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Not only did Barnhill get in
volved, but he served as the 
president for the organization 
that would lead to what is now 
the Kernodle Center and Elon 
Volunteers.

“I got kind of thrust into the 
limelight with starting service at 
Elon,” Barnhill said. “That was 
the kickoff of it all, and then 
from there, Habitat grew, and 
the chaplain said again, ‘What 
if we did more than just help 
people build housing — work
ing with people in need?’ So we 
started Elon Volunteers, and I 
served as the first student coor
dinator of that.”

The program that started 
with Barnhill now facilitates 
dozens of programs and has 
more than 100 student lead
ers that organize programing 
for undergraduates to partici
pate in. Their initiatives range 
from youth development to 
environmental issues, includ
ing eight community partners 
that consistently welcome Elon 
Volunteers.

After the establishment of 
Elon Volunteers, the program
ing continued to expand. In 
1997, the Center for Service 
Learning received an endow
ment from the Kernodle family 
in honor of their late son, John 
k- Kernodle, who was an ac
tive member in the Burlington 
community. His mother, who is 
now widowed and nearing 100 
years old, serves on the adviso- 
^ committee for the Kernodle 
Center and is stiU supportive of 
ihe center.

Mary Morrison, assistant 
dean of campus life and direc
tor of the Kernodle Center, has 
oeen at Elon for 13 years. Since 
her arrival, she has had a hand 
in expanding and deepening the 
center’s efforts.

We have this really interest
ing leadership structure,” Mor

rison says of the organization, 
which only has six professional 
staff members. “They always had 
a leadership structure—student 
leadership structure—but we 
kind of broadened that and for
malized that. Now we have any
where from 120 to 140 student 
leaders who are planning, im
plementing and evaluating our 
programs. We’ve grown tremen
dously—from a smaller group of 
students when I came—and the 
kind of things we have been do
ing have expanded.”

Look-

14ing forward,
Morrison says 
her focus is 
on deepen
ing the work 
that students 
are doing and 
making sure 
their efforts 
are worth
while and 
meaningful.

Barnhill 
sees great po
tential in the 
effect Elon 
Volunteers 
can have on 
the commu
nity. During 
the 2015-2016 
school year,
Elon’s chap
ter of Habitat for Humanity 
celebrated its 25th house in Al
amance County—an achieve
ment Barnhill does not take 
lightly.

“I think picking a few areas 
of concern that are deep in the 
community and focusing on 
those with all the resources, ef
forts, knowledge, skills and tal
ents of Elon—we could actually 
solve problems. Not just address 
the problem, but solve it, Barn
hill said. “Imagine if Elon said 
we are going to eradicate pover
ty housing in Alamance Coun
ty, and we are going to do that 
by partnering with all of these 
different organizations and all

these different donors, imagine 
that. Alamance County—the 
first county in America that 
eliminates inadequate housing.”

Morrison says interest in 
long-standing organizations 
such as Habitat has not waned, 
but they are always thinking of 
ways to engage more students. 
One of the biggest areas of inter
est for Elon students, Morrison 
says, are those involved with 
the youth population in Burl
ington. Through the Boys and 
Girls Club and programming 

through the 
Burlington 
Housing Au
thority, each 
week many 
students flock 
to these op
portunities. 
During the 
2013-2014 
school year, 
the number of 
service hours 
completed 
by students 
increased by 
23 percent to 
reach 127,000
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curricular 
and co-curricular programs. 
Co-curricular programs in
clude the opportunities students 
take advantage of outside of the 
classroom, whereas curricular 
programming would fall under 
what is considered an Academic 
Service Learning Course.

Morrison says they’ve done 
studies to figure out how their 
work is impacting the commu
nity and how the volunteers are 
received. Morrison says through 
the various work, whether its 
students who complete a public 
relations assignment for a com
munity partner or a student who 
tutors a child every week, the 
impact is felt and overwhelm-
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Top: John Barnhill ’92 receives the Iris 
Holt McEwen Award during the 1990- 
1991 school year alongside his parents 
and grandfather.
Left: A group of Elon students take a 
break from a Habitat for Humanity 
build in 1997.

ingly appreciated.
As part of Homecoming 

this year, the Kernodle Center 
is celebrating its alumni who 
have gone on to pursue ser
vice-based work as a career.

“We want to celebrate those 
alums who took it to the next 
level and made it their profes
sion or career,” Morrison said.

Not only are students pur
suing careers in government 
or non-profit work, Morrison 
says she still finds many alums 
who have pursued careers in 
unrelated fields but still give 
back to their communities in 
other ways.

“It’s interesting to me the 
number of students who may 
have gone into accounting, or 
they may have gone into pub
lic relations, or they may have 
chosen a completely different 
career, but have maintained 
their community-engaged 
work because that is so deeply 
ingrained into their values,” 
Morrison said. “We love to see 
that too.”

In addition to the Kernodle 
Center in upstairs Moseley, 
during the 2012-2013 school 
year, the Downtown Center 
for Community Engagement 
opened in downtown Burl
ington. It serves as a meeting 
place for students, faculty and 
staff but also for the communi
ty to have “important and cru
cial conversations.”

While Barnhill now has less 
of a hands-on role in the Ker
nodle Center, his long-stand
ing history with the organiza
tion gives him perspective that 
few people have and leaves 
him with great admiration for 
its progress and successes.

“I’m really proud of what 
the students of each year, each 
day have put forward to make 
it better and stronger every 
year,” Barnhill said. “There is 
nothing more fun for me than 
to walk up into a Habitat meet
ing, meet some students doing 
Habitat or Elon Volunteers or 
anyone, and they have no idea 
who I am, and they talk about 
it with the passion that I had 
when I was doing it—that’s the 
best thing. That it’s sustained. 
It continues on.”

Recovering 
from tragedy

in Numen Lumen at that evening. But before that, 
Tommer and several other students organized 
a gathering in the Moseley Center Sunday after
noon. Tommer helped to publicize the event by 
word of mouth and social media posts.

“To make this happen was just really powerful 
to me and just shows the resiliency and power of 
the Jewish community around the world,” Tom
mer said.

Despite the university’s late response, the group 
wanted to act fast. But there was a one challenge 
for Rabbi Mendy Minkowitz.

“Because this tragedy happened on a Sabbath, 
which has traditionally the day when we don’t use 
any electronic devices, including of course televi
sion, internet and anything like that, I was com
pletely in the dark about this event until fairly late 
in the dayj’ Minkowitz said.

That’s exactly what Lakind feared as he made 
the trip to Minkowitz’s house Saturday afternoon.

“So the first thing I did, I drove over there and 
he was already informed by other people about 
the situation,” Lakind said.

“We need to do something. Like we can’t just 
sit down. Something needs to happen right away.
... We started planning and thinking of something 
that we could possibly do to help anyone affected, 
the whole Jewish community,” Lakind said.

When word started to spread, Tommer also 
joined in the planning.

“The fact that this many people showed up was 
really great because there really wasn’t that much 
notice,” Tommer said.

With just a few posts, texts and calls, the group 
of students created a space for themselves and oth
ers to reflect on the tragedy impacting their com
munity.

Minkowitz works with Chabad of Elon and 
Burlington. He said this violence was a threat to 
all Jews.

“I think it’s also trying to send a message that 
we shouldn’t even feel safe in our own domain, in 
our own houses of worship,” Minkowitz said. ‘And 
we shouldn’t ever feel like we’re free of anti-Semi
tism and of bias.”

Minkowitz said the connection between dark 
and light in the Jewish faith is a constant reminder 
of hope.

“Most people are afraid to grab darkness and 
you know, get hurt in the process of that have 
that struggle,” he said, “But you don’t need to grab 
darkness, you just need to make light. And when 
you make light, darkness automatically fades.”

Kay said hope is not enough.
“I think that the silence right now is deafening, 

and I think that it’s really upsetting to see that the 
people who have so much to say about so many 
gun reform issues are saying nothing about this.”

For Lakind and Kay there’s a gap in support 
from the Elon community.

“It’s kind of 
ironic because 
‘Elon means oak 
in Hebrew, and 
so I feel that a lot 
of people don’t 
really recognize 
that there is a 
Jewish presence 
on campus,” Lak
ind said.

Kay said she 
wished more 
people would 
come and sup
port her commu
nity.

“I think that 
that’s really hard 
and you need to 
show that you’re - 
in solidarity with 

all groups and the Jews are a group that were pros
ecuted and have been prosecuted and time after 
time after time,” Kay said. “I think that many times 
people don’t consider [Jewish people] a marginal
ized group and we are.”

Minkowitz agreed and drew from the history 
of his community.

“The Jewish people are no stranger to perse
cution and to hurt and to violence. We’ve ^most 
done this our entire history. It’s terrible every time 
it happens, but we’ve built a resilience to be able to 
overcome and continue,” Minkowitz said.
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Alex Farber, pictured at age 13, 
reads from the Torah during his 
bar mitzvah at the Tree of Life 
Synagogue in 2013.


