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‘lo?” "Vote against!" “W hen are w e M n n a  

do I t?  M ay 8! a t Elon s R ace to the Ballot event, urging students to register to  vote.

Students raise their voice 
against NC amendment 
during Race to tlie Ballot
Katherine Blunt
Senior Reporter

United, they p ledged  to vote in 
opposition.

Elon University  s tu d e n ts  and  
com m unity  m e m b e rs  reg is te red  and  
vowed to vote ag a in s t  A m en d m en t  
One du r ing  Race to the  Ballot, an  event 
dedicated to educa t ing  vo ters  about a 
controversial s ta te  legisla tion , Feb. 
15 in McKinnon Hall. Nine cam pus  
organiza t ions ,  inc lud ing  SPECTRUM, 
the  LGBTQ office and  Better Together, 
welcomed a team  of ac tiv is ts  from  the  
Coalition to Protect N orth  Caro lina  
Families ded ica ted  to e duca t ing  North  
Caro l in ians  abou t the  consequences  
of the  p ro p o sed  am en d m e n t ,  which, 
if p assed ,  w ould  recogn ize  only 
the legal u n io n  of one m a n  and  one 
wom an as co n s t i tu t io n a l  w ith in  the  
state . The a m e n d m e n t  will a p p e a r  on 
the stae ballo t May 8.

The coa lit ion  is com prised  of m ore  
than  75 s ta tew ide o rg an iz a t io n s  
un ited  aga in s t  the  am en d m e n t ,  
which would  inva lida te  all u n m a r r ie d  
p a r tn e rs h ip s  an d  civil u n io n s ,  bo th  
he terosexua l and  hom osexua l .

All four of E len’s a cappel la  
groups  p e r fo rm ed  w hile  in d iv idua ls  
circu la ted  a ro u n d  th e  room , 
collecting in fo rm a tio n  abou t the  
am endm ent.  More t h a n  140 people 
reg is tered  to vote an d  s igned  pledges

to “Vote A gains t .”
“Better Together w an ted  to 

sp o n so r  Race to the  Ballot because  
we are  an  in te r fa i th  o rgan iza t ion  
at Elon, bu t  th a t  does not l im it  us 
to  ju s t  re lig ious  b ac k g ro u n d s  and 
ph i lo soph ica l  backg rounds ,"  said 
Mason Sklut, co -presiden t of Better 
Together. “One of the  key th in g s  th a t  
we like people to focus on is having 
m u tu a l ly  re sp e c tfu l  re la t ionsh ips  
be tw een  d if fe ren t  g ro u p s .”

Voter reg is t ra t io n  began  in 
Moseley Center the  m o rn in g  of Feb. 
15 an d  re m a in e d  open  th ro u g h o u t  
the  evening  of in fo rm a tio n  and  
e n te r ta in m e n t .  R epresen ta t ives
of u n iv e rs i ty  o rg an iz a t io n s  th a t  
s p o n so re d  the  event p rom oted  
aw areness  and  social equa li ty  while 
th e  Race to th e  Ballot team  m em bers  
co n t in u ed  to reg is te r  vo ters  and 
collect p ledges to vote aga ins t  the  
a m en d m e n t .

In an  on-stage p re se n ta t io n  at 
the  s t a r t  of the  event, Jen  Jones, 
c o m m u n ic a t io n s  d irec to r  of the  
Coalit ion  to P ro tect  N orth  Carolina 
Families, exp la ined  th a t  A m endm en t  
One w ould  d irec t ly  affect not only 
th e  r ig h ts  of gays, bu t  the  r igh ts  
of wom en, fam ilies  and  senior  
c i t izen s  as well. The passage  of the 
a m e n d m e n t  could  complicate  the  
legali ty  an d  en fo rcem en t  of child  
cu s to d y  ru l ings ,  dom estic  violence
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Tw isted M easure, an Elon co -ed  a cappella  group, sang a t R ace to  the B allot Feb. 15.

cla im s and  the  wills and  t r u s t s  of the  
deceased, Jones said.

“The issue th a t  we’re try in g  to 
tack le  is one of the  m ost  im p o r ta n t  
th in g s  facing our  s ta te  in  m odern  
times," sa id  C am eron  Williams, 
m em ber  of Quality  North Carolina, 
a G reensboro-based  advocacy group  
for gay r igh ts .  “If we pass  th is  
am endm en t ,  it will be d a rn  near  
im possib le  to reverse. I d o n ’t th in k  
we shou ld  take th a t  k in d  of r isk .”

The Race to the  Ballot team  began 
its jo u rn e y  ac ross  North  Carolina in 
Jan u ary  and  will con t inue traveling  
u n t i l  early March. The g roup  has  
schedu led  events at 26 college 
cam puses ,  tow ns and  cities, from 
Asheville to W ilmington

The Race to the  Ballot m ovem ent 
is p a r t  one of a th re e -p a r t  effort  to

ra ise  aw areness  and  u lt im ate ly  foster 
so lidar i ty  aga in s t  the  passage  of 
A m en d m en t  One. The second p a r t  
of the  m ovem ent will com m ence 
next m onth  by p rovid ing  college 
s tu d e n ts  with  in fo rm ation  to share  
w ith  f r iends  and fam ily  over spr ing  
b reak  and  the  effort will cu lm ina te  
in  a collective m arch  to the  polls on 
April 19, when the  early voting per iod  
begins.

Jones encouraged  s tu d e n ts  to 
vote early because the  voting per iod  
in May coincides w ith  f inals  and 
graduation .

“We really  believe th a t  early voting 
is going to be pivotal to defeating  th is  
d isc r im in a to ry  m e asu re  come May 8,” 
Jones said. “(The m a rc h  to the  polls) 
is a huge p a r t  of Race to the  Ballot. 
The f irs t  people who get the re  win."

French club celebrates Mardi Gras for a cause
Adriana M iano
Senior Reporter

This year, the  French Club 
will celebrate Mardi Gras with 
festivities for a cause  close to 
its m e m b ers ’ hearts .

Mardi Gras, which  is 
closely associa ted  w ith  the  
French holiday Carnival, is 
an im portan t  t im e to call 
a t tention to those  in need, 
according to C hris t ie  Goyette, 
French Club publicity  chair .

“The holiday is a good

tim e to ra ise  aw areness  of 
causes such  as the  Avalon 
Refugee Center because (the 
celebration) is of ten  very 
extravagant,  which is a sh a rp  
con tra s t  to the  way the  people 
at Avalon live,” Goyette said.

Since it was founded  
in  February  2009, the 
Avalon C om m unity  Center 
has  prov ided  a hom e for 
h u n d r e d s  of in te rn a t io n a l  
re fugees.  Still, the  fam ilies  
ho u se d  at Avalon live in 
pover ty  and  the  ch i ld ren

d o n ’t always have access to a 
qua l i ty  education .

In response  to the needs 
of the  refugees at Avalon, 
the  French Club has  become 
involved in  volunteer  work 
to benefit  the  center. Club 
m em bers  frequently  visit the 
ch i ld ren  to socialize with 
them  and to provide tutoring.

“Since we’ve gotten  so 
involved w ith  the  center and 
personally  know so m any of 
the people who live there, we 
felt tha t it would be f it t ing  to

donate the  p roceeds from our 
Mardi Gras p a r ty  to benefit 
(them)," Goyette said.

Raising fu n d s  for Avalon 
is a great way to get s tuden ts  
to th in k  globally and  act 
locally, said Sarah Glasco, 
as s is tan t  professor  of foreign 
languages and faculty adviser 
to the French Club.

“We have taken  on Avalon 
as our  home char i ty  so tha t 
we can m ake an  im pact here, 
one tha t  s tu d e n ts  can see with 
the ir  own eyes,” Glasco said.

To raise money for Avalon, 
the  French Club will charge 
a $5 en try  fee for the Mardi 
Gras benefit.  Festivities will 
include New Orleans-inspired  
gumbo, cookie decorating  and 
pr izes  th ro u g h o u t  the night.

The Mardi Gras benefit
When: 6:30 p.m. Feb. 21 
Where: Carlton Kitchen 
Why: Funds raised will be 
donated to the refugees at the 
Avalon Community Center.

Choosing a major based on happiness, not price
Erin Valentine
Reporter

In today’s world, college degrees 
are the way to add more figures to a 
salary. According to a recent study by 
Georgetown University, majors that have 
higher earnings are gaining popularity. 
But students at Elon University are still 
choosing the majors that interest their 
curiosity.

Students’ choice  o f  field o f  study  
represents their interests , a lthough  
financial concerns are stil l  evident.

I feel all students have these fears,”

said freshman Devon Gailey, a media arts 
and entertainment mcyor. “I decided to 
pick an unprofitable major. However, it’s 
something I find myself to be passionate 
about. 1 wouldn't change my major. Even

Top Majors at Elon University

strategic communications
•  Psychology
•  Media arts and entertainment
• Finance and marketing
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if i t ’s not as prosperous as I’d want it to 
be, I’ll still be proud of what I do.”

In choosing her minor, though, Gailey 
said she is looking toward a subject that 
could possibly bring her more revenue 
and more opportunities in the future.

“Chinese would be an idea because 
it’s a language often used in the business 
world, and since business is in general 
more lucrative than film, I could use my 
knowledge of Chinese to open up a lot 
of new opportunities for myself,” Gailey 
said.

Regardless of the major, internships 
enhance a s tudent’s marketability.

according to USA Today Educate. The 
survey also said that graduate degrees 
can add to yearly earnings in any career, 
as long as the difference between that 
and the cost of graduate school even out.

To Elon freshman Josh Kaufmann, 
money does not factor into his decision 
to major in psychology, he said.

“Money has been one of the last 
things to motivate me,” Kaufmann said. 
“I want to be well off enough to have my 
basic needs met, but I've always lived by 
staying true to myself. I honestly just 
want to be happy, and money won’t make 
me happy.”


