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Black Man! Where 

Are You Going?
I have often asked m yself, “ is  college going to make 

me a b e t te r  m an?”  After a ll ,  I will s t i l l  be black. 
Not only have I asked this question m yself, but 1 
have asked  o thers  if they thought that college was 
going to make them b e tte r  individuals. After c a r e 
fully thinking about it, they a ll replied , "N ol”  College 
will help m e to b e tte r  understand the p roblem s at 
hand and be be tte r  p rep a red  to m eet them as  they 
come. College might a lso  help one to become a be t
t e r  A m erican citizen, but why would one s t r iv e  to 
be an outstanding m em ber of a place where he is 
known as  " those  people” , “ co lored  people” , o r  
“ n igger” ? L et’s face it, the only tim e that a black 
m an is thought of as  being someone is when his  pa ren ts  
rece ive  a le t te r  from the governm ent telling how th e ir  
son was killed while on active duty in Vietnam, or  
when he is about to pay double p r ice  for something 
that he cannot use.

We often s i t  down and talk about it, but what a re  
we doing about it? The only way that we a re  going to 
win a place in Am erica is  through unity, and the o ld 
e r  generation is a lm ost too fa r  gone. We a re  the fu ture , 
and it will be what we make out of it; th e re fo re ,  we 
m ust work together. We a re  college students, who 
a r e  m ost likely to reach  the top. When we reach  the 
top, a f te r  working very hard , don’t let it be sa id , as 
it has previously  been said  about black people, “ once 
they reach  the top, they a r e  not black anym ore .”  
If at any tim e a f te r  reaching the top you find you r
se lf  forgetting your past, take tim e and ask  your 
se lf ,  “ Black man, where a r e  you going?” , and the 
black man, as  a part  of A m erica , might live a little 
longer.

George H. P u rce ll

SPENDING COLLEGE 
T IM E WISELY

Spending one term  in college has taught me an im 
portant lesson  of g rea t  value. That is to keep a b reas t  
of my c la s s  ass ignm ents .

Feeling unaccustomed liber ty  from paren ta l 
and faculty superv ision  during my f i r s t  few weeks,
I form ed som e bad habits. At the f i r s t  invitation,
1 was willing to drop my books. 1 p re fe r re d  joining 
a dance sess ion  or seeing a movie in the Seabrook 
Auditorium to reading a textbook. In c la ss ,  I r e 
corded doodles in my notebook, believing that 1 could 
re m e m b e r  the lec tu res .

M idterm g rad es  w ere a shock to me! Catching up 
with my c la s s  ass ignm ents  was a lot of ha rd  work 
during the second half, because  som e of my in 
s t ru c to r s  had gotten a long lead. I passed , but with 
a sm all m arg in .

I have reso lved  to take care fu l notes, to read  
every  assignm ent diligently, and to re lax  at the 
movies only when my work is  finished. Having le a rn 
ed about college responsib ili t ie s  in sufficient tim e,
I want to profit  by the lesson  and to avoid o ther t ro u 
ble. 1 don’t want to take tim e explaining my fa ilu re  
o r  spending next sum m er in make -  up co u rse s .

T here  should be a contrasting  difference in study 
tim e and the tim e spent on socia l ac tiv ities ; in the 
fu ture , a good job and education will be much m ore  
beneficial in helping me obtain my d e s ire d  goal.

M attie Sturges

I N C R E A S E  Y O U R  V O C A B U L A R Y
The inc reasem en t of your vocabulary can be achiev

ed in num erous ways. A wide range  of reading m a te r i 
a ls  can be one of the ways; the associa tion  with o ther 
social c la s se s  is  another. Traveling is  a m eans by 
which you lea rn  how different words a r e  used in 
c e r ta in  loca lit ies . The use of the dictionary  can im 
prove your vocabulary, also.

improving your vocabulary through reading can help 
you. Reading new spapers and m agazines can introduce 
you to new words that a r e  used in daily life. You 
can le a rn  to recognize these  words and become fa 
m il ia r  with them. The new spaper gives words that 
a re  used in the government and o ther p laces . It 
helps you to b e tte r  understand the world and your 
surroundings. Books can improve your vocabulary 
by teaching the sty les  of different au thors . These 
books can show how an im proved vocabulary can bring  
excitement into the world of language. Authors use 
words that bring  the r e a d e r ’s senses  into what is 
being said.

Communicating with people will introduce you to new 
words a lm ost every hour of the day. People with diff
e ren t occupations use words according to th e ir  p a r t i 
cu lar  fields of work. In talking with these  people, 
you can become fam ilia r  with these words. You learn  
to recognize, to pronounce, and to use them , when
ever you converse .

If you a r e  not completely c le a r  on a word, the 
dictionary should always be your source  of r e f e r 
ence. H ere, you will find all the information that 
you will n ecessa r i ly  need to know. Learning how to 
pronounce words and to use them can enable you to 
communicate effectively.

Anita Hill

Being Black 

Is More Than 

Skin Color
Being black is m ore 

than skin color; it is  a 
s ta te  of mind and an a t 
titude. Since 1966, the 
em phasis  on black pow
e r  has focused attention 
on the word "b lack” . 
Some people a re  quick to 
point out that this con
c e rn  is not new; that we’ve 
been th is  way before.

It is  c le a r  that “ be 
ing black” , to many is 
m ore  than skin color; it 
is an attitude, a s ta te  of 
mind, a way of looking at 
life. This is what I will 
deal with he re .  In the 
United S tates, rac ism  has 
been m anifestly  "w hite” , 
and it has led to a h is 
to ry  of oppression of 
black A m ericans.

Em phasis  today on 
“ b lackness”  is  healthy 
and good because  it calls  
into question those t r a 
ditional values held by the 
l a rg e r  society. Even peo
ple who have called  them 
selves " in teg ra t io n is ts ” , 
upon c lo s e r  examination, 
have continued to view 
black people as  " c u l t 
u ra lly  deprived” , o r  as 
having to prove them selv 
es  ‘ worthy of accep t
ance”  as  a precondition 
to in tegration. To a large  
num ber of people, in te 
g ration  has  been a “ fa
v o r”  bestowed on black 
people.

In som e instances one 
is not “ black enough" 
unless one w ears  a dash- 
ika, gives the Black Pow
e r  Handshake o r  gets an 
“ Afro”  ha ircu t.  These 
a r e  sym bols of the new 
a w aren ess ,  and they do 
not n e c e s sa r i ly  re la te  to 
the substance  of what the 
s trugg le  is  about. Black 
should be unifying not d is 
unity. We a re  all black 
b ro th e rs .

“ Being black”  can be 
identified by sev e ra l  
positive unifying a t-  
tidues: (1) believing that 
human c h a ra c te r  is not 
de te rm ined  by race ; (2) 
believing that all black 
businessm en  and o thers 
should be deliberately  
supported  and encouraged 
to offer com petitive goods 
and se rv ic e s ;  (3) believ 
ing that all b lack o r  p re 
dominantly black neigh
borhoods can be just as 
viable as  any o ther kind;
(4) believing that black 
people should have the 
sam e  power as  other 
groups to control political 
economic, socia l,  and 
educational institutions in 
th e i r  com m unities; and
(5) BELEIVING THAT IF 
A BLACK PERSON 
FREELY CHOOSES TO 
live in a black communi
ty, he is  not n ecessa r ily  
in secu re  o r  a " r a c i s t ”  
o r  an in tegration.

it will be the rea lity  of 
g roup cohension, not the 
r e h to r ic  of mind blowing, 
that will contribute to 
su rv ival.  It will be the 
actual ta len t of acqu ir 
ed knowledge and sk ills  
that will lead  to our eco
nomic and political de
velopment.

M alissa  Ruth Holmes

Wanted -  
Black Scientists

By JAMES M. WATERS 
The need fo r  m ore  black sc ien tis ts  is being inten

sified every  day. It is  evident that our white fellow 
men have declared  war on the black race .  Although 
the war has not been dec la red  by legal documents, 
one can feel the im pact of i ts  bold im plications. 
One does not have to be shot a t with a gun to re a l iz e  
that war has been declared  upon him. He does not 
tfave to bleed physically to r e a l iz e  that w ar is  upon 
him . All he has  to do is  open his eyes and give c r i t i 
cal thought to his life, and he will v isualize  that he 
is being fought against with weapons m ore  dangerous 
than guns. The weapons of Ignorance, hunger, and un
toge therness  can ren d er  se v e re  pain.

T here  has  been many burdens placed upon us in 
our a ttem pts  to achieve manhood and se lf-p r ide .  While 
we m ust find techniques and m echan ism s to a llev ia te  
an d /o r  e lim inate  the pains that have been afflicted 
upon us, we m ust give every  idea and every possib le  
solution due consideration.

Athletic avenues have been opened widely, and the 
r a c is t  idea that, "b lacks cannot defeat a white man 
doing any thing” , has been proven to be the g re a te s t  
verba l a r r o r  of a ll t im es. The whites have given us 
a chance in the a th le tic  world, and we have taken ad 
vantage of that chance by showing him exactly what 
“ us n ig g e rs”  could do. I do not think that you will 
ev e r  h e a r  a white man o r  any man say that blacks 
a r e  a th le tica lly  incapable of competing with anyone 
in sp o r ts ,  again.

While many avenues a r e  opening, the one that is  a 
little  m o re  obstructed  than m ost o thers  is that of 
sc ience . T here  is quite a few reaso n s  for the s h o r t 
age o r  lack of black s c ien tis ts .  The main rea so n  is 
because the “ es tab lishm en t”  has  made it that way. 
You will often h ea r  one s a y ,”  I simply do not have 
the background,”  o r  " I  do not have the tim e and money 
to com plete my schooling.”  Som etim es one might even 
h e a r ,  ‘ What good can sc ience  do for blacks; he needs 
help socia lly  and politically. Most black schools do not 
have the adequate equipment needed to produce in 
te re s te d  students of science. The m ajority  of them have 
always had a poor p rogram  in sc ience , and I doubt 
that this fad is  just coincidental. In the w ar that we 
a r e  fighting, science can be and is  one of our m ost 
effective weapons.

Blacks a r e  the v ic tim s hit h a rd es t  from the absence 
of sc ien tific  knowledge; th e re fo re ,  we need sc ience  
to combat the attacking fo rces .  We need the sam e 
m a te r ia ls  that the enemy has. We need weapons; 
we need b e t te r  m edicines a t a p r ice  that b lacks can 
afford; we need black s c ie n t is ts  who will produce 
m ore  and re a d ie r  black s c ien tis ts .  All of these  fac to rs  
will help in strengthening and p re se rv in g  our race .  
Since we a r e  being fought against with science, we 
m ust a lso  re ta l ia te  with it.

The aged old p rac tice  of purchasing young blacks 
toy t r a in s ,  cowboy p is to ls , and dolls should be thought 
about a lit t le  m ore  se rious ly . Instead of supplying 
your ch ild ren  with the usual naive gifts, why not 
t ry  substituting them with a sc ience  book o r  a lab 
se t.
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