
Senior music theater majors take 
“West Side Story” and "No One ‘

the stage during the Department of Performing Arts' Grand Night March 30 and 31. ^ m b e r s  of ‘h® g ^ d u a t ^ c l a s s  C h riS iS )^ “̂ T k e 7 c te «  S io
Is Alone” from “Into tt>e Woods.” They concluded the show with “I Will Turn to You,” wntten by alumni Daniel Gibson, Class of 2009 and Chnstopher Staskel, Class of 2010.

Performing arts students prepare for stage outside Elon
Stephanie Butzer
Senior Reporter

A fter fo u r  packed  years, 
sen io rs  in  th e  D ep a rtm en t of 
P erfo rm ing  A rts  a re  saying 
ttie ir  f inal goodbyes to the  
stage  a n d  th e ir  scene p a r tn e rs .

Senior Leela R othenberg  
sa id  she w as lucky eno u g h  
to  be in  every m a in  stage 
p ro d u c tio n  since  th e  sp r in g  of 
h e r  f re sh m a n  year. R o thenberg  
said  she is a lw ays excited about 
thea ter, w hich  h a s  im p ac ted  
h e r  en tire  life, a n d  th r iv e s  on  
the  a d ren a lin e  she gets d u r in g  
a p e rfo rm an ce .

R o th en b e rg ’s favorite
p ro d u c tio n  was las t fa ll’s “Hair: 
The A m erican  Tribal Love-Rock 
M usical” becau se  it w as no t only 
abou t love, b u t a lso  sen io r  year.

“I got to p lay  Jean n ie  an d  it 
was a  blast," R o th en b erg  said. 
“All of m y b e s t  f r ien d s  w ere in

th e  show  as well, so  it w as a real 
b o n d in g  experience .”

R o thenberg  sa id  she  is 
u n s u re  of w hat she  will do 
a f te r  college, a n d  w ill m ake  
p o s t-g rad u a tio n  p lan s  once 
au d it io n s  s ta r t.  But she  h o p es  
w hen  she  m oves to  New York 
City, she  will have a  b e tte r  
g ra sp  on h e r  fu tu re .

“A d re a m  w ould  be  to 
even tua lly  get on  Broadway, 
b u t m ore  im p o r ta n tly  be  
h ap p y  in  w ha tever 1 am  doing ,” 
R o th en b erg  sa id . “T h is  b u s in e ss  
is  h a rd  to  get in to  a n d  s tay  in , so 
as  long a s  I am  d o ing  so m e th in g  
th a t  m ak es  m e happy, it w ould  
b e  a d re am .”

Senior Paige C arte r  sa id  
she  a lso  h o p e s  to  m ak e  it to 
Broadway, bu t a s  a n  eq u ity  stage 
m anager. In th e  im m ed ia te  
fu tu re .  C arte r  is  h ead ed  to Las 
Vegas to  p e r fo rm  w ith  C irque 
du  Soleil’s “KA.” A fter she
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Senior Leela Rothenberg (center) sings “Air” during a perform ance of “Hair.”

fin ish es  h e r  work w ith  C irque, 
she will s ta r t  a  year-long 
p o sitio n  w ith  Olney T hea tre  
C enter in  W ashing ton , D.C.

“(I will) s ta r t  w ork ing  
on  g a in in g  p o in ts  to w ard  
b eco m in g  a m em b e r  of (the 
A c to rs’ Equity  A ssociation), the  
u n io n  for s tage  m an a g e rs  and  
ac to rs ,” C a rte r  said. “A fter tha t,  
I’m  w ide open . We’ll see  w here  
life tak e s  m e.”

Like R othenberg , C arte r  
sa id  th e a te r  m ad e  h e r  w ho  she  
is today, b ecau se  she  w as able 
to  f in d  h e rse lf  a n d  grow  as 
a p e rso n . The th ea te r  at Elon 
is p a r tic u la r ly  fu ll of energy, 
love a n d  su p p o r t  for all of its 
m em b ers ,  she  said.

“Everyone loves a n d  cares  
abou t one a n o th e r ,” C arte r  said. 
“Because of m y involvem ent 
w ith  thea ter , I’ve lea rn ed  to  be  
overw helm ing ly  accep ting  of 
o th e rs  an d , m ost im portan tly , 
m yself.”

C arte r  w orked w ith  the 
p ro d u c tio n  a n d  design  side of 
th e  D ep artm en t of Perform ing  
Arts, w hich  allow ed h e r  to 
be  involved w ith  m ost of the  
show s at Elon. She w as the  
stage m an ag e r  for “C rim es of 
the  H eart,” a  W inter Term  show, 
a n d  re h ea rse d  long h o u rs  for 
those  th ree  w eeks. She said  she 
b ecam e very  close w ith  Fred 
Rubeck, d e p a r tm en t chair, as 
well as the  cast.

Senior K ris tina  Loeffke, a 
cast m em b er in  “C rim es of the  
H eart,” is  a  double  m jgor in  BFA 
acting  a n d  BA thea trical design 
a n d  p roduction . She h as  also 
p e rfo rm ed  in  “Jake’s Women,” 
“The T im e of Your Life” a n d

_________________  “Ajax," while
serv ing  as 
th e  director.

336-226-06^7
U 4 3 ( ^ S t .

IR d .

ettu i ^ e t cfou

m

FIL£ PHOTO BY BRIAN ALLENBY

Senior Ben Morris portrays Macduff in Elon’s  production of “Macbeth.”

s c e n i c  
d e s i g n e r  
a n d  so u n d  
designer for 
m any  o ther 
p ro d u c tio n s .  
B e c a u s e  
Loeffke has 
worked w ith  
so  m any 
s h o w s ,  
she has 
m ade m any 
f r i e n d s h i p s  
w ith  o ther 
studen ts , she 
said.

L o e f f k e  
is cu rren tly  
e x p l o r i n g  
h er post- 
Elon options 
in  Atlanta 
an d  New 
York and 
h as  received

offers to work on a few television 
shows.

“I am  excited to explore  that 
m ed iu m  m ore,” Loeffke said. 
“I ju s t  w ant to  m ake  enough  
m oney  doing w hat I love th a t I 
d o n ’t have to  have a survival 
job . ”

Senior Ben Morris has 
d irected , p roduced  a n d  acted 
in  m an y  plays at Elon, rang ing  
from  the  24-hour play festival 
to  “Macbeth.” He said  he  alw ays 
looks forw ard to seeing who 
else will be in  show s w ith  h im  
because  it ranges from  h is  best 
fr ien d s  to  people he  d o esn ’t 
know.

“T hrough  w orking on the  
show, I get to  spend  tim e  with 
m y best fr iends as well as get to 
know  new people,” Morris said.

Morris will move to Chicago 
a fte r g raduation  a n d  take  
im provisational c lasses at 
Im prov Olympic. He said  h is  
d ream  job  is to con tinue  im prov 
while s im ultaneously  w orking 
in  theater.

Senior A nastasia  W indeler 
has been  involved w ith  a lm o st 
all of the  dance  p ro d u c tio n s  
d u rin g  her four years  at Elon,

as  well as som e music theater 
shows.

“Elon prov ides such great 
o p p o r tu n it ie s  for becoming 
engaged  in  the  learning 
process," W indeler said. “Not 
only a re  the  opportunities 
th ere , b u t  th e  people bring such 
a g rea t env ironm en t. Everyone 
in  th e  d e p a r tm en t  tru ly  cares 
for one an o th e r  and  extends 
su ch  a f r iend ly  h and  to those 
w ho are  new.”

W indeler sa id  she has 
enjoyed  o b se rv ing  her growth 
w ith  fellow s tu d en ts  in the 
p e rfo rm in g  arts . Aside from a 
dance  mcyor, she  is also mooring 
in  in te rn a tio n a l  studies, and the 
p e rfo rm in g  a r ts  have given her 
a ba lan ce  in  her life, she said.

“W hile academ ics are so 
im p o r ta n t  to  me, there is 
so m e th in g  so  elemental an 
connective  in the performing 
a r ts ,” W indeler said. “It 
show n  m e th a t there  is a deeper
form  of com m unication  ou
there . The pow er of theater to 
m ake  o th e rs  th in k  and fe^  ̂
a m az in g , an d  I would never 
have rea l ized  the  extent of ^  

w ith o u t m y experiences at Elon.


