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AIDS v i c t i m Garland Lancaster  r esponds  t o  ques t i ons  from 
members o-f the audience a t  the AIDS Awareness Seminar.

Photo;  Michel le  Albrecht

AIDS victim visits
By; Mi c h e l 1e A 1 b r e c h t

On March 27 ,  1990,  in 
t he  N o r t h  Campus L e c t u r e  
Hal l  an AIDS Awa r e n e s s  
Seminar  was s p o n s o r e d  by 
Home H e a l t h  and Hos p i c e  
Ca r e ,  t he  G o l d s b o r o  
J a y c e e s ,  and t he  Human 
S e r v i c e s  De p a r t me n t  of  
Wayne Corrimunity C o l l e g e .

P e t e r  B a r c u s ,  Hos p i c e  
D i r e c t o r  o-f Home H e a l t h  and 
Hos p i c e  C a r e ,  m o d e r a t e d  t he  
semi n a r .

A l s o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  on 
t h e  pa ne l  wer e  Dr .  James  
A t k i n s ,  a G o l d s b o r o  p h y s i ­
c i a n ;  Dr 
Chai  rman 
Ser v  i c e s  
Dr .  O.A 
D i r e c  t o r  
Count y  H e a l t h  
and G a r l a n d  
y i c t im.

Edmond Hoga n , 
o-f t he  Human 
D e p a r t m e n t ,  WCC; 

Mays,  Me d i c a l  
o-f t h e  Wayne

Depar  tmen t ; 
L a n c a s t e r ,  AIDS

A t k i n s  a s t o u n d e d  the  
a u d i e n c e  w i t h  d e v a s t a t i n g  
d e a t h  t o l l  - f i g u r e s .

He s a i d  t h e r e  have  been 
ov e r  one m i l l i o n  d e a t h s  
s i n c e  t he  e p i d e m i c  was 
■ f i r s t  made common knowl edge  
in 1976.

A t k i n s  s t a t e d ,  " I n  1991 
we e x p e c t  t o  l o s e  t o  AIDS 
a s  many p e o p l e  w o r l d w i d e  a s  
we d i d  in V i e t n a m . ”

The AIDS v i r u s  t a k e s  
-five t o  s e v e n  y e a r s  t o  
su r - f ace  a - f t e r  one h a s  been 
i n - f e c t e d .

One ou t  o-f e v e r y  t h r e e  
c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  t e s t e d  -for
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AIDS r e v e a l  an HIV p o s i t i v e  
- f a c t o r .

Hogan made i t  c l e a r  
t h a t  e v e r y o n e  s h o u l d  be 
e d u c a t e d  a b o u t  t he  
t r a n s m i s s i o n  o-f AIDS.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Hogan,  most  
p e o p l e  do n o t  g e t  t e s t e d  
•for t he  AIDS v i r u s  b e c a u s e  
o-f - fear .

Hogan s t a t e d ,  "I-f a 
p e r s o n  t e s t s  HIV p o s i t i v e ,  
t he  - f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  i s  
d e n i a l ;  t hen  t he  p a t i e n t  
g e t s  a n g r y .  Next  t he  
p a t i e n t  b e g i n s  t o  b a r g a i n  
w i t h  h i s  s i c k n e s s ,  b u t  in 
t he  end d e p r e s s i o n  s e t s  i n .

The age g r oup whi ch  AIDS 
u s u a l l y  s t r i k e s  i s  t we n t y  
t o  - for ty  y e a r  o l d s .

Mays h a s  h e l p e d  t o  
o r g a n i z e  t he  AIDS t e s t i n g  
and c o u n s e l i n g  s e r v i c e s  a t  
t he  Wayne Count y  H e a l t h  
Depar  tmen t .

The t e s t s  a r e  per-formed 
d a i 1y a t  no c o s t .

Mays s t a t e d  t h a t  in 
Wayne Count y  a l o n e  t h e r e  
have been t h i r t y  p e o p l e  
d i a g n o s e d  HIV p o s i t i v e  
s i n c e  1984.

O-f t h o s e  t h i r t y  p e o p l e  
t h e r e  have  been s e v e n t e e n  
d e a t h s .

When L a n c a s t e r  s t o o d  
be-fore t he  o v e r f l o w  crowd 
o-f p r e d o m i n a n t l y  young 
p e o p l e ,  he e x p r e s s e d  how 
i m p o r t a n t  i t  i s  t o  r e s p e c t  
a p e r s o n ' s  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  
when he o r  she  h a s  been 
d i a g n o s e d  HIV p o s i t i v e .
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