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Controversial ‘Kony 2012’ films elicit 
visible response from student activists
Katherine Blunt
Assistant News Fteporter

An Inv'isible Children representative 
who lived through the experience hiding 
from the Lord's Resistance Army, a rebel 
group concentrated in central Africa, 
as depicted in the “Kony 2012” films, 
addressed a crowd at Elon University 
April 23.

As a 5-year-old in northern Uganda, 
Agnes Aromorach slept alone in the 
jungle each night, using the brush and the 
darkness to conceal herself from the LRA 
led by Joseph Kony.

“It was so cold, I had no shelter and I was 
so scared of the darkness and the animals 
and just everything,” said Aromorach, 
who now works as a traveling volunteer, 
or roadie, for Invisible Children. “People 
lived in total fear of being abducted by 
the rebel army, of losing their loved ones 
every single day that passed by."

Invisible Children is an organization 
dedicated to education about _ child 
soldiers in Uganda. In the wake of the 
organization's viral video “Kony 2012,” 
five roadies with the organization raised 
awareness of the “Stop Kony” campaign 
Monday night at Elon University. Through 
the first-hand testimony of Aromorach 
and the screening of “Kony 2012 Part 11 
- Beyond Famous," the team condemned 
Kony for kidnapping thousands of 
African children from their villages and 
forcing them to assume military roles in 
the LRA. They urged students to join the 
fight against him by appealing to political 
leaders and spreading information.

Since its online release March 5, “Kony 
2012" has been viewed more than 100 
million times worldwide. The video incited 
both activism and criticism, creating a 
controversy that now surrounds Invisible 
Children and the cause for which it fights.

While “Kony 2012" moved many to 
action at the individual and national levels, 
some argue that the film exaggerates 
Kony’s influence within the region and 
misrepresents the plight of the Africans 
affected by the violence of the LRA.

See KONY I PAGE 3
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‘The Station’ provokes 
concern from town

    GLORIA s o  I  S taff  P h o to g ra p h e r

Pride Week expresses unity within diverse organization

B r ia n "  LLENBY | S taff  P h o to g ra p h e r

M r t '  Ethan Glassm an (left) and s e n i o r  Raafe 2 0
participate in the National Day of Silence and Pride Parade April 20-

Melissa Kansky
News Editor

Pride Week signifies the unity and 
confidence within the LGBTQ community, 
but for sophomore Kevin Moore, the 
celebratory week at Elon University is a 
symbol of comfort.

Moore, president of Spectrum, said 
he was in the closet until the events 
throughout Pride Week revealed a group 
dedicated to acceptance and support.

Pride Week signifies unity, said Raafe 
Purnsley, a member of Spectrum. The 
rainbow flag, a symbol of the LGBTQ 
movement, represents the aim of the week 
and symbolizes different colors coming 
together.

“It started as a sign of unity to show 
the community this is what we are, this 
is what we want to be, let us be this," 
Purnsley said. “We’re not aggressive. We’re 
not foreign. We’re not evil.”

See PRIDE WEEK I PAGE 2

Katherine Blunt
Assistant News Editor

Elon s tu d e n ts  have in fr in g ed  upon  
h e r  space for years . She h a s  found 
a so ro rity -b rand ed  flip-flop  in  her 
ya rd  and  a p a ir  of V ictoria’s Secret 
u n d erw ear  in  her tree . But only when 
the  u n ive rs ity  i tse lf  c rep t in to  her 
back yard  d id  Jo Grimley get tru ly  
upset.

“My h u sb an d  and  1 are  going to 
t ry  liv ing  here  for one year a fte r  (The 
S tation at Mill Point) opens, b u t we’re 
a lready  m ak ing  p la n s  to move,” said  
Grimley, a fo rm er A lderw om an who 
lives on South W illiam son Avenue. 
“We love th is  house. My g ran d d ad  
bu il t  it h im se lf  in  1904. Our ch i ld ren  
w ant us  to keep it, bu t we’re  n o t su re  
if we can  do th a t .”

The Station at Mill Point, Elon 
U niversity’s new res id en tia l 
neighborhood  th a t w ill house  324 
ju n io r  and  sen ior s tud en ts ,  is 
be ing  developed on what was once 
F irehouse Field, located across from 
th e  Town of Elon Fire D epartm en t 
be tw een  South  W illiam son Avenue 
and  Joh nson  Street. The 14 apartm ent- 
style com plexes tha t have been und er 
c o n stru c t io n  since la st sum m er are  
schedu led  to open A ugust 2012, and 
an  add itiona l 10 com plexes will be 
added by A ugust 2013.

“I’m  for (the development) 
because  the un iversity  need s  it, and 
I su p p o r t  the  no tion  of con tigu ity  (in 
a s tu d en t environm ent),"  said Jo’s 
h u sb a n d  Gene Grimley, a chem is try  
p ro fesso r at Elon. “But if the re  was 
the  o p p o r tu n ity  to keep it green , they 
shou ld  have done th a t .”

A lthough  F irehouse Field is Elon 
U niversity p roperty , it w asn 't  always 
reserved  for u n iv e rs ity  use. In 2008, 
the u n iv e rs ity  o ffered  the  la nd  to the  
Town of Elon as a site for a public 
library, free  of cost. The Town of Elon 
Board of A lderm en  considered  the  
offer, b u t u lt im a te ly  chose to bu ild  
th e  l ib ra ry  at Beth Schm idt Park on 
Cook Road.

“T here w ere a lot of people  in  town 
th a t  w an ted  to b u ild  th e  l ib ra ry  at 
th e  park ," sa id  Mayor Je rry  Tolley. 
“T h ere ’s a d en se r  p o p u la tio n  over 
th e re  in  th a t  p a r t  of tow n, and  
w hen  you b u ild  it over the re ,  a lot of 
people  in  G uilford C ounty  can u se  it. 
L ibraries like to serve as m any  people 
as they  can .”

A 3-2 vote by th e  Board of 
A lderm en  le ft F irehouse  Field vacant, 
an d  the  u n ive rs ity  cap ita lized  on an 
o p p o r tu n i ty  to bu ild  new s tu d en t 
housing . The Board of A lderm en 
approved  th e  c o n s tru c t io n  of The 
S tation in  M arch 2011, a f te r  w hich  a 
public  h ea ring  w as held  to d iscu ss  
tra ff ic  an d  p a rk in g  concerns 
s u r ro u n d in g  the  developrnent.

As req u es ted  d u r in g  th e  hearing , 
p a rk in g  at The Station will be  located  
to th e  fa r  west of th e  com plexes n ear 
Jo hn so n  Street, and  a tu r n  lane will 
be added  at the  in te rs e c tio n  of South 
W illiam son Avenue and  Ball Park 
Road. The N orth  C aro lina  D ep artm en t 
of T ra n sp o r ta t io n  is co nside rin g  the 
ad d ition  of a tra ff ic  ligh t as well.

But re s id en ts  located  ju s t  outs ide 
The S ta tion’s p e r im e te r  s t il l  h a rb o r  
re se rv a tio n s  ab ou t the  developm ent 
ac ross  th e  s tree t .  Rose A nn McLellend,

See THE STATION I PAGE 4
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