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philosophy class asks: ‘What can we know?’
Debunking ghost myths in and around Elon reveals theories, knowledge
Rebecca Wickel
pesign Editor

Qeep in  th e  w o o d s  n e a r  B en n e tt  
, a 4 0 -foot c i rc le  w h e re  n o th in g  will 

Irow. A ccord ing  to  lo c a ls ,  th i s  sp o t  is 
L  D e v i l ’s  T ra m p in g  G ro u n d , w here  
Satan s ilen tly  p a c e s ,  p lo t t i n g  an d
nlanning.

S e n io r  B rooke K a s s n e r  s p e n t  a 
night at th i s  h a u n t e d  sp o t  to te s t  the  
validity of m y t h s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  
,[ie Devil’s T ra m p in g  G ro u n d ,  a long 
with other s tu d e n t s ,  in  ‘W hat C an We 
know’ a p h i lo s o p h y  c o u rs e  led by 
S o n y  W eston.

“The s p o o k in e s s  o f  th i s  sp o t  is 
perpetuated by  i t s e l f , ” W eston  said. 
“Kids have m a d e  it s c a r y  by  look ing  
for it to be  scary . We w a n te d  to  te s t  
how true it re a l ly  w a s .”

The g ro u p  k e p t  a n  o p e n  m in d ,  
which Weston s a id  w a s  a c ru c ia l  p a r t  
of the r e s e a rc h  p ro c e s s .  T hey  m ade  
two cam ping e x p e d i t i o n s  to  th e  site, 
collecting d a ta  a n d  o b s e r v a t io n s  to  
decide w h e th e r  t h e  c la im s  o f  h a u n t in g  
and sp ir i tua l  a c t iv i ty  w e re  t ru e .

With W esto n ’s g u id a n c e ,  the  
students e s t a b l i s h e d  a sc ien tif ic  
methodology to  te s t  five m y th s  
associated w ith  th e  site .

"We c a m p e d  o u t  for a w hole 
night, w hich  w a s  a lo t  o f  fu n ,  b u t  we 
also did som e  r e a l  in v e s t ig a t io n s ,” 
Kassner sa id . “We d i s p ro v e d  a few of 
the p rem ises  by  m a k in g  o b se r v a t io n s  
and t ru s t in g  o u r  s e n s e s .”

According to  K assn e r ,  the  
group w as ab le  to  p ro v e  th a t  a 
d istinguishable  c i rc le  e x i s t s  in  the  
forest, b u t  o th e r  c l a im s  r e m a in  false .

“One m y th  is  t h a t  a l l  o b je c ts  w ith i i i  
the circle a re  m o v e d  o u t  o v e rn ig h t ,” 
she said. “We c h a i n e d  c in d e rb lo c k s  
together in s id e  th e  c i rc le  to  see if  
they w ould  m o v e  a n d  m a rk e d  th e i r

location , bu t n o th in g  h a p p en ed .”
S tuden ts  a lso  no ted  th a t  a 

s u b s ta n t i a l  am o u n t  of g rass  was 
g row ing  w ith in  the  circle. Weston 
collec ted  sam p les  and  successfu l ly  
grew p la n ts  in  the  c a m p g ro u n d ’s 
su p p o se d ly  b a r r e n  soil.

By app ly ing  the o r ie s  of know ledge 
and  t r u th ,  the  ph ilosophy  s tu d e n ts  
w ere able to an a ly ze  the  adopted  
m y th s  of the  region. To fu r th e r  
u n d e r s ta n d  the  im pac t of such  
legends , they  q u es t io n ed  the  sou rce  
of su ch  sto ries .

“We a sked  people at local places 
a n d  the  s to r ie s  have been  p a ss e d  
d ow n  from  gen era t io n  to genera tion ,"  
K assne r  said. “1 th in k  a poss ib le  
ex p la n a t io n  for the  devil s to r ie s  is 
th a t  th i s  is th e  Bible Belt.”

The co u rse  also  focused  on m ore  
local m y th s  by an a ly z in g  the  c la im s 
of Elon legends, in c lu d in g  the  ghost  
of West do rm ito ry .

Sophom ore  S arah  Wells 
in v e s t ig a ted  th e  s to ry  of Mary, a 
v ic t im  of the  f ire  of 1923.

“We fo u n d  th a t  a p p a re n t ly  no  one 
d ied  in  the  fire , b u t  it w as h a rd  to 
f in d  one s t r e a m l in e d  t r u th  reg a rd in g  
th e  g h o s t ,” Wells said . “We b ro ad en ed  
ou r  p ro jec t  to p a ra n o rm a l  ac tiv ity  in  
West.”

The c la ss  c rea ted  two su rveys , 
one b ia sed  a n d  one neu tra l ,  to  s tu d y  
the  im pac t of le ad in g  q u es t io n s  on 
in i t ia t in g  p a ra n o r m a l  beliefs .

The d if fe ren ce  b e tw een  a sk in g  “Do 
you feel West is  h a u n te d ? ” a n d  “Do 
you  feel co m fo r tab le  l iv ing  in  W est?” 
en co u rag es  d i f fe re n t  re s p o n se s ,  
acco rd ing  to  Wells.

“We’re s t i l l  loo k in g  over th e  r e s u l t s  
now, bu t w e’ve fo u n d  th a t  peop le  a re  
m ore  likely  to  ta lk  ab ou t Mary w hen  
they  w ere  a sk ed  le ad in g  q u e s t io n s ,” 
she  said . “We can  see th a t  th e  s to ry  is
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The philosophy class ‘W hat Can We Know?', taught by Anthony Weston, attem pted to  debunk the  
ghost story of Mary, who reputedly died in the 1923 fire, and haunts the halls of West dormitory.

b e ing  p a ss e d  on from  u p p e rc la s sm e n  
som ehow .”

A fter com p le t ing  th e  p ro jec ts ,  
K assne r  and  Wells ag ree  th a t  u rb a n  
legends  a re  u sed  as a m e a n s  of 
e s ta b l i sh in g  com m un ity .

“I t ’s a b o n d in g  th in g ,” K assner 
sa id . “It gives peop le  so m e th in g  to 
ta lk  about,  an d  t h a t ’s im p o r ta n t  for 
peop le  com ing  toge the r .”

From B enne tt  to Elon, u rb a n  
legends  c o n t in u e  to p e rp e tu a te  
su p e rs t i t io n ,  an  in te r e s t in g  concep t 
for p h i lo so p h e rs .

“We m ade  a s e r io u s  e f fo r t  to  be 
fa ir ,” Weston sa id .  "We’re skep tic s ,  
bu t t h a t ’s ph ilo sophy . The q u e s t io n  
is: W hat’s th e  b es t  e x p la n a t io n  for th e  
spooky  th in g s  we ex p e r ie n c e d ?  A nd 
we may never  know  for s u r e .”

Decor^ng with a cause
Holiday display raises money, awareness
Ashley Fahey
Features Editor

Some of the m ost prom inent symbols 
of holiday celebrations are Christmas 
lights strung th rough  bushes, trees and 
around doorways. Most people stick to 
conventional decorating to enhance the 
beauty of their home.

But Jimmy Curiazza, plumbing 
supervisor at Elon’s Physical Plant, has 
created a C hris tm as lights show at his 
Gibsonville home, complete with music 
synchronization. The display is meant to 
be a fundraiser in  mem ory of his brother. 
Dean, who passed  away as a child from 
leukemia.

Curiazza will be raising money for 
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS), 
which is a nonprofit health organization 
that conducts researches and provides 
resources to those afflicted with blood 
cancers.

“My wife and  I always talked about 
what we can do in  my bro ther’s honor,” he 
said. “That’s w here the idea to contact the 
L eu k em ia  & Lymphoma Society came in. 
The society was excited about the idea and 
from there, it kept snowballing downhill.

Curiazza started coordinating holiday 
lights with m usic  last year, but he said this 
is the first tim e h is  show  has acted as a 
fundraiser.

“What s tarted  out as m e goofing 
around w ith Halloween decorations 
this past Halloween led to this,” he said. 
“While the Halloween decorations were 
up, my wife Tracy kept joking with people, 
saying ‘if  only he’d use  h is powers for 
good.’ After the  displays were recorded 
and hit YouTube, they got a little popular, 
' '^ a t  started out as joking with Linda 
Lashendock (manager of video services 
and event production) led to the idea of a 
Christmas display.”

Setting up  the  Chris tm as lights

req u ire s  a lot o f tim e  an d  en erg y  ^
“It’s insanity,” Curiazza said. “Setting 

up includes computer programming, steel 
fabrication of the displays, attaching lights 
to the displays, music synchronization, 
assembly of digital output controllers, 
mounting displays to the house, testing 
circuitry — did I say insanity?”

He said  in the display, there are  three 
C hris tm as-th em ed  h ead s  — Rudolph, 
Santa an d  a sn o w m an  — in add ition  to 
about 20 o th e r y a rd  d isp lays th a t will 
flash w ith  the m usic. The h ead s will sing

the songs. . . . .
“It takes about eight hours to 

synchronize a song,” he said. “It takes 
about 20 hours to fabricate, pamt, mount 
lights and hang each head. Getting the 
bugs out can be anywhere from minutes
to days, ju s t  depend ing .” ^  „

C uriazza ’s Hallow een d isplay  h a d  been  
m ore p o p u la r  th a n  he h ad  anticipated.

“I heard people from blocks away 
veiling to their friends, 'Come see this,’” 
he said. “It was fun. Nobody knew what I 
was up to until it was too late. It turned 
out better than  I had planned. Hopefully, 
Christmas will surpass that.

Curiazza has a fundraiser goal of 
$5 000 and a page on the LLS website tha 
tells his brother’s story and encourages

neoDle to donate.
“To date, and it really h a sn t  been 

pushed yet, the fund has raised over
SI 000,” he said. ,

C h ris tm as h a s  b een  trad itiona lly  
view ed as a season  of giving, an d  
C uriazza’s fu n d ra ise r  is som eth in g  he 
hopes will m ake a difference. He said  he 
h as  always w anted  to  do  so m eth in g  in  
E o L r  of h is  brother, an d  th is  seem ed

^ ‘̂ '̂ “My brother, Dean, p a ssed  away Dec. 5, 
1967” C uriazza  said. “C hris tm ases  haven  
been  th e  sam e since. Perhaps th a t s w hy
enjoy doing this for the  little  ones.
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