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Multiple organizations contribute to Black History Mont^
Grace E.kus t o  r e p r e s e n t e d ^  cam pus , ”̂ h e  said.
News Editor

T hroughou t the  m on th  of February, 
Hlon s tu d e n ts  have partic ipa ted  in a 
new series of p rog ram m ing  insp ired  by 
Black History Month. The events were 
put toge ther by a variety  of d epa r tm en ts  
to increase  aw areness  and  celebrate the 
achievem ents of African Americans.

.Although sm all pockets of
organ iza tions  and  offices have
celebrated the m on th  in years past, 
th e re  has never been a com prehensive 
set of events devoted to the  black 
h is tory  theme, according to Prudence 
l.ayne, associate professor of English 
and  creator of the  Black History Month 
Steering Committee. The committee , 
m ade up of representatives from key 
offices a round  cam pus and  from 
Elon University School of Law, met 
th ro ughou t the fall to create a them e 
for the m on th  and a list of goals to 
accomplish.

The them e they decided on was 
“black h is to ry  is everyone’s history.”

“Black History m on th  is not ju s t  a 
celebration by African-Americans or 
blacks for black people," Layne said. “It 
is a p a r t  of American h is tory  and  world 
history, and  it is an  invitation for the 
en t ire  cam pus com m unity  to celebrate 
the  ach ievem ents  of blacks, not ju s t  on 
th is  cam pus but in the country  and  in 
the  rest of the  world.”

P lanning of the Black History Month 
initiative w as assigned  to African and

African-American Studies by Brooke 
Barnett, the president 's faculty fellow 
for diversity and global engagement. 
Because there was no separate budget
designated to the m on th ’s programm ing,
AAASE has supplemented it with their 
own regular operating budget and 
o ther o rganizations and  sponsors have 
contributed  out of the ir  own funding.

The Truitt Center for Spiritual and 
Religious Life brought in speakers for 
College Chapel, AAASE sponsored an 
African-American Read-ln Day and 
Book Sale, Elon’s Black Alumni Network 
held a faculty, staff and a lum ni mixer 
and  Wall of Famers reception and 
SUB and  SUBLive organized m idnight 
poe try  slams, film screenings and  live 
performers.

“Because we have our normal 
p rogram m ing  that we do, it was how 
can we work what we already do into 
the  them es tha t we decided on for Black 
History Month,” said Robert Dunlap, 
ass is tan t d irector of studen t activities 
and  m em ber of the steering committee.

A lthough Layne has been pleased 
with the tu rn o u t  so far, she said she 
hopes to see more diverse participation 
at the upcom ing events. She said she 
particu larly  would like to see more 
people partake  in  the Get on the 
Black Church Bus series, which allows 
s tudents ,  faculty and  s ta ff  to a ttend a 
worship  service at a featured  church.

“I w ish 1 could see more of our 
white s tuden ts  at our p rogram m ing ,” 
she said. “We wish tha t more of our

s tudents  ----------
for example, Sundays have b een  cal ed 
the most segregated day in  the  United 
States would ju s t  come an d  see w hat 
happens in some of those  churches .

The p rogram m ing  has  received 
positive feedback from  p a ren ts ,  
especially of black s tuden ts ,  a n d  from
alumni, Layne said.

“(The alumni) are  really  excited 
to see this really big p u sh  a n d  the  
presence and the p rogram m ing , even 
if they haven’t been able to com e,” she 

said.
When the m on th  concludes, the  

s teering com m ittee  will meet for a 
debriefing session to d iscuss  the  success 
of the  m onth  and  begin  p la n n in g  and  
assem bling the  new com m ittee  for nex t 

year.
“There are  p lans to, as soon  as 

we’re done, assess how every th ing  
went, how we can do be t te r  and  how  
we can continue to provide experience  
to enhance  the  cu l tu ra l  experience  for 
everyone at Elon,” D unlap said.

AAASE is not the  only d e p a r tm e n t  
devoted to increasing aw areness  
th rough  a m on th  of events. Women 
and  Gender Studies is coo rd ina ting  
w om en’s h is to ry  m on th , El C entro  is 
coordinating  H ispanic  heritage m o n th  
and LGBTQ is coord ina ting  a ser ies of 
events as well, Layne said.

“There is a g rea te r  em p h as is  
on m aking  su re  the  un ive rsity  
acknowledges and  celebrates in  a really  
tangible way a lot of the  d if feren t

U pcom ing Black History Month
events: "

Thursday, Feb. 23:

West African Dance Perspectives 
4-5 p.m., Yeager Hall

Intersections: A Conversation 
A bout Race, Sexuality and Rehia,
4:30-5:30 p.m.. Balk Library

Sunday, Feb. 26

Get on the B lack Church Bus:
Fourth Sunday 

Departs from Moseley 9:15 a,m 
returns at12:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 28

"Stomp the Quad:" National Pan-
Hellenic step show  

9:40-10:20 a.m., McKinnon 
Hall

Black H istory Month Lunch 
11-2 p.m., Elon Dining Halls

Exemption from No Child Left Behind changes authority, not function
Melissa Kansky
News Editor

The end of a law does not equal the 
end of a practice.

Eleven states have submitted a 
waiver for excemption from No Child 
Left Behind, as part of President Barack 
O bama’s proposed re tu rn  to Elementary 
and  Secondary Education Act, in turn, 
ending the current policy. Nevertheless 
schools are still striving to incorporate 
the sam e values expressed in the 
curren t law. Elon University’s education 
curr icu lum  continues to emphasize the 
values detailed in No Child Left Behind, 
said David Cooper, Dean of the School of 
Education.

The Bush adm inistra tion designed 
No Child Left Behind so all demographic 
g roups would be able to succeed. Cooper 
said.

“At Elon, the education facu Ity has been 
offering for some time now a curriculum 
for teacher candidates that places an 
em phasis on equality and excellence.
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Barack Obama recently reformed the No Child 
Left Behind Act.

stressing culturally responsive pedagogy 
and differentiation to meet individual 
student needs,” Cooper said. “Elon’s 
programs are entirely consistent with 
the emphasis in NCLB.”

States sill still dem onstrate student 
progress and equality, but the end 
of the law provides states with more 
autonomy regarding distribution of 
funds, according to Adam Short, lecturer

of political science at Elon University.
The debate questions the role of the 

federal governm ent in  education, more 
than  the role of education for each 
student, he said.

“The federal role in  education has 
been augm ented since No Child Left 
Behind," Short said. “It is mostly  the 
purview of state and  local governm ent. 
There is still a lot of policy and  decision 
making tha t happens at the  state level, 
but the federal governm ent has  taken  a 
bigger role.”

The proposal developed from  a 
realization tha t most states would 
not achieve the necessary  progress  
requ ired  of No Child Left Behind by the 
2014 deadline, which would result in  a 
financial pun ishm ent. Of the 11 states 
that subm itted  the waiver, 10 have been 
approved. Although North Carolina 
did not participate in the  first round  
of waivers, it is expected tha t the  state 
will submit a wavier Feb. 28 during  the 
second round. Short said.

“In order to obta in the waiver, states

m u s t  d e m o n s tra te  stric t adherence toi 
n u m b e r  of accountability  measures Ik  

a re  designed to a s su re  that students ai( 
receiving school experiences of tiigl 
quality ,” C ooper said. “The waiver doe 
not com e w ith  perm iss ion  to relax."

Previous sta te  education policies aK 
g ran t m oney  received from Race to tl* 
Top, a federal fu n d  dedicated to awaril 
s tates th a t  have demonstrated improvtil 
education  conditions , and have enaWeii 
N orth  C arolina to  m ake improveMts 
expected  for the  waiver process,(usai.

The w aiver p rocess facilitates (tie 
end  of No Child Left Behind without 

requ ir ing  the  d iv ided Congress to voti 
the  law forw ard. Short said.

“(The pres iden t)  is acting on hiso«u 
bu t acting w ith in  the  powers given to 
h im  by Congress," he said.

Nevertheless, Short said he doest» 
pred ic t m od if ica tion  of the educatiof 
law will severely influence the upcotnii: 
p res iden tia l election.

“Education is always going to bfi 
bigger deal at the  sta te  level,” he said.

Elon students express opposition to drilling plans in
Ian Luther hydraulic frac turine  on North C a r n l in a  th e  c i --------^  .Ian Luther
Reporter

North Carolina legislators are 
considering a bill tha t would allow 
companies to drill for natural gas 
in the state, despite decades of laws 
to the contrary. Elon environmental 
studies studen ts  are a iming to increase 
awareness about what they unders tand  
to be a dangerous plan.

“The failures of all the energy crises 
are unfolding into our laps,” said jun ior 
Keegan Johnson. “There is time still to 
mediate the problems, but it s ta r ts  with 
our generation. All we have to do is get 
out there and make it happen."

Johnson is leading the charge against 
legalization, and he’s s tarting  with the 
area around  Elon.

The southern portion of the state 
contains billions of cubic feet of natural 
gas that are trapped underground by 
se \era l thousand feet of shale.

Currently, there is no legal means to 
extract this gas, but that may change 
th is  May.

North Carolina legislators are 
planning to vote to legalize hydraulic 
fracturing, or tracking, the process of 
drilling and injecting millions of gallons 
of water and chemicals into the ground 
to shatter the shale that lies between the 
surface and potentially vast natural gas 
reserves.

This process is currently  outlawed 
in North Carolina, but the Energy Jobs 
Act, Bill 709, is scheduled to go through  
the General Assembl> May 8. If th is  bill 
passes, companies will be able to use

hydraulic fracturing on North Carolina 
land for the first tim e in state history.

“1 want the su rround ing  com munities 
to be informed of th is  cause," Johnson  
said. “Knowledge of the implications 
from natura l gas will help North 
Carolina citizens make sm art and  
educated decisions on this issue."

Johnson is not the only opponent 
of drilling. Fracking is an extremely 
resource-intensive process, requiring  
anywhere between one and  10 million 
gallons of water, an intricate network of 
service roads and  400 tanker trucks  to 
carry supplies to and  from the drill site 
according to Johnson.

Junior Lauren Hoerr, an 
environmental studies major, ’is also 
aim m g to increase awareness of the 
issue. She said she agrees tha t drilling 
isn’t worth the damage it does.

It s so much more energy-intensive 
than  what you get in the end," she 
said. “There are ju s t  so m any factors 
in te rm s of toxic chemicals, or known 
carcinogens, or polluting the water."

While the Safe Drinking Water Act 
of 2003 currently  protects the use of 
chemicals used  in the process, the 
substances used in fracturing fluids are 
entirely unregulated  and often contain 
carcinogens and pollutants like radium 
formaldehyde and even u ran iu m ’ 
According to a 2011 study by the 
Environmental Protection Agency, these 
chemicals often seep into ground water 
reservoirs and contaminate drinking 
water supplies for entire communities

Johnson's group is still small but 
they re a ttem pting to bring the issue to

the a ttention  of Elon students.
“As of now, we’re  working to connect 

w ith Res Life and  SUB to incorporate the 
docum entary  ‘G aslands’ into an event," 
Johnson  said. “We are  also in  the  m idst 
of (using) social m edia  to prom ote and  
connect to o ther organiza tions a round  
the  state."

The g roup is also try ing to b ring  Josh 
Fox, the d irector of “Gaslands," to Elon. 
Fox was arrested  earlier th is  m on th  for

a t te m p tin g  to  v ideotape Congression 

p ro ceed in g s  d u r in g  a subcommittf 

m eeting  on  frack ing .
Above all, Jo h n so n  said his m 

concern  is in fo rm in g  Elon students‘ 
the  issue.

“A w areness  is the  biggest issueattte 
po in t ,” J o h n so n  said. “Knowledge oft* 
im p lica tions  of n a tu ra l  gas will W 
N orth  C aro l ina  c itizens make smarn* 
educa ted  dec is ions  on this issue.
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