A
NATIONAL STUDZNT ASSOCIATION

A rccent issuc of the LAST CAROIINIAN, thce campus nowspapcer of Bast
Carolina Collcge, conteincd information decaling with thoe National Student
Association. The NSA, of which Last Carolina is a mcmber, is a student
organigzation composcd of mecmbor colleges from all over the United States.
This association is intcrested in student ideas on intirnational, national,
and local lcvels, and it aids its mcmbers through preparcd litcraturc,
spz2akers, films, confcrinccs, cte.

Last ycar, the Vicc rosident of NSA visitzd the lon cammus in order
to give our SG information conccerning the organization and thce worth of
our collcge beccoming a member. At the oresent, the issuc is being considdr-
cd by our SG, but there must be a thorough investigation as to the valuc
of NSA.

In August, NSA held its fifthtcenth National Congrcss at Ohio State
University whcerce mcember schools met to discuss droblems prevalcnt on their
campuses and to pass lecgislation dealing with thesc problems. Specific
issucs discussed at the conferencc were: nuclcar testing, civil rights,

‘ acadomic freccdom, thc rolc of the student in policy making, frcedom of the
press, student rights, administrative violation of scarch and scizurc laws,
unfavorable parcntal control over students by administrations, and viola-
tion of feculty rights. ;

Following is & co:y of onc bill passcd at thc confercnce which may
bc of interecst to students on our camopus, as it cxpresscs the attitudes
of reorcscntative collcge students from all over the nation. The bill
was printed in the AST CAROLINIAN,

FACT °

In meny universitics in this country, thc administration
is concerncd with verious aspccts of students'! pecrsonal and
non~-scholastic livecs. Schools have institutcd regulations
on the consumption of alcoholic bevcrages othcr than thosc
imposcd by state laws. they have imposcd standards of dress,
insistecd upon dormitory curfcws, end have rcstrictced smoking
for reasons other than thosc of safcty and comfort.
PRINCIPLE ¢

USNSA rccognizcs that certain rules are ncccessery for
scholastic achicvement and for the maintenance of minimal
order in the cducational community. However, USHSA also
belicves that certain arcas of student 1life arc private
conccrns and should not be the subjecct of university regu-
lations. We belicve that the development of the ability
to make resnonsible decisions about personal matters is
both an important part of the maturotion of the individual
and an cssential clcment of the cducational process. Ve
believe that the individual student must be forced to
confront challenging situations on his own. Only by such
confrontation can the student become preparcd for his role
as an autonomous individual in a dcmocratic socicty.

DECLARATION

" USNSA deplorcs administration infringcment upon the
pcrsonal rights of individuals. DEducation consists not
only of lecarning in thc classroom, but also of active
participation in sclf-dircction. Upon graduation stu-
dents cannot be exmccted to ect responsibly unless the
university hes continuelly confrontc them with situations
which have rcouired them to make decisions. VWhen the
university forces students to teke the res,onsibility for
the consce ucnccs of their decisions, it will have helpced
to dcvclop rcasonablc men end competent citizens.

USNSA rccognizes that perhaps carly in a collcge
student's carwcr, transitional curfow rcgulations may be
neccessary. However, the final goal must be a situation
in which thc individual controls and is responsiblc for
himsclf. We declarc thet administration restrictions cone
cerning dress, alcoholic bcvcerages, smoking, and curfcws
intcrfere with the private lives of studcnts.




