal  
program s, w h eth er  th ey  are  
lo a n s  or grants, a nd  th ey  need  
to  let the ir  state  representatives  
know' that s tu d en t  aid is  
im portant to  them , h e  said.

O ne stu d en t,  fr sh m a n  
Dan Sheehan , i s  an  Elon 
C om m itm en t Scholar and  a lso  
receives the  Pell Grant. He is

a lready ta k in g  out stu dent  
lo a n s  and  sa id  i f  the  Pell Grant 
w ere reduced or done away 
w ith  a ltogether it w ou ld  nearly  
double  the  am ount he w ou ld  
have to  pa \ back after h is  tim e  
at Elon.

But he is  s t i l l  optim istic .
“Well, 1 am  defin ite ly  going  

to  m ake  it work b eca u se  that’s  
h o w  I’ve alway s been , but it 
w ill definitely m ake it hard," 
Sheehan said . “1 am  here on  
scholarsh ip . I am  not w ealthy  
by any  m e a n s  o f  the word, so

Leaping lizards: 
Science grant for 
Elon Academy

it w ill d e fin ite ly  take so m e  
creativity."

N AlCU’s in itia l ex p ecta tio n s  
were exceed ed  m ore th a n  a 
w eek ago in its o n lin e  p etit ion  
drive and are now  c lo s in g  in  on
100 ,000  signatures.

But Pals sa id  NAICU need  
to p a ss  that m ark as so o n  as  
possib le  and  w ith  as m any  
n a m es a possib le .

“The super  co m m ittee  is set 
to deliver its r eco m m en d a tio n s  
by Nov. 23," he sa id . “Students  
need to  act now."

Emily Hines
Reporter

Researchers 
University, the  
North Carolina

TERRY TOMASK

He sa id  he h o p es  h e  can  show  
h is  s tu d e n ts  w hat a p o s it iv e  
ex p er ien ce  h e  h ad  at Elon.

“Elon st i l l  h a s  an im pact  
o n  m e,” he said . “Most k id s  
w il l  kn ow  that I w ent to  
Elon b e c a u se  1 have Elon 
m em orab ilia  all over m y office .  
Even th o u g h  they  are all ju st  
in  m id d le  schoo l,  w e a lready  
start ta lk in g  about co llege, and  
w e w ant k id s  to kn o w  that they  
can go  to co llege.”

A lth o u g h  h is  ap p o in tm en t  
w a s le s s  th a n  a m o n th  ago, 
H olland a lready h a s  p lan s  
for how he w a n ts  to run  the  
schoo l.  He’s determ in ed , he  
said , to  create an a tm osp here  
w here  s tu d e n ts  feel va lued  
and safe , and  w here  tea ch in g  
a nd  learn ing  is  the  m a in  focus  
every  day.

H olland said  h is  m a in  goal  
i s  to  be m a k in g  c o n n e c t io n s  
w ith  k ids.

“W herever there  is a crow d  
o f  k id s, th a t’s w here  I’m  go ing  
to  be," H olland said. “G etting  
in  th e  c la ssr o o m s,  hav in g  
lun ch  in  the cafeteria  and ju st  
ta lk ing  to them."

from Elon 
University of 

at Greensboro 
and the 
U n iv ersity  
of North 
Carolina at 
P em b ro k e  
were given 
S2.7 million 
from the 
N a t i o n a l  
S c i e n c e  
Foundation 
to fund a 
s t a t e w i d e  
p r o j e c t  

Ccdled Herpetology Education in 
Rural Places and Spaces (HERPS).

Elon is u s in g  the grant to 
fun d  a c lass  in herpetology, or 
the study o f  am phibians and 
reptiles, taught at Elon Academy. 
Deborcih Long, director of the 
academy, said the m oney from 
the grant is going toward a 
variety o f  field trips, materials, 
salciry for instructors and other 
costs  needed  for the class.

“The target population for 
the grant is the rural, typically 
mcirginalized people in  the area 
of science,” said  Terry Tomasek, 
w ho teaches herpetology at the 
.Academy.

The grant targets 
dem ographics su ch  as citizens 
w ith  lower socioeconomic 
standing  and ethnic  minorities.

“T hese are the people that we 
don’t typically find in science 
type  activities," Tomasek said. 
“TTiat is exactly the target 
population for Elon .Academy. 
That is w hy it m akes such good 
sense.”

The grant supports 
com m unity -w ide  events, or\e 
of  w hich Tom asek is holding in 
Alamance County in  2012 called 
“Celebration.” The event will 
look at the idea o f  celebrating 
the reptiles and am phibians that 
m em bers o f  the com m unity  may 
not ha\ e  previously know n were 
in their backycirds.

The grant not only goes to 
educate the general community 
about these  an im als , but also 
high school students.

“Because the nature of this 
class, m y stu dents spend a lot of 
tim e outdoors,” Tom asek said. “It 
helps them  to understand what’s 
in their ow n  back yard.”

The first w eek  o f  class, the 
students learned to identify frogs 
by their Ccdl. Tom asek said many 
o f  the stu dents sent her emails 
or posted  on  the c lass  Facebook 
page that they heard the frogs at 
their ow n  hom e, w h ich they had 
never heard before.

“It helps th em  to see  a world 
that they have been  missing 
and notice th ings that they 
ha\ e nev er noticed before in the 
natural e m  ironm ent,” she said.

While Tom asek knows the 
value o f  lectures, readings 
and tests, sh e  said she enjoys 
working \vith the students in the 
field the m ost.

“During our field trip to camp 
out on  the beach I 'vas granted 
the opportunity to hold a baby 
sea  turtle,” s£iid Zydae Joyner, a 
student taking herpetology this 
semester. “It w as just about the 
s ize  o f  a quarter, and it was so 
adorable. 1 wemted to keep it and 
take it hom e w ith m e right away.

T om asek said  she has seen a 
sim ilarly positive response from 
m any o f  her students. Several 
o f  those  w h o  signed up for the 
su m m er  said they were terrified 

of the anim als.
“I th ink  that say s a lot ab o u t 

them  — they are not afraid or 
ch 2illenges or trying something 
that is  outside o f  their co m fo rt 

zone,” Tom asek said. ‘ That 
sp eak s h igh ly  o f  the Elon 
.Academy students.”


