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The c a s t  o-f “Mermai ds  on Bl ack  V e l v e t "  a c c e p t  kudos  -frorri 
an a d m i r i n g  a u d i e n c e  a - f t e r  a n o t h e r  b r i l l i a n t  per - formance 
<1 t o  r> K. H a l e s ,  J .  D e l c a s t i l l o ,  J .  Moz i ngo ,  R. T a y l o r ,  
L.  Gr i - f - f i t h ,  A. P .  T h o r n t o n ,  D. C o l l i e r ,  J .  T a r t ,
K. Dunl ap ,  K. S mi t h ,  J .  H a l e s ,  T.  Me d l i n .

P h o t o :  M i c h e l l e  A l b r e c h t

Visiting artist presents 
Berlin tribute

'Mermaids' 
wows 

audience
By: M i c h e l l e  A l b r e c h t

Where doe s  a w r i t e r  g e t  
h i s  i n s p i r a t i o n ?

For  p l a y w r i g h t  Micah 
H a r r i s ,  i t  came -from 
w a t c h i n g  numer ous  h o u r s  o-f 
p i r a t e  m o v i e s ,  s t u d y i n g  
me r ma i d s ,  and r e a d i n g  
n o v e l s  a b o u t  p r i n c e s s e s — 
a l 1 i n g r e d i e n t s  in h i s  
■ f i r s t  p l a y  “Mermai ds  on 
Bl ack  V e l v e t , "  p e r f o r m e d  
d u r i n g  March a t  WCC's No r t h  
Campus.

H a r r i s ,  a f o r me r  WCC 
C o n t i n u i n g  E d u c a t i o n  and 
L i b e r a l  A r t s  De pa r t me n t  
i n s t r u c t o r ,  now t e a c h e s  a t  
P a m l i c o  Communi ty C o l l e g e .

H a r r i s  was  e s p e c i a l l y  
p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  l e a d i n g  
r o l e s  p l a y e d  by Li z  Gr i - f -  
f i t h ,  Ron T a y l o r ,  Mary 
M a r g a r e t  Thompson,  and Al an 
T h o r n t o n .

"They pu t  a l l  t h e  i r  
e f f o r t s  i n t o  t h e i r  
c h a r a c t e r , "  he s a i d .

F i v e  WCC s t u d e n t s  Doug 
Col 1 i e r ,  Jenni-fcr  
D e l C a s t i l l o ,  Kathy 
M i t c h e l l ,  J e f f  Hozingo,  and 
Jon Tart  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in 
t he  p l a y .

M i t c h e l l ,  who p l a y e d  t he  
p a r t  o f  t h e  mer ma i d ,  s a i d  
h e r  c h a r a c t e r  was  d i f f e r e n t  
f rom a n y t h i n g  s he  was  u s e d  
t o  s i n c e  she  s poke  no 
di a l o g u e .

She u s e d  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  
i n s t e a d .

D i r e c t o r  was  Tony Me d l i n ,  
WCC's V i s i t i n g  A r t i s t ,  who 
c ommi s s i o n e d  H a r r i s  t o  
wr i t e  t h e  pi  a y .

Tony Medlin and Liz G r i f f i t h  
dur ing the performance.  
Photo:  Michel le  Albrecht

H a r r i s  began w r i t i n g  t he  
p l a y  in November  and 
c o n t i n u e d  r e v i s i n g  i n t o  
r e h e a r s a l s .

Me d l i n  s a i d  he e s p e c i a l l y  
a p p r e c i a t e d  t he  work o f  SGA 
o f f i c e r s  who t ook c a r e  of  
r e f r e s h m e n t s  and t he  t i c k e t  
b o o t h .

The J e r r y  Whi t e  S t r i n g  
Band p e r f o r m e d  b e f o r e  and 
a f t e r  t he  p l a y  a s  we l l  a s  
d u r i n g  i n t e r m i s s i o n .

S l i d e s  of  c a r t o o n  a r t  
wer e  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  
t h e  p l a y ,  and an e x h i b i t  of  
c a r t o o n  a r t  was  d i s p l a y e d  
in t he  A t r i u m ,  an a p p r o 
p r i a t e  s e t t i n g  w i t h  i t s  
b a l c o n i e s  r e m i n i s c i e n t  of  
c r o w ' s  n e s t  on a s h i p .

The c o m e d y - f a n t a s y  had 
t he  e n t i r e  a u d i e n c e  
l a u g h i n g  one m i n u t e  and 
s i  t t i n g  on t he  edge of  
t h e i r  s e a t s  w i t h  a n t i c i 
p a t i o n  w h i l e  t h e y  w a i t e d  t o  
s e e  what  wou l d  happen  n e x t .

By: O r e t a  Wade

On March 10,  1990,  a t  8 
p . m.  in Wayne Communi ty 
C o l l e g e ' s  No r t h  Campus 
L e c t u r e  H a l l ,  P h i l l i p  and 
Bet h S t o v a l l  r e c e i v e d  a 
s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n  a f t e r  
t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  of  I r v i n g  
B e r 1 i n ' s  musi  c .

The S t o v a l l s  a p p e a r e d  a t  
WCC in an e xc hange  c o n c e r t  
c o u r t e s y  of  Tony Me d l i n ,  
WCC's v i s i t i n g  a r t i s t .

S t o v a l l ,  a b a r i t o n e ,  i s  
t he  v i s i t i n g  a r t  i s t  a t  
B e a u f o r t  Communi ty C o l l e g e  
wher e  h i s  w i f e  Bet h i s  t he  
mus i c  i n s t r u c t o r .

S t o v a l l  r e c e i v e d  h i s  B.A.  
d e g r e e  a t  L e n o i r  Rhyne 
C o l l e g e  and h i s  m a s t e r ' s  
d e g r e e  f rom UNC in 
G r e e n s b o r o .

He h a s  p e r f o r m e d  a s  
f e a t u r e  a r t i s t  w i t h  t he  
We s t e r n  Pi edmont  Symphony 
O r c h e s t r a ,  Wi ns t on  Salem 
Symphony O r c h e s t r a ,  
G r e e n s b o r o  Symphony 
O r c h e s t r a ,  t he  As he bo r o  
Symphony O r c h e s t r a  and 
o t h e r s .

He i s  now a t t e n d i n g  UNC 
in G r e e n s b o r o  f o r  h i s  
d o c t o r a t e  i n musi  c .

Beth S t o v a l 1,  a mezzo 
s o p r a n o ,  r e c e i v e d  a B.A.  
d e g r e e  a t  Ken t ucky  Wes l eyan  
C o l l e g e  and a m a s t e r ' s  
d e g r e e  f rom UNC in 
G r e e n s b o r o .

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t e a c h i n g  
a t  BCC, she  i s  d i r e c t o r  of  
mus i c  a t  t he  F i r s t  
C h r i s t i a n  Church in 
Wa s h i n g t o n ,  N.C.

Both Be th and Ph i 1 1 i p 
have  p e r f o r me d  in o p e r a s ,  
o r a t o r i o s ,  r e c i t a l s ,  
m u s i c a l s ,  f o l k  mus i c  and 
t h e a t e r .

Accompanyi ng  t he  S t o v a l l s  
was  L i nda  S mi t h ,  Chi e f  
Music  T h e r a p i s t  a t  Che r r y  
H o s p i t a l  and p a r t t i m e  musi c  
i n s t r u c t o r  a t  WCC.

M a r s h a l l e  Le wi s ,  WCC 
mus i c  i n s t r u c t o r ,  a s s i s t e d  
h e r .

S t o v a l 1 n a r r a t e d  a 
b i o g r a p h i c a l  a c c o u n t  of  
I r v i n g  B e r l i n  t h a t  was 
a c c e n t e d  a t  i n t e r v a l s  wi t h  
s o n g s  sung  by bo t h  a r t i s t s .

The c o u p l e  s a ng  a p p r o x 
i m a t e l y  t we n t y  of  B e r l i n ' s  
s o n g s  i n c l u d i n g ,  
" A l e x a n d e r ' s  Ragt ime B a n d , ” 
" P l a y  a S i mpl e  Me l ody , "  
"Bl ue  S k i e s , "  "How Deep i s  
t he  Oc e a n , "  " E a s t e r  
P a r a d e , " a n d  "No B u s i n e s s  
Li ke  Show B u s i n e s s . "

S t o v a l l  a s k e d  the 
a u d i e n c e  t o  s i n g  a l o n g  wi t h  
t h r e e  s e l e c t i o n s  whi ch 
i n c l u d e d ,  " Al ways , "  "Whi te 
C h r i s t m a s , "  and "God B l e s s  
Amer i ca"  ( t h e  g r a nd  
f i n a l e ) .

S t o v a l l  s t a t e d  t h a t  what  
i n s p i r e d  him t he  mos t  abou t  
B e r l i n  i s  t h a t  he ne v e r  
l e a r n e d  how t o  r e a d  mus i c  
and h i s  t o t a l  o u t p u t  of  
s ongs  was  t h r e e  t h o u s a n d .

B e r 1 in d i e d  t h i s  p a s t  
Sep t ember  a t  t he  age of  
1 0 1 .

P a r t i c i p a n t s  in "A Tr i but e  to I rv i ng  Ber l in* pose before  the 
performance:  (1 to r )  WCC music i n s t r u c t o r  Marshal l e  Lewis;
accompanist  Linda Smith;  Beth S t o v a l l ,  mezzo soprano;  P h i l l i p  
S t o v a l l ,  b a r i t o n e .  Photo:  Oreta Wade


