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Today’s teenagers a re  frus tra ted .  They want som e
thing to do. They a re  search ing  for an outlet which will 
give them a feeling of individuality and accom plish
ment. Today one of the outlets most widely used by 
teenagers  is drugs. T here a re  th ree main reasons 
why they have reso rted  to this and these rea so n s  are  
the bas is  for their  en tire  experience with narcotics.

The f i rs t  and most evident reasons is that teen
a g e rs  a re  looking for excitement. They want to ex
perience something new and different. They a re  tired  
of life’s routing and they want a change. Through the 
use_of drugs, they find this excitement.

The second reason is  that teenagers want to be in 
dependent. Today, m ore than ever , young adults want 
freedom. They don’t want to be told what to do o r  how to 
do it. They want to b reak away from parental rule and 
live a life of se lf- re l iance .  They usually find this 
“ freedom ”  through drugs. It gives them the feeling of 
independence that they long for.

The third  and final reason  is  that teenagers  are  
looking for an escape from the world today. They a re  
t i re d  of the many problem s that exist in our so-called  
dem ocra tic  government and they want a re le a se .  The 
m ost inviting way out is  drugs.

These a re  the reasons for the widespread use of 
drugs by teenagers  in A m erica today. It is a problem 
that faces adults as well as teenagers , because it must 
be solved by both. It is also a problem that every  A m er
ican adult should think se rious ly  about, because today, 
teenagers  need the ir  help m ore than ever.

Brenda Watson

Unity :  Three Sides
Surely, we ag ree  that Whites have and a re  exploit

ing Blacks in p rac tically  every facet of life, that whites 
a re  a common enemy to blacks, and that we blacks 
m ust as a unit l iberate  ourse lves  from the whites. 
But the m anner in which we a re  to execute this task 
has in i tse lf  become a b a r racad e  on our own firing 
line.

We have our divisions: the militant who contends 
that we black must use all physical force necessa ry  
to destroy an d /o r  separa te  from the white power s t ru c 
ture; the negro who contends that the law is  on our 
side and that we should exhaust all legal and peaceful 
means of negotiation to destroy the white power s t ru c 
ture; and the Uncle Tom who is the TOO polite yes 
s i r  man(?)who does not wish to offend the “ g rea t  white 
fa the r”  — a good nigger. Though these th ree  divisions 
have various meanings, the ir  ultimate end is  the same. 
In other words, paradoxically as  it may seem , each 
a t tacks the enemy with i ts  own convictions and through 
a unique personality  that owes its  conception to a white- 
dominated society that advocates freedom and democ
racy  yet is  an enemy of the same. Consequently, the 
common end is  m ore  significant than the means. T here 
fore we m ust function as  a unified, cohesive force.

The effect the white power s tru c tu re  has exerted  
on the mental p ro cesses ,  behavior, social organization 
and cultural life of blacks is  explicit in these th ree 
postulates and the ir  contenders: all blacks should em 
brace  white middle c lass  values — the negroes; all 
blacks should let whites be the p acese tte rs  of our  l ib e ra 
tion — Uncle Toms. Thus, in accordance with the 
way one has been affected, (success , failu re , etc.,) 
the re  a re  various philosophies and concepts of how we 
should encounter the white power s tru c tu re .  Hence, 
whatever vices and vir tues  black men exhibit a re  the 
re su l t  of the white power s truc tu re .  A s tru c tu re  like 
a v irus  that has inconsistent manifesta tions. Then 
the re  is  no wonder why we vic tim s have inconsistent 
symptoms. Even though each group attacks the enemy 
differently, aggression, reg a rd le ss  of guise, is  benefi
cial. Subsequently, the groups a re  mutually exclusive, 
though a rec iprocal unit. But d is respec t  for another’s 
point of view and unaw areness of the origin of that point 
of view breed  separa teness  — a cancerous evil we 
blacks don’t need.Our chance of waging a totally physi
cal triumph, a totally legal triumph, a totally la is -  
s e z - fa ire  tr lum p is nil. However, the use of all three 
at the right time, place and circum stance can be effec
tive. As one would not use vinegar to catch f lies,  one 
would not use an “ Uncle Tom to barga in  with a 
radical.

Whitely has his divisions also: the rad ica l who ad
vocates complete liberation of blacks NOW; the libe
ra l  who advocates changes and eventual liberation of 
blacks; the conservative who advocates s ta tus  quo. 
Since whitey’s a rm y is  divided, this, in my opinion, 
is why we can make our division effective. As black 
men we can unite and d irec t  our existing forces  to 
overcom e our res is tance .

Yes, we blacks have our divisions, but they a re  not 
s ta tic .  One may move in o r  out of a group through his 
own convictions o r  through persuasion by a disciple 
of another group. P ersuasion ,  yes. Coercion — no. 
Coercion in any form breeds  suspicion and disdain. 
It is  not possible for black men to work well together 
housing such pestistence. My p rem ise  is: '  While 
united as a chohesive force, one in the union may still 
obey him self and pledge him self without neglecting his 
own in te res t  — self p reserva tion .
Anonymous -  A Student

P a s t  & 
Present

Benjamin Banneker 
was a nineteenth century 
as tronom er of Maryland. 
Banneker acquired the 
rudim ents of his educa
tion from his grandmo
ther. In 1797, Banneker 
began the publication of 
a s e r ie s  of alm anacs. The 
f i r s t  was that for the 
yea r  1792 and the last 
that for 1802. “ He also 
wrote a d issertionon  bees 
and culculated the locust 
plague as  rec u rren t  in 
the seventeen year  cy 
c le s” . Aside from a-  
stronom y, Banneker like 
m ost g rea t  men had a p a r 
ticu lar  in te res t  in politi
cal affairs .

Granville T. Woods was 
a sc ien tis t- inventor  who 
we know very little of but 
was one of the f i rs t  Black 
Men to keep cu rren t  data 
of his  inventions. “ He 
made various im prove
ments in telegraphy, these 
including a system  of 
telegraphy from moving 
tra in s ,  also an e lec tr ic  
trailway and a phono
graph. Several of Ws not
able inventions were a s 
signed to the General E - 
le c tr ic  Company and to 
the American Bell T ele 
phone Company.”

“ M arcus Garvey was 
som etim e re fe r re d  to as 
the f ierce , rac ia l and vio
lent spokesman. Such a 
leade r  was Garvey, in 
extolling everything 
black, appealed to the 
m a sses  in Black urban 
com munities; he preach 
ed the g lories  of the A fri
can past and foresaw  a day 
when Afro -  A m ericans 
fleeing to the Dark Con
tinent, would build the ir  
own p ara d ise .”

Langston H u g h ^  is  one 
of the most famous of our 
contribu tors , whose ca 
r e e r  has been too full 
to se t down in any de
tail.  “ The author of many 
books, booklets, plays, 
and contributor to num
erous periodicals  and an
thologies, t ran s la to r  of a 
g rea t  number of Cuban 
and Haitian works, win
n e r  of several awards,he 
has been a war rep o r te r  
in Spain, Executive Di
re c to r  of the Harlem Suit
case  T heatre , and dele
gate for the league of 
American W riters  to Eu
ropean C ongress .”

‘C a r te r  G. Woodson of 
Cunton, Virginia s ta rted  
the f i r s t  system atic  
t rea tm ent of Negro h is 
tory in 1915. Woodson, 
an ex-coal m iner and 
school teacher,  o rganiz 
ed the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and 
History. Over the years  
the s ti l l- th riv ing  A sso
ciation has published 
many im portant volumes 
in this field. Today most 
educational institutions 
a re  conscious of the Ne
g ro ’s past and a re  de
veloping study program s 
to fill this neglected gap 
in the education of most 
A m ericans.”
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IR: And Other Comment
Is the re  anyone in this academic community who has 

yet to encounter the old w r i te r ’s lament that goes som e
thing like, “ I don’t want to be made rich , I don’t even 
want to be made famous, all I want to be is  rea d .” 

Well so fa r  as this w ri te r  is  concerned, I know 
now that even the la tte r  part of the above quote is  out 
of the question. How do I know? Well the following con
fession te lls how I know. The December ’68 IR piece 
was a m istaken in se r t  but being an author of singu
larly  unread proportions the column went unread. But 
f irs t ,  you have to recall how it is in a busy office with 
papers of various kind lying about. Well on this par ti 
cu lar  day in IR we were busy and I was having one of 
my usual chewing-out days. I didn’t really  mean for it 
to happen the way that it  did but the guy had really 
made me mad and in my tower of rage I had vented my

spleen of my m ost m asterful b lue-le tter .  Now get this, 
alongside the blue-memorandum was the IR re le ase  to 
The Voice, but from this point on I can sum m arize , 
the blue-memorandum was mistakenly sent to The Voice 
and The Voice peice was sent to the guy I was mad at.
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