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I PI t a a -  i_ ^ . . ,  , ,  G L O R IA  S O  1 S ta ff  P h o to g ra p h e r
in Professor Michael Stnckland s Garden Studio class, studen ts gain a  hands-on learning experience in hom e-scale gardening and food production by 
working in the Elon Community Garden on cam pus. Sophom ore Tyire Bigbie (left) and senior Abbey Keifer prepare the garden behind Powell House.

Garden class grows self-productivity
Course teaches students skills needed to eat from own backyards
Kyra Qemberling
Design Editor

Instead of p ic k in g  u p  fa s t  fo o d  for 
lunch, s tu d e n ts  in  a n ew  G a rd e n  S tud io  
class can  m a k e  t h e i r  o w n  m ea l  — 
literally.

Michael S t r ic k la n d ,  p ro fe s s o r  in  
English a n d  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  s tu d ie s ,  
decided to  s t a r t  t h e  c la s s  tw o  y e a r s  
ago as a w ay  o f  t e a c h in g  s t u d e n t s  of 
any m ajor h o w  to p r o p e r ly  p l a n t  a n d  
maintain a  h o m e -s c a le  g a r d e n  a n d  
harvest th e i r  o w n  food .

“It’s rea l ly  a b o u t  p r o d u c in g  go o d  
food in  sm a l l  a m o u n t s  o f  l a n d  in  th e  
most e f f ic ien t  m a n n e r , ” S tr ick la n d  
said. “I a lso  w a n te d  s t u d e n t s  to  l e a rn  
techniques t h a t  w il l  c o n n e c t  b a c k  to 
the land  a n d  w il l  s u p p le m e n t  l ife  sk i l ls  
later on.”

The idea  fo r t h e  c la s s  c a m e  f ro m  
a s tu d en t  w h o  c re a te d  th e  Elon 
Community G a rd e n  b e h in d  Powell 
House for h e r  s e n io r  t h e s i s  p ro jec t .  
Strickland w a s  o n  th e  s t u d e n t ’s th e s is  
committee, a n d  h e  im m e d ia t e ly  go t  h i s  
students invo lved  w i th  t h e  p ro jec t .

“There w a s  a lo t  o f  s t u d e n t  in te re s t ,  
and if we w e re  g o in g  to  r u n  th e  g a rd e n  
in a co heren t  fa sh io n ,  i t  h a d  to  be  m o re

G L O R IA  S O  I S ta ff  P h o to g ra p t^ e r

Students in the  Garden Studio class learn to harvest their own food and prepare their own meals.

t h a n  j u s t  a c lub  or o rg a n iz a t io n ,” he  
sa id .

T h is  new  p ro jec t  p ro jec t  sp a w n e d  
in to  tw o  c la sses  o f  35 s tu d e n ts ,  
d iv id e d  in to  lab o r  g ro u p s  to  fo cu s  on  
a p a r t i c u la r  a sp e c t  o f  p re p a r in g  th e

g a rd e n .  Ju n io r  K ileigh  B ro w n in g  is  p a r t  
o f  th e  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  g ro u p ,  w h ic h  is in  
c h a rg e  o f  m a k in g  an  a rch w a y  a n d  p a th s  
for th e  g a rd en .

See GARDEN I PAGE 14

Students help tackle 
the ‘Impossible’ at 
nearby restaurant
G race Elkus
News Editor

W hen  Elon U n iv e rs i ty  s tu d e n t s  
w e re  o f fe re d  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  jo in  
th e  “R e s tau ra n t :  I m p o ss ib le ” c rew
as th ey  re -m o d e le d  U n iv e rs i ty  Grill, 
a p p re c ia t io n  a n d  e x c i te m e n t  c a m e  fro m  
b o th  en d s .

S tu d e n ts  w h o  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  th e  
e f fo r t  h a d  th e  c h a n c e  to  go b e h in d  th e  
sc e n es  o f  th e  p o p u la r  Food  N e tw ork  
show, in  w h ic h  c h e f  R o b e r t  I rv in e  h a s  
tw o  d a y s  a n d  $10,000 to  t r a n s f o r m  a 
fa i l in g  r e s ta u ra n t .

“I l i te ra l ly  w as  w a tc h in g  th e m  c rea te  
a show, w h ic h  is w h a t  I w a n t  to  do ,” 
sa id  j u n io r  Ju l ie  Morse, a b ro a d c a s t  
j o u r n a l i s m  m a jo r  a n d  a se l f -p ro c la im ed  
a d d ic t  of th e  series .  “T h a t ’s re a l  life 
s tu d y in g .  It w as  cool to  see  th e  p a r t s  
th ey  f i lm e d  a n d  th e n  cu t  to g e th e r .”

But it w a s n ’t j u s t  th e  Elon s tu d e n ts  
t h a t  w ere  t h a n k f u l  for th e  u n iq u e  

i  o p p o r tu n i ty .  For th e  f i r s t  t im e  in  th e  
i sh o w ’s h is to ry ,  t h e  c rew  w a s  able  to  
; re n o v a te  th e  e x te r io r  of a r e s ta u ra n t ,  
; t h a n k s  to  th e  long  h o u r s  p u t  in  by th e  

s tu d e n ts .
“By w o rk in g  w ith  th e  un ivers ity ,  we 

d i d n ’t h ave  to  p ay  m o n ey  to  h ave  th em  
co m e  h e lp  o u r  d e s ig n e r  (Lynn Kegan)," 
sa id  Jod i  Goren-Rode, th e  p ro d u c e r  
of “R e s tau ra n t ;  Im p o ss ib le .” “(Kegan) 
d i d n ’t have  to  s to p  w h a t  he  w as  doing, 
so  we c o u ld  w ork  in  ta n d e m ,  in  u n iso n .  
A nd  look at th e  re su l ts ."

The  r e s u l t  w as  a co lo rfu l ,  in tr ica te ly  
d e s ig n e d  m u r a l  p a in te d  on th e  brick  
wall o f  U nivers i ty  Grill, w h ich  is 
loca ted  on  West Webb Avenue. Before 
th e  t r a n s fo rm a t io n ,  w h ic h  to o k  place  
on  Feb. 29 a n d  M arch  1, th e  b u i ld in g  
a p p e a re d  ru n - d o w n  a n d  a b a n d o n e d ,  
p r o m p t in g  I rv ine 's  d e c is io n  to  a d d  life 
to  th e  fa d in g  b r ic k  a n d  a t t r a c t  p e o p le  to 
s to p  a n d  eat,  a c c o rd in g  to  Goren-Rode.

“T h is  m u r a l  w all  is j u s t  to  m e  so 
a m a z in g ,” sh e  sa id .  “T h is  b u i ld in g  h ad  
n o  id e n t i ty  a n d  th e  Elon s t u d e n t s  have  
g iven  it a n  id en t i ty .”

T he  p a r tn e r s h i p  b e tw e e n  th e  
n e tw o rk  a n d  th e  u n iv e r s i ty  b e g an  
w h e n  N icholas  S m a la rz ,  th e  a s so c ia te  
p r o d u c e r  o f  “R e s ta u ra n t  Im p o ss ib le ,” 
co n ta c te d  M ichael Pels, c h a i r  of 
Elon’s a r t  d e p a r tm e n t ,  a n d  a sk e d  if  
h i s  s t u d e n t s  w o u ld  be  in te re s te d  in  
s u b m i t t i n g  d e s ig n s  for a m u ra l .  A f te r  
th e  d e s ig n s  w e n t  t h r o u g h  c ity  council  
for ap p ro v a l .  Pels a n d  so m e  o f  h is  
s t u d e n t s  sk e tc h e d  th e  d e s ig n  o n to  th e  
b r ick  w all  b e fo re  b e g in n in g  to  p a in t  on
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Elon applicants, current students aim to impress during Fellows Weekend
^ s te n  Olsen
Senior Reporter

The a p p lic an ts  a r e n ' t  t h e  o n ly  o nes  
competing Fellows W eekend .

While Fellows W ee k en d  p ro v id e s  Elon 
•acuity w ith  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to  a s se s s  
perspective s tu d e n t s ,  th e  w e e k e n d  
also enables th e  f a c u l ty  a n d  c u r r e n t  
students to  im p r e s s  fe llow s ap p lic an ts .

This y e a r ’s a n n u a l  Fe llow s W eekend  
osted the  la rg e s t  n u m b e r  o f  p o te n t ia l  

. ows s tu d e n ts  i n  t h e  u n iv e r s i t y ’s 
mstory. For th e  2012-2013 a ca d em ic

year, a to ta l  of 1,634 p e rsp e c t iv e  
s tu d e n ts  ap p lied  to  th e  sev en  fellows 
p ro g ra m s ,  a n d  602 w ere  in v ited  back  
th i s  w eekend ,  10 p e rc e n t  m o re  t h a n  la s t  

year.
Scott Buechler, in te r im  d e a n  o f  the  

School of Business,  sa id  th a t  of th e  
90  B usiness  Fellows w ho  w ere  in v ited  
to  com e th is  w eekend ,  9 0  p e rc e n t  a re  
a lre ad y  co m m itte d .

“We a re  lo o k in g  for s tu d e n ts  w ith  
In te l lec tu a l  cu r io s i ty  a n d  lea d e rsh ip  
p o te n t i a l” sa id  Buechler.

W hile th o se  in  th e  p ro g ra m  c e r ta m ly

va lue  th e  q u a l i ty  o f  each  in d iv id u a l ,  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  a p p l ic a n ts  a lo n e  in d ic a te s  
th e  a m o u n t  o f  g ro w th  th e  p ro g ra m  
e x p e r ien c e d ,  B uech le r  sa id .

Every year, Elon h o s t s  a  w e e k e n d  for 
p o te n t ia l  fe llow s w h o  a re  in te rv iew in g  
a n d  ap p ly in g  for o n e  o f  205 s p o t s  in  
th e  p ro g ra m .  T he  w e e k e n d  b e g in s  w i th  
in fo rm a t io n  s e ss io n s  a b o u t  th e  five Elon 
ex p er ien c e s ,  c a m p u s  to u r s  a n d  p r o g r a m  
re c e p t io n s  a n d  e n d s  w ith  2 0 -m in u te  
in te rv iew s  for eac h  p ro sp e c t iv e  s tu d e n t  
a n d  a p a n e l  of Fellows a lu m n i .

T h is  y e a r  y ie ld ed  th e  h ig h e s t

n u m b e r  of a p p l ic a n ts  a n d  th e  h ig h e s t  
GPA a n d  g ra d e  averages ,  a c c o rd in g  to 
Greg Zaiser, th e  c o -ch a ir  o f  th e  fe llow s 
co m m itte e .

“We a re  lo o k in g  for s t u d e n t s  w ith  
p a ss io n ,  rea l  in te re s t ,  th e  ab il i ty  to 
a r t i c u la te  a n d  a n  a w a re n e s s  for th e  
w orld  a r o u n d  th e m ,” h e  said .

The  average  GPA of  th e  a p p l ic a n ts  
t h i s  y e a r  is 4.5, a n d  th e  average  SAT 
sc o re s  is 1250, th e  h ig h e s t  it h a s  ever 
been .
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